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e are returning to one of the most sought-after destinations - the fabled and mystical
island of Madagascar. Our previous tours have been very successful in spotting the
wildlife with 15 species of lemurs, a large percentage of the endemic birds, and many of the
chameleons of the island observed.
This isolated island, which has borne wildly strange creatures and plants, is remarkable in every way. Since the island
separated from the east coast of Africa more than 60 million years ago and drifted into the Indian Ocean, its wildlife has
followed an independent course of evolution. The complement of life forms here is remarkably different from that in Africa.
The large size of the island (the world’s 4th largest) and its many different landforms and habitats have also allowed a great
diversification of these forms. We will experience this overall uniqueness and great variety as we visit different parts of
this island nation.
We’ll visit some of the best wildlife reserves in the country in search of the many species of lemurs, the unusual primates
found only in Madagascar. We should see the Common Brown, Black-and-white Ruffed, and Ring-tailed Lemurs among
others, plus the largest of all lemurs: the Indri. The island also contains a large number of endemic bird species including
bizarre and wonderful ones such as the Sickle-billed Vanga, Long-tailed Ground-Roller, and Blue Coua. In the undergrowth
and on matching plants skulk wonderful weird and colourful chameleons, geckos and skinks. Some of the frogs flaunt their
wonderful colours in broad daylight.
We’ll have time to dip in the warm Indian Ocean, enjoy the beautiful beaches and boat to special island habitats nearby.
We’ll also be introduced to the island’s fascinating human culture, which has been palpably influenced by its French
colonial history yet retains a strong fidelity to its ancestral roots.
Few other places in the world are as threatened as Madagascar. Intense human population pressure has already shrunk
the habitat available to the large numbers of endemic species of mammals, birds and plants that reside on this island.
Now is the time to visit one of the most interesting natural history destinations in the world.

Tour Leader
Mike Kent is an excellent all-round naturalist and educator based in southwestern
Ontario and an avid world traveller. He has worked as a Park Naturalist at Ontario’s Killbear
Provincial Park and the famous Algonquin Provincial Park, and as a Tour Manager at the
Monteverde Butterfly Gardens in Costa Rica’s highland cloud forests. Mike is active as a
volunteer with various conservation groups, notably Lambton Wildlife, his ‘home’ naturalist
group in Sarnia, Ontario. Mike has a keen and abiding interest in all life forms with a
particular fondness for insects, fungi and other under-appreciated groups. You’ll be sure
to benefit from Mike’s excellent spotting and interpretive skills as you explore Madagascar!
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Isalo
landscape

Signature Moments

Our Route

Listening to the eerie, wailing call of the Indri
MALAWI
Watching Ring-tailed Lemurs effortlessly maneuver
over thorny vegetation

MOZAMBIQUE

Getting up-close and personal with the huge Parson’s
Chameleon
Seeing the exquisite Crab Plovers on the coast

Mozambique
Channel

Gazing up at one of Madagascar’s endemic baobabs
Ifaty
Toliara

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT

|

1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666

|

MADAGASCAR
Tana
Périnet

Isalo
Nosy Ve

TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM

Le Relais de la Reine

Detailed Itinerary
Please Note: The itinerary below is provisional. It may
be subject to change based on flight schedules and other
logistical issues. The domestic flight schedules within
Madagascar are subject to change at anytime and do
so often.
Thursday, November 2: Arrive Antananarivo (Tana)
On arrival in Antananarivo at Ivato International Airport,
we’ll be met and assisted through customs and immigration.
We’ll go directly to our hotel and settle in in preparation
for tomorrow.
Overnight: Au Bois Vert, Tana
Friday, Nov. 3: Drive to Andasibe – Mantadia N.P. (Périnet)
Today we will make our way to our lodge at AndasibeMantadia National Park, also known as Périnet. The drive
to Périnet takes approximately 3 hours from the capital and
winds its way through interesting farming country. The red
earth is used for brick making and kilns line the roadsides
along the rice paddies. This eminent reserve is in a mountain
rainforest that lies in a region of low hills at an elevation of
900 m. It is home to the largest of all lemurs, the Indri, which
we will make an effort to see at a nearby park. We also plan
a night walk to listen to fascinating sounds of the nocturnal
fauna, to observe the shining eyes of Mouse and Dwarf
Lemurs, and hear and see the Madagascar Scops Owl, as
well as other unique nocturnal creatures.
Overnight: Mantadia Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Welcome Dinner
Saturday – Sunday, Nov. 4 – 5: Andasibe – Mantadia N.P.
Early this morning, we will visit the Analamazaotra Special
Reserve where we will hear the haunting cries of the black
and white Indri. Afterwards, we’ll continue exploring the
reserve. This promises to be an exciting day as Périnet is the
home of several other lemur species, including the Brown
and the Wooly Dwarf Lemurs and a very diverse birdlife.
We’ll also look for the many species of vanga, including
Nuthatch, Hook-billed, and Tylas, and the diminutive but
striking asities. We hope to find the immense and colourful
Parson’s Chameleon among the many chameleons in
the reserve.
Overnight: Mantadia Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Indri

