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ARGENTINA

USHUAIA

Rite of Passage
Cross the legendary
Drake Passage

Watch for Whales
Be on the lookout as
we explore the coast
of the Antarctic
Peninsula

DRAKE
PASSAGE

DECEPTION
ISLAND

LEMAIRE
CHANNEL

Always
Learning
Study Leaders and
Expedition Staff
elevate your
adventure

ANTA

ANTARCTI

FALKLAND
ISLANDS

Signature
Wildlife
Observe five penguin
species plus huge
elephant seals in
the Falklands

KING GEORGE
ISLAND

ELEPHANT
ISLAND

Epic History
Trace the riveting
story of Shackleton’s
fateful expedition

King Penguins
Galore

WEDDELL
SEA

ARCTICA

IC CIRCLE

SOUTH
GEORGIA

Glacial Giants
Glide around
enormous icebergs
by Zodiac or
kayak

Immerse yourself amidst
thousands of these
majestic animals at
St. Andrew’s Bay

ADÉLIE PENGUINS

This is the farthest you may ever be from home. This is where
signature wildlife, epic history, and majestic topography come
together in an environment of unmatched grandeur.
This is your opportunity to voyage to the most inspiring
region on the planet: the Falkland Islands, South Georgia,
and the Antarctic Peninsula.
We are hosting only 96 participants aboard this exclusively
chartered voyage. Explore alongside exceptional Canadian
university study leaders and expert staff who offer insights
and engaging presentations throughout the voyage.
Come aboard the M.V. Magellan Explorer, a modern vessel custombuilt for Antarctic expedition cruising and meeting the latest Polar
Code specifications. Enjoy excellent access to landing sites. Marvel
at the views from your cabin’s private balcony, the glass-enclosed
observation lounge, or the forward viewing deck.
Unleash your inner adventurer with an expedition like no other;
cruise by 12-person Zodiac through a field of icebergs; immerse
yourself in a landscape of King Penguins; hike a segment of
Shackleton’s epic South Georgia crossing. The expedition schedule
is flexible to take advantage of the unexpected, adapting course
to the opportunities that arise.
Live a powerful experience. Plan your trip of a lifetime. See the
planet in its unspoiled majesty...

ARGENTINA

From Santiago
Port Stanley

Ushuaia

South
Shetland
Islands

ANTARCTICA

South
Georgia

Elephant
Island
Weddell
Sea

Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

Worldwide Quest has been awarded
the #SafeTravels Stamp by @WTTC for
adopting health and hygiene global
standardized protocols. Learn more here.

Tens of thousands of King Penguins
breed on South Georgia.

Animals to Watch For

Up to 3.5 metres

Wandering Albatross
With the largest recorded wingspan of
any living bird at 3.5 metres, the Wandering
Albatross will be an impressive bird to see
during our sea-crossing days where it
will ride the wind with minimal flapping
effort required. We may have a chance to
approach one of their breeding sites,
Prion Island, just off of South Georgia,
where large youngsters ready themselves
for their maiden flights. We may see
various other albatross species as well.

Leopard Seal
Its reptilian face and taste for penguin
confers on it a loathsome reputation, but
this intelligent animal has a more varied
diet than often suggested, including up
to 50% krill, in addition to penguins,
fish and other seals. Measuring up to
3.5 metres in length, Leopard Seals are
always an impressive sight, and we’ll
watch for them along the Antarctic 		
Peninsula near landing sites
		
and as we pass ice floes 		
		
on which they may rest.

Up to 3.5 metres

Blue Whale

Up to 30 metres

The world’s largest animal at upwards of 30 metres, a number will be
returning to the Southern Ocean after spending the austral summer
in warmer climes. However, some may be found in Antarctic waters
year-round. Although it is not abundant, we will watch keenly for it
and other whales as we cruise along.

