Open to
alumni UBC
and friends

OPERA IN RUSSIA
MOSCOW’S BOLSHOI, ST. PETERSBURG’S MARIINSKY, AND MORE!

|

APRIL 21 – 30, 2023

Dates are subject to change once the performance schedule is available.
Treat yourself to the unforgettable musical experience of attending masterpieces of Russian and classical opera on some of the
world’s top stages. Visit the grand Russian cities of Moscow and St. Petersburg on a relaxed trip that includes six outstanding
performances.
Our days begin with Nancy Hermiston’s presentations with insights on singers, directors, and staging followed by a visit to a
magnificent cultural or historic site. Afternoons are at leisure before the evening’s performance.
From our initial base in Moscow, we’ll visit the iconic Red Square and St. Basil’s Cathedral, see the jewels of the Kremlin, and
the Tretyakov Gallery, the premier repository of Russian art. The cultural capital of St. Petersburg offers the rococo Catherine
Palace and the unparalleled collections of the Hermitage and the Faberge Museum. Come evening we plan to attend world-class
performances at the Mariinsky Theatre, St. Petersburg, the Bolshoi in Moscow, and other selected venues. Once schedules are
available, Nancy will select six performances for you.
In both cities we’ll savour the lively food scene, sampling traditional dishes and perhaps a few surprises. Don’t miss this unique
celebration of the intensity and splendour of Russian art and music!

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS BY:

Alumni Expeditions
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WHY TRAVEL WITH
THE ALUMNI UBC
TRAVEL CLUB?

St. Petersburg

•

Attending the opera at the legendary Mariinsky Theatre

•

Savouring traditional Russian cuisine

•

Marvelling at the treasures in the Hermitage

•

Strolling St. Petersburg’s miles of canals

•

Taking in Nancy Hermiston’s insightful presentations

St. Petersburg

RUSSIA

Moscow

BELARUS

STUDY LEADER
UBC Opera Ensemble Director Nancy Hermiston’s operatic career has taken her throughout
Canada, the United States and Europe. Her New York debut took place in Carnegie Hall with
Marilyn Horne and Mario Bernardi. Her European début led to a permanent engagement with
the prestigious Nürnberg Opera. She has held numerous appointments as voice teacher, and
as stage director at the Meistersinger Konservatorium, Nürnberg, and the University of Toronto
Opera and Performance Divisions. She was appointed to the UBC faculty in 1995 as Coordinator
of the Voice and Opera Division. The consummate music expert, Nancy is as knowledgeable as
she is congenial.
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DETAILED ITINERARY

Metro
Stn.

This tour includes six evening performances. All performances
are subject to theatre schedules and will be identified as soon as
schedules are released. Performance days will begin with Nancy’s
insightful presentation about the evening’s performance.
Friday, April 21: Meet in Moscow
Arriving in Moscow, you are met and transferred to our hotel in
the city centre. Meet Nancy, participants, and our Russian Tour
Director for a briefing this afternoon, followed by dinner together.
Accommodation: Pushkin Hotel, Moscow
Meals: Dinner
Saturday, April 22: Moscow’s Red Square, St. Basil’s, the
Bolshoi Theatre
Head out a guided walking tour of Red Square and St. Basil’s
Cathedral, perhaps the most iconic sights of Russia and a fitting
place from which to start our exploration of the capital city. The
afternoon is at leisure before attending a performance at the
Bolshoi this evening (schedule permitting). Today, the renovated
Bolshoi boasts an expanded theater space smartly enhanced by
21st century amenities, including a dynamic main stage that can
accommodate more types of productions; an enlarged orchestra
pit; and an underground performance hall to allow for more
intimate rehearsals and chamber concerts.
Thousands of artists and engineers spent hours refurbishing the
beautiful interiors to their pre-revolutionary glory — everything
from 4 the gorgeous red velour seats and gilded moldings, to
the hand-cut crystals on the chandeliers and the wonderful 19th
century murals previously hidden beneath decades of paint, has
been expertly restored.
Accommodation: Pushkin Hotel, Moscow
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Sunday, April 23: Moscow - The Kremlin
This morning, explore the Kremlin, Russia’s mythic refuge, a
self-contained city with a multitude of palaces, armories, and
churches, a medieval fortress that links the modern nation to its
legendary past in the ancient state of Kievan Rus’.