Monday, November 6: Return to Tana
This morning before or after breakfast (depending on
circumstances), we will have another morning walk here.
After breakfast, we will make our way back to Tana where
we will have lunch. Our afternoon will be at leisure.
Overnight: Au Bois Vert, Tana
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Tuesday, November 7: Flight to Toliara, drive to Isalo
This morning after breakfast, we will catch a flight
to Toliara (Tuléar) located on the southwest coast.
Upon arrival, we’ll drive inland towards Isalo, where
we will have lunch and have an afternoon to explore
the hotel grounds and appreciate the remarkable and
prominent “ruiniforme” sandstone formations in the
surroundings, where the canyons and gorges here are
impressive. Conspicuous vegetation is concentrated along
watercourses due to the pervasive aridity here, but we
will have a chance to see various succulents including
endemics such as Isalo Aloe and the Elephant’s Foot Plant
clinging to the sandstone substrate. The emblematic
Ring-tailed Lemur will be our principal interest as far
as mammals are concerned but we’ll also be on the
lookout for Red-fronted Brown Lemur, Verreaux’s Sifaka,
and Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur. There is a number of
interesting bird species including endemics such as
Madagascar Kestrel and Madagascar Coucal, as well as
some very interesting reptiles such as Oustalet’s (or Giant
Malagasy) Chameleon. Isalo’s landscapes and scenery also
present fine photographic opportunities. We will have an
afternoon at leisure to enjoy our hotel grounds.
Overnight: Le Relais de la Reine
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

© Pete Read

Wednesday, November 8: Isalo
We will enjoy the full day at Isalo, with morning and
late afternoon excursions and time to enjoy the grounds
during the warmer mid-day hours.
Overnight: Le Relais de la Reine
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Madagascar contains a large number
of endemic bird species including
bizarre and wonderful ones such as
the Sickle-billed Vanga, Long-tailed
Ground-Roller, and Blue Coua.
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Panther Chameleon