Southern Elephant Seal
Weighing upwards of 4,000 kg and measuring up to nearly 6 metres
in length, the huge adult male of this species – with its distinctive
inflatable proboscis – help confer on this species the title
of largest seal in the world! Elephant seals are
renowned for their deep-sea diving abilities, having
been recorded making dives over 1 km in depth!
We should have the opportunity to see these
gargantuan creatures along some sandy
beaches in the Falklands and South
Georgia as the bulls establish harems
of the more modestly sized females.
We may also see the diminutive
youngsters.
Up to 6 metres

King Penguin

Up to 1 metre

5

Big

Standing nearly 1 metre in height,
this is the second largest extant penguin
species and the largest we are likely to
see on this voyage. We will see many,
notably on South Georgia where tens
of thousands of them breed! We may see
some of the dashing adults in the early
part of their breeding cycle as egg-laying
commences. As well, because this species
has a 14-month breeding cycle, we will
see many large, fluffy brown youngsters
that hatched during the previous
austral summer.

Martine’s

MAGELLAN EXPLORER TOP 5
Worldwide Quest’s Polar Specialist Martine Saldsman inspected
the Magellan Explorer for us in 2020. What impressed her most?

EMAIL
MARTINE

1. Windows everywhere!

2. Great food & wine.

Sometimes, you just want to watch the icebergs float by while you enjoy
a nice warm drink during some downtime. The Magellan Explorer has so
many places where you can stay cozy, but not miss the stunning scenery
around the ship.

The dining room is lined with
huge windows so you can enjoy
that spectacular scenery while
having a bite. Variety is the spice
of life, and you certainly won’t
get bored with the food options
or with the rotating selection of
lovely Chilean wines with dinner.

3. Mudroom & gangway.
This is where the purpose-built
aspect of the Magellan Explorer really
shines. The gangway is short and
stable. The mudroom is a dream to
get through, meaning getting ready
is quick and easy. High-tech boot
washing stations make cleaning a
breeze. Everyone has an assigned
cubbyhole to store their boots and
life preserver.
TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM

4. Technology.
Innovative water-filling stations,
use of an advanced energy recovery
system, and Tier III compliance
(the most stringent emission
standard) ensure a reduced
environmental impact. State-ofthe-art navigation equipment
and ice radar technology ensure
a smooth and efficient voyage.

TOLL-FREE 1-800-387-1483 | LOCAL 416-633-5666

5. Sauna.
A hot sauna after a day of Antarctic
exploring is, quite simply, the best!
If only Shackleton and Scott could
see us now…

Itinerary
We put safety first and that means weather, ice,
wildlife, or other conditions may require us to modify
the itinerary as we go. Specific sites visited will depend
on ice and weather conditions experienced and our
route will be updated throughout the voyage to take
advantage of favourable conditions.
FRIDAY, OCT. 28: MEET IN SANTIAGO, CHILE

Your gateway for this expedition is Santiago, Chile’s
capital city. Get acquainted with fellow expeditioners,
study leaders, and staff during our expedition briefing
and dinner.
Overnight: Santiago			D
SATURDAY, OCT. 29: FLIGHT TO THE FALKLANDS –
EMBARKATION DAY

Head to the Santiago Airport for the flight to
Mt. Pleasant Airport, Falkland Islands to embark the
M/V Magellan Explorer. There’s time for a walkabout
in Stanley, once a deep-water port specializing in ship
repairs and later an important coaling station for the
British Royal Navy. Once onboard, tour your floating
lodge, meet the hospitality and expedition teams,
attend your safety briefings, then settle in for an
astounding voyage.
Overnight: M/V Magellan Explorer
B, L, D
SUNDAY, OCT. 30 – MONDAY, OCT. 31: FALKLAND ISLANDS

Experience the surprising diversity of the Falkland
Islands with planned landings at three sites. At
Saunders Island, delight in the white sand beaches
where thousands of Southern Rockhopper Penguins
nest. Keep an eye out for the wonderful Black-browed
Albatross, burrowing Magellanic Penguin, and
Southern Elephant Seals too! At Carcass Island, take
in sweeping views of the archipelago on an easy hike
over rolling hills. Bleaker Island is an important bird
area with a massive Imperial Cormorant colony, three
types of breeding penguin, a variety of waterfowl
and the ever-curious Striated Caracara. Watch too
for South American Sea Lions, and Peale’s and
Commerson’s Dolphins.
Overnight: M/V Magellan Explorer
B, L, D