Bolshoi Theater, Moscow

Within the Kremlin we’ll visit the elaborate Cathedral of
the Assumption, the Italianate Cathedral of the Archangel
Michael, the golden-domed Cathedral of the Annunciation,
and the stupendous collection of over fifty Fabergé eggs in
the Armory.
Accommodation: Pushkin Hotel, Moscow
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Monday, April 24: Moscow - Tretyakov Gallery and
Arbat Street
The first part of today is dedicated to exploring the history
of Moscow’s Metro system, one of the largest in the world.
The stations in the city centre are showpieces of Socialist
art, furnished with statues, frescoes, and mosaics, and with
marbled, gilded, and bronzed walls and ceilings. We’ll then
head to the premier repository of Russian art, the Tretyakov
Gallery. Founded by the Tretyakov brothers, merchant
philanthropists of the 1800s, the gallery includes art from
the earliest Orthodox icons through the naturalism of the
19th century to the 20th-century avant-garde. Spend the
afternoon enjoying Arbat Street, one of the oldest in the
city, now an artists’s enclave like a busy street fair, with
small shops lining the sides of the street and tables of
crafts and merchandise set out along the center.
Accommodation: Pushkin Hotel, Moscow
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Tuesday, April 25: Train to St. Petersburg
This morning we’re off to St. Petersburg by fast train (about
four hours). We’re spending six days in Russia’s cultural
capital, staying in a lovely hotel just off Nevsky Prospekt.
St. Petersburg’s miles of canals, laced together with graceful
bridges set amidst pastel 18th century buildings, have earned
it the name, “Venice of the North.” Conceived by Peter the
Great and designed by his favorite European architects, St.
Petersburg was meant to be Peter’s link to the western world.
A convergence of art and soul, the city survived the calamitous
20th century with its reputation as a storehouse of Russian
culture intact.
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Some of the world’s most radiant artworks hang in its
museums, and some of the world’s greatest performers,
writers and musicians have walked its streets. We’ll be
attending performances at the Mariinsky Theatre. The
gorgeous blue and gold main hall is surrounded on three
sides with gilded tiers of box seats, and as the lights dim,
swags of gold-embroidered velvet curtains part to show
the stage. Originally built in 1783, the theater has
maintained its present appearance since around 1886,
when the last reconstruction was finished. The Mariinsky
has been staging performances for more than 200 years.
Accommodation: Helvetia Hotel, St. Petersburg
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Wednesday, April 26: St. Petersburg - Canals and Bridges
This morning we’ll have a good introduction to the city,
starting at the spit of Vasilievsky Island with its beautiful
view across the river to the Winter Palace and the Peter
and Paul Fortress. Visit the fortress, one of the first structures
in St. Petersburg and the Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul,
the burial place for most of the czars beginning with Peter
the Great. We’ll also visit St. Isaac’s Cathedral, bursting with
sculptures, frescoes, stained glass, and woodcarvings and
crowned with a dome covered with 220 pounds of gold.
End our day at the Yusupov Palace to see its exquisite
interior with a marble staircase, crystal chandeliers,
gilded candelabras and magnificently painted ceilings.
Accommodation: Helvetia Hotel, St. Petersburg
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Thursday, April 27: St. Petersburg - Hermitage Museum
The full day is then dedicated to exploring the world-class
Hermitage, one of the world’s largest and most valuable
collections of fine art, including world-renowned galleries
on French Impressionism and post-Impressionism. We’ve
selected a number of galleries to view in depth, with time to
explore your favourite corners on your own in the afternoon.
We’ll take a break for lunch at the Hermitage Café.
Accommodation: Helvetia Hotel, St. Petersburg
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Beef Stroganoff

Medovik

Friday, April 28: St. Petersburg - Catherine’s Palace, Pavlovsk
Palace
Outside Petersburg in Pushkin is the royal residence of
Catherine’s Palace, built in 17171 by Catherine I. Almost
destroyed during World War II, the palace buildings have
been expertly restored. A high point of the palace is the
Amber Room with walls covered by amber panels. We
continue to explore Pavlovsk Park & Palace given to
Czar Paul I by Catherine the Great.
Accommodation: Helvetia Hotel, St. Petersburg
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Saturday, April 29: St. Petersburg - Faberge Museum, Church
of the Spilled Blood
Located in the former Shuvalovsky mansion on the Fontanka,
the Fabergé Museum features more than 4,000 items of
jewelry, including the largest collection of Fabergé eggs in the
world. Other items of jewelry, porcelain and applied art are also
displayed at the elegant museum. The Church of the Savior on
the Blood was built on the spot where Czar Alexander II was
felled by a bomb in 1881 and was commissioned in the style
of St. Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow by his son and successor,
Alexander III. Just off Nevsky Prospekt on the Griboyedov
Canal, the emblematic cathedral with its blue and green
patterned domes has become a symbol of St. Petersburg.
The interior walls and cupolas are covered in fine mosaics of
Biblical scenes, and four jasper columns mark the spot where
the czar fell. Celebrate with a farewell dinner this evening.
Accommodation: Helvetia Hotel, St. Petersburg
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Sunday, April 30: Depart St. Petersburg
The journey comes to an end this morning after breakfast
with transfers to the airport for your homeward bound flight.
Meals: Breakfast
Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in this tour
brochure are subject to change due to logistical arrangements
and to take advantage of local events.