Thursday, November 9: Zombitse Forest, to Ifaty
This morning after breakfast we visit Zombitse Forest, a
little-visited reserve situated on the edge of the southwest’s
dry deciduous forest and lusher forests of the east. The
reserve is something of an oasis of natural habitat and
is thus of great importance in the protection of local
biodiversity. We’ll look for a variety of wildlife, with the
possibility of seeing upwards of eight lemur species such
as Verreaux’s Sifaka and highly localized Hubbard’s Sportive
Lemur, in addition to fascinating bird life, including the
Appert’s Tetraka, also so localized that it is found only
here! Then, we’ll continue onwards towards Ifaty. After an
early lunch, we’ll make our way southwest to Ifaty, whose
ecosystem exemplifies the astonishing habitat called spiny
forest. This ecosystem is dominated by thorn-bearing,
cactus-like plants of the family Didieraceae and the mainly
thorn-free Euphorbiaceae and punctuated by the bulging
trunks of the endemic Fony Baobab. The forest may appear
inhospitable compared to the lush rainforest habitat we
visited earlier in the tour, but it has its own complement
of wildlife uniquely adapted to it including rare or local
endemic birds such as the Long-tailed Ground-Roller,
Subdesert Mesite, and Running Coua.
Overnight: La Mira or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Friday, November 10: Ifaty
We’ll explore the spiny forest after breakfast. We’ll look
for some of the enigmatic birds as well as the reptiles such
as the Three-eyed Lizard, which has an eye-like pineal
gland on top of its head that actually has light-sensing
capabilities. We will also have another chance to appreciate
and photograph the unique plant life. The Octopus Tree
may be of particular interest, with its splayed stems lending
a monstrous appearance to the forest. As it can become
hot here, you’ll have the option to swim or snorkel and go
strolling in the nearby fishing village later. The coast at low
tide may give the opportunity to see wading birds such as
Kittlitz’s Plover and the gorgeous Crab Plover.
Overnight: La Mira
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Saturday, November 11: Nosy Ve
After breakfast, we will head back to Toliara where we will
board a vessel and set off for the island called Nosy Ve. Here
we can observe at close range a colony of photogenic Redtailed Tropicbirds. Afterwards, we will retire to our lodge
situated on the main island where we can relax and enjoy
the Indian Ocean. If conditions are right, we’ll be treated
to a fantastic sunset.
Overnight: Anakao Ocean Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Sunday, November 12: Tsimanampetsotsa National Park
We will venture forth back onto the main island today into
this park created to protect the endemic flora and fauna
of the spiny forest ecoregion. At the park’s centre is a large
brackish water lagoon that may host both Greater and
Lesser Flamingos, which seem a bit out of place but are a
reminder of our proximity to Africa. There are endemic
Malagasy birds though in the woodlands, namely the crested
Verreaux’s Coua, with its gorgeous metallic blue bare facial
skin, Madagascar Green-Pigeon, Lafresnaye’s Vanga, and
the impressive – if not colourful - Greater Vasa Parrot.
Underfoot, we can watch for the Radiated Tortoise. Later
we’ll return to our lodge where we can enjoy the remainder
of the day.
Overnight: Anakao Ocean Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Monday, November 13: Toliara
Today after breakfast we’ll depart to Toliara (Tuléar), home
to the wonderful Antsokay Arboretum that house fantastic
examples of indigenous Malagasy flora with focus on the
spiny forest and including an interpretation centre. We’ll
enjoy rambling here to enjoy the plants. It so happens that
the arboretum is an excellent site to watch for a variety of
wildlife, which we will search for!
Overnight: Bakuba Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Giraffe-necked Weevil

Tuesday, November 14: Toliara / Tana
After breakfast, we’ll head to the airport for our return
flight to Tana. Depending on our flight schedule, we will
visit a local craft market in the afternoon and have a
chance for some last-minute souvenir shopping. We’ll
enjoy our Farewell Dinner as we reminisce on our sightings
and experiences during our time on this fascinating island.
Overnight: Au Bois Vert, Tana
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Farewell Dinner
Wednesday, November 15: Depart Tana
Our activities today will depend on our flight schedules.
We might enjoy some more sightseeing in Tana with some
more time for shopping prior to our flights home.
Meals: Breakfast

Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in
this detailed itinerary are subject to change due to due
to logistical arrangements and to take advantage of
local events.

A Few Words about travel in Madagascar
Madagascar promises to be a destination of a lifetime, with incredible flora and unique wildlife in a land whose
terrain ranges from rainforest to desert and high plateau to tropical islands. Unfortunately, there has been significant
environmental damage as many of the development practices are haphazard and unsustainable.
As we travel around this huge island, we should be aware that there is always the potential for changes in plans, delays,
and occasional unforeseen interruptions. The international and domestic flights are infrequent and sometimes very early,
lodges and hotel facilities limited, and there are few paved roads. Flexibility, good humour and an open mind are required
to make the tour a successful adventure for each participant.
Since there is a scarcity of medical facilities outside Antananarivo, and the medical facilities available in the capital not being
up to North American standards, it is very important that you consult with your physician or tropical medicine physician to
ensure that all of your shots are up-to-date and you have an adequate supply of any prescription medicines you may require.
A list of personal, non-prescription supplies are listed in the pre-departure package sent to you after booking on this tour.
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This tour is eligible
for the WEC 5% credit.
Read all about the
Worldwide Quest
Explorer’s Club here.
Every booking earns
WEC status!