TUESDAY, NOV 1 – WEDNESDAY, NOV. 2: TOWARDS SOUTH
GEORGIA. CROSS THE ANTARCTIC CONVERGENCE

Cross the Antarctic Convergence, leaving the South
Atlantic and entering the Southern Ocean. This is a zone
of great marine productivity as upwellings create ideal
conditions for tiny marine life, in turn supporting vast
numbers of more conspicuous wildlife. During this time,
enjoy expert presentations by our study leaders and
expedition staff giving us an in-depth understanding and
context for the seascapes and landscapes we’re exploring.
Between presentations, head onto the decks or balconies
to watch albatross, petrels, shearwaters, and more!
Overnight: M/V Magellan Explorer
B, L, D
THURSDAY, NOV. 3 – SUNDAY, NOV. 6: SOUTH GEORGIA

Over four full days explore stunning South Georgia,
a crescent-shaped island of mountain tops permanently
covered in thick layers of ice and snow and of beaches
laden with wildlife. It is estimated that 30 million birds
call South George home—from 7 million penguins to
250,000 albatrosses—and half of the world’s entire
population of Southern Elephant Seals! Unleash your
inner explorer with the option of walking along the final
leg of Shackleton’s famed trans-island walk. Surround
yourself with spectacular wildlife at Salisbury Plain,
home to several thousands of King Penguins and one
of the world’s largest breeding areas of the gargantuan
Southern Elephant Seal. Marvel at the largest King
Penguin colony in the world at St. Andrews Bay. Watch
for the huge wingspan of the Wandering Albatross. South
Georgia may be the most impressive wilderness on earth!
Overnight: M/V Magellan Explorer
B, L, D

SOUTHERN ELEPHANT SEAL

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 9: ELEPHANT ISLAND

Continue cruising with Elephant Island as our goal.
This island lies just above the Antarctic Peninsula
and makes a fitting introduction with its snow-capped
peaks, rugged shorelines, and glaciers. With a contour
in the shape of an elephant’s head, Elephant Island is
home to a colony of the gorgeous Chinstrap Penguins,
which may be just returning to re-occupy the site for
the breeding season. Enjoy a Zodiac cruise if conditions
allow and take in the grand landscape before us.
Overnight: M/V Magellan Explorer
B, L, D
THURSDAY, NOV. 10 – SUNDAY, NOV. 13: ANTARCTIC
PENINSULA

Discover the Antarctic Peninsula in four full
days cruising among the South Shetland Islands,
penetrating the Antarctic Sound and Gerlache Strait
as conditions allow, with various landings and Zodiac
excursions at signature sites. Decisions on each day’s
excursions will be made based on current weather
and sea conditions with your safety in mind. Some
of the sites we may visit include: Gourdin Island,
Brown Bluff, Half Moon Island, Deception Island,
Wilhelmina Bay, the Lemaire Channel, Cuverville
Island, and the Melchior Islands. All offer spectacular
scenery, massive glaciers, fascinating geology, and
abundant marine mammals and bird life. In between
excursions, you will have plenty of opportunity to
enjoy the scenery as we cruise along in the almost
24-hour daylight.
Overnight: M/V Magellan Explorer
B, L, D

KING PENGUIN
IN THE FALKLANDS

MONDAY, NOV. 14 – TUESDAY, NOV. 15: CRUISING NORTH
TO SOUTH AMERICA

Head north setting course for Ushuaia, the
world’s southernmost city. We’ll have good time to
contemplate the enormity of Antarctica, continue
to enjoy presentations, and admire the magnificent
seascapes. Eventually we will sail past Cape Horn,
moving east, north, then head west into the Beagle
Channel, enjoying our final dinner aboard and an
exciting photographic recap.
Overnight: M/V Magellan Explorer
B, L, D
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 16: DISEMBARK IN USHUAIA, ARGENTINA