Okroshka
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Catherine
Palace
Trinidad

TOUR DETAILS
Tour Cost (per person): Approx. US$6995 Including six performances!
Single Supplement: US$995
If you are travelling alone and you are willing to share, we will try to match you up with an appropriate roommate.
If we can’t, the single supplement will apply. This will be collected at 90 days prior to departure.
Group Size: 14 – 16 participants
What’s Included:
• Arrival transfer at destination
• Accommodation based on double occupancy in hotel
listed or similar
• Meals as specified in the itinerary
• Tickets for six performances
• Internal transportation by comfortable air-conditioned
coach and by metro
• Sightseeing with qualified English-speaking guides
• All entrance fees
• Nancy’s pre-theatre presentations
• All gratuities for group services
• Fully escorted

Not Included:
• Roundtrip airfare from your home to join the tour
• Meals other than those mentioned above
• Beverages with meals
• Visa fee for Russia (approx. C$300)
• Fuel surcharges, if applicable
• Excess baggage charges
• Items of a personal nature
• Travel insurance
• Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency or other situation
• Any item not mentioned in “What’s Included”

Payment Details:
A non-refundable deposit of US$1000 per person
is required to reserve a space on this tour. A
second payment of US$1000 per person is due six
months prior to departure. Final payment is due
90 days prior to departure.

HOW TO BOOK
Please contact
Worldwide Quest.
1-800-387-1483
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WHAT TO EXPECT
Joining Instructions
This tour begins with our briefing and welcome dinner at 6PM on April 21. All
travellers arriving on the start date of the tour will be met on arrival and transferred
to the group hotel. This transfer is included in the cost of the tour. When you book
the designated pre-trip accommodation with Worldwide Quest, your transfer from
the airport to our group hotel on arrival is included. If you are making your own pretrip arrangements, this transfer can be provided at additional cost. The tour concludes
with a single complimentary transfer from the hotel to the airport on April 30. Please
contact us to verify timing of this transfer prior to making any flight arrangements.
Level of Activity: Easy to Moderate
This tour involves walking on city sidewalks and in museums and galleries. You
should be comfortable walking on uneven terrain and be able to walk for periods
of up to two hours. Should you have any questions about your ability to take part
in this tour, please give us a call.
Accommodation
The Pushkin Hotel (pictured, left) is located in the historic centre of Moscow, a
15-minute walk to Red Square. Tverskaya Street with various restaurants and chops
is a short walk away. Renovated in 2013, the hotel is decorated in the classic style.
Guestrooms are simply furnished, all with private bathrooms and WiFi access.

The Helvetia Hotel (pictured, right) is housed in a former mansion designed by the
Swiss architect Augusto Lange in 1828. With a great location just off Nevsky Prospekt
and a quiet courtyard, the completely renovated building is home to modern rooms
and suites. The suites have one, two or three bedrooms, a bathroom and a fullyequipped kitchen. A business center, a cozy restaurant, a gastropub, and 24-hour
room service round out the hotel amenities. This is a lovely little hotel with pleasant staff.
Transportation
We will be using a mix of public transportation and private vehicle to explore the
cities. Please note that due to the proximity of the hotel to a metro station, the traffic
in Moscow and the day activities planned, we will be using the Metro some days in
Moscow. We are travelling from Moscow to St. Petersburg by express train.
Weather
April is the month when Russia transitions to spring. We expect highs of 15°C
and lows of 5°C in Moscow and slightly cooler in St. Petersburg with cloudy skies.
Travel Documents
You will require a passport for this trip. Please ensure it is valid for at least six months
beyond your scheduled return home. A visa is required for Canada and USA passport
holders. Details on how to obtain your visa will be provided.
Hermitage Museum
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ADDITIONAL INFO
Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer to your booking form, the current brochure or our website.
All participants booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest
International, Ontario - License # 2667946).
Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more
prior to your scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable and non-transferable. Your second payment
and your final payment are non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to trip departure, all associated
trip costs are non-refundable. The tour price is quoted as a package. No partial refunds or credits will be given for services not
used. In the event of a cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause
you to cancel or interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms and conditions. We will offer you Manulife
insurance coverage. Medical insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory on all our tours.

TRAVEL WITH ALUMNI UBC
It’s your travel experience.
Indulge your curiosity as we take you to unique places
you’ve always dreamed about.
UBC experts and knowledgeable local hosts provide
context. That allows you to develop a deep connection
to the people you meet and the cultures, cuisines and
landscapes you’re exploring.
•
•
•

Best value in educational travel
Meaningful local experiences
Thoughtful itineraries

VISIT WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM/ALUMNIUBC TO BROWSE ALL TOURS
LED BY EXCEPTIONAL UBC STUDY LEADERS.
Active & Wellness | Nature & Wildlife | Food & Wine | Arts & Culture
TICO#: 2667946

The University of British Columbia Alumni Association will not be responsible for the financing, the arranging, or the conducting of these tours.
They assume no liability or responsibility for damages or financial loss to person howsoever arising from the negligence, omission or otherwise
of travel services arranged through Worldwide Quest International. Refer to the General Terms and Conditions established by
Worldwide Quest International with respect to participating in this tour.
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