Antananarivo

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): US$5895
Includes all taxes and gratuities.

Single Supplement: Approx. US$895
Due to lack of space at some of the lodges, we may not be able to guarantee single rooms on this trip.
We would be happy to try to match you with a suitable roommate. If we are unable to, the single supplement will apply.
This will be collected at 90 days prior to departure.

Group Size:

10 – 12 participants

What’s Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accommodation in double occupancy, in hotels or
lodges listed or similar
Services of Quest Leader, Mike Kent, and local Malagasy
naturalist
Meals as described in the itinerary
Internal flights
Gratuities for services provided by Quest
Ground transportation
Park entrance fees
Airport transfers, if travelling as per the group
flight itinerary

Not Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Return airfare from your home to Antananarivo
Airport departure taxes
Visa fee
Airport transfers, if not travelling as per the group
flight itinerary
Optional activities
Alcoholic beverages and bar expenses
Phone calls and items of a personal nature
Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency or other situation

Payment Details:

A deposit of US$500 per person is required to reserve
a space on this tour. A second non-refundable deposit
of US$1000 per person is required at six months prior
to departure. Final payment is due 90 days prior
to departure.
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What to Expect

Joining Instructions

This tour begins with your arrival at
your overnight accommodations in
Tana on November 2. All travellers
arriving on the start date of the
tour will be met on arrival and
transferred to the group hotel. This
transfer is included in the cost of
the tour. When you book pre-trip
arrangements including flight and
accommodations with Worldwide
Quest, your transfer from the airport
to our group hotel on arrival is also
included. If you are making your own
pre-trip arrangements, this transfer
can be provided at additional cost.
The tour concludes with a single
included transfer to the Tana airport
on November 15. Please contact us to
verify timing of this transfer prior
to making any flight arrangements.

COVID-19 Entry and Travel
Requirements

All travellers on Worldwide Quest
tours are required to be fully
vaccinated and prepared to show
proof of vaccination as per local
regulations. Please refer to these
websites for current requirements:
Madagascar: MadagascarTourism
Canada: https://travel.gc.ca/travel

Accommodation

During our tour of Madagascar,
we’ll be staying in a variety of clean,
comfortable hotels and lodges
throughout the island; the best
available in the areas we are visiting.
All of them suit our natural history
theme and have been selected to allow
us to be in the best location for the
parks and reserves we are visiting.
None are five-star luxury hotels, but
all have private bathrooms with hot
water, and comfortable beds.

Level of Activity: Moderate

The trails that we use in our
explorations of the parks and
reserves are usually well marked
and easy to follow. Many do,
however, follow the contours of
the hills, valleys or cliffs and a few
have steep inclines. The trails have
to be traversed carefully but are
accessible to anyone who has normal
walking ability and stamina. Sturdy
hiking shoes or boots are strongly
advised. We recommend a trekking
pole for extra stability. If you have
any concerns about being able to
participate on this trip, please
contact us.

Travel Documents

You will need a valid passport for
your trip to Madagascar. Please make
sure it is valid for 6 months after
your return date home. A visa is
required for Canadian and American
citizens entering Madagascar. For
those staying less than 30 days in the
country, it is possible to obtain an
entrance visa upon arrival.

Weather

The tropical climate varies between
highlands and the coastal lowlands
somewhat. In general, you can expect
average high temperatures of 28-30°C
and 15°C at night.

Transportation

Our ground transportation will
vary depending on the location.
We will travel in comfortable, airconditioned 22-passenger coaches.
Our internal flight will be on
commercial aircraft and of short
duration. Some of our drives may last
a few hours, as this is the only way to
get to our destinations, however, on
these drives we will make frequent
comfort and scenery stops to enjoy
the Malagasy countryside. Our boat
rides will be in modern, luxury
launch with outboard motor and
canopy for protection from the sun.

Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

#SafeTravels

Worldwide Quest has been awarded the World Travel and
Tourism Council’s #SafeTravels Stamp for adopting health
and hygiene global standardized protocols. Learn more.
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Additional Info
Extend your Stay

We can arrange for post-tour extensions to Kruger National Park and/or the
Blyde River Canyon in South Africa, particularly convenient if you have flown
via South African Airways. Please allow us to tell you more. As well, if you are
interested in exploring more of Madagascar or other islands of the Indian
Ocean, we’d be happy to design a personalized extension for you either before
or after this tour. Please let us suggest some options, based on your time
available, budget and interests.

Terms and Conditions

For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer
to your booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants
booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario
Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License
# 2667946). See full details here.

Cancellation Policy

All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial
deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your
scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable
and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final payment are
non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
See full details here.

Travel Insurance

We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical
insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or
interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms
and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory
on all our tours.

Can’t make the
dates of this tour?

Make it a Private Journey!

We can plan this tour:
•
•
•

For your dates
For your specific interests
And we deliver all our
signature touches…

We’ll tailor most of our small
group tours to suit your time
frame, budget, and interests,
or plan a completely customized
itinerary to suit your exact
specifications. With a Worldwide
Quest Private Journey, you
have the same attention to
detail, logistical expertise, and
imaginative details of our small
group tours, expertly designed
especially for you, as a couple,
a family, or a group of friends.
Private Journeys are surprisingly
affordable. Please call us to
get started.

Worldwide Explorers Club

Travel twice with us and you become a member of the
Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent
eligible group tours. Look for the WEC icon to find your next
tour. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used in conjunction
with any other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply.
Members also get access to special offers and exploratory tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
TALK TO AN EXPERT ORWWW.WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM
RESERVE YOUR SPOT | 1-800-387-1483
/ 416-633-5666
| TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM
| 491 KING STREET
EAST, TORONTO,
ON M5A 1L9

TICO#: 2667946

The Quest Nature Tours

Experience

We aim to contribute to nature conservation by providing our travellers with the chance to experience wild
spaces and learn about wildlife in natural habitats. We’re delighted to welcome back our many repeat travellers
who enjoy our unique programs, our expert leaders and our style of travel. We’re equally delighted to introduce
our programs to a growing number of Quest first-timers who enjoy learning about the wildlife and natural
environments we share. Our tours are all about exceptional and educational nature experiences, camaraderie
and fun. We’re small and we plan to keep it that way. We focus on the elements we call the Quest Essentials:

Small Groups

More Time Exploring

Our groups are typically in the size range of 8 – 16
participants. On our daily excursions we may divide into
even smaller groups, so that you can be with fewer than eight
others as you explore. Our small group size allows us to be
attentive and quiet, giving us greater opportunity to observe
wildlife. Our logistics are flexible. We use smaller vehicles
and vessels to limit our environmental impact. All our
activities, such as talks, meals and gatherings are enjoyable
and focused.

Our tours are carefully conceived and executed to maximize
your time in the field. Our daily itineraries are full, but not
exhausting, and we build in ample opportunities for rest.
There is nothing routine about our days. While we travel
with a goal and destination in mind, we always give priority
to field observations by choosing routes that allow us to
maximize wildlife viewing along the way and modifying
our itinerary as necessary and possible.

Expert Leaders
Every Quest tour is led by one of our team of expert
Canadian naturalists. They are knowledgeable, congenial and
extraordinarily capable. Their objective is to ensure that our
Quest travellers get the most out of the nature experience.
A local naturalist also accompanies all tours outside North
America. Each is a highly trained expert with exceptional
knowledge of the flora and fauna of his or her local region.
Local guides help us to find and identify wildlife and share
their knowledge of the habits of the creatures we encounter
as well as the dynamics of the environment as a whole.

All Taken Care Of
From the moment you call our office, we’ll take care of all
the details from pre-departure information to post-tour
species compilations. Virtually everything is included in
the tour cost: accommodations, meals, transportation,
activities and gratuities. We travel off the beaten path
without sacrificing comfort. Our meals can be simple but
are always of good quality. And we place the focus on
where it should be: discovering our natural world.

We invite you to call us, email us or visit us in our
Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | travel@worldwidequest.com
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