This morning after breakfast, we disembark and
transfer to the Ushuaia airport for homebound flights.
Please let us know if you would like to spend extra
day or two in Ushuaia to explore the wonderful Tierra
B
del Fuego or continue onwards to Patagonia.
IMPORTANT: DISEMBARKATION IS PLANNED FOR
THE MORNING; HOWEVER DO NOT MAKE ANY FLIGHT
ARRANGEMENTS PRIOR TO 1400 TODAY.
© W. Bulach

Enjoy two full days at sea with expert presentations
and many opportunities to enjoy the views and seabirds.
Keep an eye out for icebergs of all shapes and sizes,
promising unique photographic opportunities as we
cruise. Visit the bright onboard library or spacious
lounge and take in the views through the large
windows.
Overnight: M/V Magellan Explorer
B, L, D

© Laurielle Penny

MONDAY, NOV. 7 – TUESDAY, NOV. 8: TOWARDS ANTARCTICA!

HISTORIC WHALING STATION AT DECEPTION ISLAND

Your Study Leaders
Join your study leaders in the ship’s presentation room with state-of-art audio-visual equipment
for lectures and seminars on a variety of topics. While on Zodiac excursions and landings,
your study leaders provide insights and context to our explorations.
Anita Dey Nuttall is Polar Science and Policy Engagement Officer and is on the faculty of the
Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at the University of Alberta. Anita is a past
chair and current member of the Canadian Committee for Antarctic Research. She previously
served as Associate Director of the Canadian Circumpolar Institute and UAlberta North and
was a visiting researcher at Finland’s Thule Institute. Anita studied History at Delhi University
and International Relations at Jawaharlal Nehru University and holds a PhD in polar ecology
and management from the University of Cambridge. She teaches resource management and
environmental policy and has interests in science policy issues, the history and contemporary
nature of national Antarctic programs, geopolitics, and sovereignty in the circumpolar regions.
Galen Halverson is a professor of geology at McGill University. He reads the history of our
planet from ancient rocks in order to understand how the Earth system has behaved over
billions of years. His current research focuses on tectonics, climate change and the evolution
of ocean chemistry in deep time and the conditions under which complex life originated. Galen
has spent extensive time conducting field research in the Arctic and in deserts across the globe
and in the Weddell Sea investigating the sedimentary consequences of the progressive collapse
of the Larsen Ice Shelf. He is keen to return to the region to bear witness the ongoing changes
to this unique environment and to study the geological vestiges of the break of the Gondwana
mega continent.
Philippe Tortell is a Professor of Oceanography at UBC, and Head of the Department of Earth,
Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences. He has conducted oceanographic research expeditions around
the world from the Arctic to the Antarctic, measuring marine biological productivity and the
oceanic concentration of dissolved ‘climate-active’ gases, including carbon dioxide, methane
and nitrous oxide. His work focuses on the development of ship-board automated sensors, field
experiments and the use of satellite-based remote sensing observations. His previous work
in the Antarctic, has included a number of expeditions to the Ross, Weddell and Amundsen
Seas, and extended deployments at Palmer Station on the West Antarctic Peninsula. Dr.
Tortell received his Bachelors degree in Biology at McGill University, and a PhD in Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology at Princeton University. He has worked with a number of organizations
across Canada to help share the results of his work with broad public audiences, and has edited
several popular books, including Earth 2020: An Insider’s Guide to a Rapidly Changing Planet.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK PLEASE CONTACT MARTINE, JUSTIN, OR LAURIELLE AT WORLDWIDE QUEST

Your Worldwide Quest Team
Experienced naturalists complement your study leaders’ expertise. Together with the exceptional
Antarctica 21 expedition team, we will focus on the bird, mammal, and plant life, glaciology,
and history, and share years of experience and discovery in Antarctic voyaging.

Justin Peter is a University of Guelph graduate, principal of Worldwide Quest and Director
of its Quest Nature Tours program. Past President of the Toronto Ornithological Club and
current Board Member of Birds Canada, he has an encyclopedic knowledge of natural
history. Returning on his sixth polar voyage, Justin will lead our evening re-cap sessions.

Chris Earley is a University of Guelph graduate, author, award-winning naturalist, and
the Interpretive Biologist at the University of Guelph’s Arboretum. An experienced Arctic
expedition member, he brings a strong interest in animal behaviour.

Catherine Jardine is a University of Guelph graduate, ornithologist, and data analyst with
Birds Canada, based at the organization’s National Data Centre in Delta, BC. She has conducted
field projects in remote locations around the world and is an experienced Arctic and Antarctic
expedition team member.

SHORE LANDING BY ZODIAC

TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM

TOLL-FREE 1-800-387-1483 | LOCAL 416-633-5666

Expedition Details
TOUR COST (PER PERSON):

Penthouse Suite
US$25,950

Veranda Cabin

Deluxe Veranda Cabin

US$21,750

US$23,750

Porthole Cabin
US$19,250

GROUP SIZE: maximum 96 participants including study leaders and Worldwide Quest staff.
GUARANTEED SINGLE ACCOMMODATIONS

Single accommodations are limited. If you wish guaranteed single accommodation, the single supplement for this trip
is the cost of the tour plus an additional 50% for a Veranda Cabin. If you are travelling alone and willing to share, we
will try our best to match you with an appropriate roommate. If we can’t, the single supplement will apply. This will
be collected at 4 months prior to departure.
INCLUDED FEATURES:

NOT INCLUDED:

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accommodation for one night in Santiago,
based on double occupancy
Welcome dinner with wine
Breakfast in Santiago
Transfer from Hotel to Santiago Airport
Flight from Santiago, Chile to Mt. Pleasant
Airport, Falkland Islands
Transfer from Mt. Pleasant Airport to the ship
Accommodation in selected cabin, based on
double occupancy
All meals on board ship
House wine and beer with dinner
Coffee, tea, chocolate, cappuccino, water, and
snacks on board ship throughout the expedition
Complimentary use of thermal rubber boots
Expedition jacket to keep
All group Zodiac excursions and landings
Services of on-board expedition staff
Educational presentations and tutorials by
study leaders and expedition staff
Video journal of the voyage
Port dues and taxes
Transfer from ship to Ushuaia airport on
disembarkation day

PAYMENT DETAILS + CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY

A deposit of 20% of the cost of your selected cabin per
person is required at the time of booking. A second payment
of US$6000 per person is due February 1, 2022. The balance
is due June 28, 2022. All payments are non-refundable. The
transfer of a Trip Deposit for an expedition cruise is not
permitted at any time due to the terms and conditions of
our ship operators. Please read carefully our Terms and
Conditions and Trip Cancellation and Refund Policy.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Airfare from your home to Santiago and from
Ushuaia to your home
Transfer from Santiago airport to group hotel
on arrival
Gratuities for services aboard the ship
Items of a personal nature: laundry, phone calls,
WiFi etc.
Alcoholic beverages (besides those indicated in
“Included Features” above)
Sea Kayaking (details below)
Excess baggage charges
Fuel surcharges, if applicable
Travel insurance
Visas for Chile, Argentina, and UK (not currently
required for Canadian passport-holders)
Additional arrangements required due to
any emergency

SEA KAYAKING | US$895 PER PERSON

Note: The program takes a maximum of 10
participants. Please reserve your spot upon booking.
There is no better way to enjoy Antarctica than gliding
through its waters on a sea kayak. The Sea Kayaking
program is a small-group activity led by a Kayak
Master and supported by a safety Zodiac. To take
part in the program, participants must have previous
kayaking experience, and must be able to swim. Each
excursion lasts about 90 minutes, leaving you plenty
of time to explore on land as well. Please note that sea
kayaking is offered as a full program of excursions
delivered to the same group of participants.
Equipment is provided.

FAQ
Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

WHAT HYGIENE PROTOCOLS DO YOU HAVE IN PLACE?

WHAT ABOUT INTERNET?

Worldwide Quest has received the World Travel and
Tourism Council’s Safe Travels stamp, which provides our
travelers with the assurance that we have implemented
health and safety protocols that are aligned with WTTC’s
Safe Travels Protocols.

Satellite telephone and Internet services are available
at additional charge on board. Please note that due to
the nature of our expedition and the location where we
travel, services will not be to the standard you are used
to at home.

We can all do our part to ensure a safe, healthy, and
enjoyable environment on this tour. For this reason,
all our participants, study leaders, staff, and ship crew
are required to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19.
Worldwide Quest and our ship partner Antarctica21 are
committed to safe travel protocols that conform with
current Canadian and Chilean regulations and guidance.
A qualified physician is on board to provide emergency
health care. The Clinic is equipped with a limited supply
of prescription medicines and first aid equipment. Please
make sure to describe your health condition accurately in
your Participation Form to allow the onboard physician
to assist you most effectively in case of any unexpected
medical situation.

WHAT IS THE ACTIVITY LEVEL?

This voyage is suitable for any person who is in reasonable
health and who has the capability of getting in and out
of Zodiacs with close assistance from competent sailors
and expedition crew members. We plan to include
opportunities to walk and hike at each of our landings,
subject to weather and terrain conditions. At landing
sites groups will be divided by interest; a vigorous hike,
a ramble with a wildlife or photography expert, or a
contemplative wander. Walks are generally of 2 – 3 hours
over mostly even terrain. There may be more challenging
walks available at some sites.

WHAT HAPPENS EVERY DAY? WHAT’S A TYPICAL DAY ABOARD?

Every day is different; we explore according to the
prevailing weather and wildlife conditions. Our landings
and Zodiac cruises are usually two – three hours long,
with options for shorter activities. On days at sea, there
is a full program of presentations, formal and informal,
with our study leaders and expedition staff.

WHAT DOCUMENTS WILL I NEED?

You will need a passport with a minimum six-month
validity. Canadian passport holders do not require a
visa for Argentina or Chile. See Chile entry
requirements here.

HOW CAN I GET READY FOR MY EXPEDITION?

You’ll receive our full “Preparing for Your Expedition”
guidebook including a packing list, a reading list, ship
details, and other helpful information.

Our Vessel, the M/V Magellan Explorer
STAFF AND CREW: 60 LENGTH: 90.7M BREADTH: 16.2M PROPULSION: 3,440KW ICE CLASS: LR PC6 CRUISING SPEED: 14 KN

The M/V Magellan Explorer is a modern vessel custom-built
for Antarctic expedition cruising up to the latest Polar Code
specifications. All cabins (except Porthole cabins) feature
private balconies with seating. All but two cabins have two
twin beds that can be configured as one king-size bed. All
cabins feature a wardrobe, individually controlled heating
system, a sitting area, and a private bathroom with a shower
and heated floors. The ship features a glass-enclosed
observation lounge and presentation room with state-ofthe-art audio-visual equipment, a spacious and stylish

dining room, a well-stocked bar, a library, a meeting
room, a professionally designed fitness centre, a sauna,
and a medical clinic. The forward-facing observation
deck leads to the bow of the ship, which is accessible to
guests to offer proximity to marine wildlife. The ship
has a state-of-the-art mudroom and a fleet of 10 Zodiac
boats and that are well suited for quick disembarkation
and wildlife watching. Water-level Zodiac access makes
embarking and disembarking quick and easy.

DINING ROOM

LIBRARY

BAR & LOUNGE

OBSERVATION DECK AT THE BOW

PRESENTATION ROOM

Your Cabin Choices
Penthouse Suite

Deluxe Veranda Cabin

Two-room suite with sitting room, balcony,
and bedroom on Deck 5.

Cabin with sitting area and balcony on Deck 4.
2 Twin beds or 1 King bed | 240 ft2 / 22 m2

2 Twin beds or 1 King bed | 360 ft2 / 33 m2

Veranda Cabin

Porthole Cabin

Cabin with sitting area and balcony on Deck 3.

Cabin with sitting area and two portholes on Deck 3.

2 Twin beds or 1 King bed | 210 ft / 19 m

2 Twin beds or 1 King bed | 200 ft2 / 18 m²

2

Deck Plan

Penthouse Suite

2

Deluxe Veranda Cabin

Veranda Cabin

Porthole Cabin

*

Only available with
queen-size bed

How to Book

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS BY

For more information and to book please contact Martine,
Justin, or Laurielle at Worldwide Quest:
Alumni Expeditions

Toll-free 1-800-387-1483 | Local 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
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