In Search of Whoopers

PRAIRIE WATERFOWL & WADER SPECTACULAR
October 5 – 9, 2022

Whooping
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T

he whisper of the prairie breeze is suddenly disturbed by a loud, bugle-like trumpeting
as a family of three Whooping Cranes, their wings beating slowly and deliberately, fly
just above the horizon to reach the edge of the lake, northeast of Saskatoon.
The majestic Whooping Cranes, the rarest breeding bird in North America and the recipients of intense
conservation efforts for decades, have arrived from their nesting grounds in Wood Buffalo Park to feed and rest
before continuing on to their wintering grounds in Aransas National Wildlife Refuge in Texas. The area around
Saskatoon is one of the most reliable areas on the continent to see North America’s tallest bird: the endangered
Whooping Crane.
This is also the perfect time to observe one of the world’s best birding spectaculars: the fall waterfowl and
shorebird migration. We’ll see snow-white Tundra Swans with two-metre wingspans and flocks of half-a-million
Greater White-fronted, Snow, Canada, Cackling and Ross’s Geese on their way south from arctic nesting grounds.
There will also be wheeling flocks of Franklin’s and California Gulls, many species of shorebird, and large rafts
of ducks resting on prairie lakes and ponds. The sonorous calls of the huge flocks of Sandhill Cranes will always
attract our attention as they fly overhead to their nearby feeding grounds.
“It was a truly rewarding birding experience. I’d do it again.” – Sandra K.
This is a very special small group adventure, ideal for keen backcountry explorers. We’ll be checking the local
birding hotline daily to keep abreast of the most up-to-date sightings and change our itinerary as locations are
revealed. In 2019, we had the thrill of seeing 131 Whooping Cranes in one day, including at least 14 juveniles!
This is a fantastic number for an endangered species.

Tour Leader
Gabriel Foley grew up on a small farm in southeastern Ontario, where his curiosity
cultivated an appreciation and wonder for nature. After receiving a diploma in fish and
wildlife conservation from Sault College, he headed west to Saskatchewan to pursue
undergraduate studies in Biology. Subsequently he completed graduate studies on the
Common Nighthawk. After completing graduate studies in South Africa, he returned
to Saskatchewan where he worked for several years as the Stewardship Coordinator for
the Nature Conservancy of Canada and hosted a weekly radio show called The Prairie
Naturalist. While he now works as the Coordinator for the Maryland Breeding Bird Atlas,
he maintains a deep love and respect for Saskatchewan’s fantastic wildlife and wild spaces!
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“I was VERY impressed with Gabriel Foley.
He is an exceptional young man with great
interpersonal skills and is a great birder and
naturalist. He loves Saskatchewan.”
– Glen F.

Sandhill
Cranes

Signature Moments

Our Route

Hearing the bugle call of the Whooping Crane for
the first time

Saskatoon

Observing the two-metre wingspan of the Tundra Swan
Seeing massive flocks of geese against the prairie sky

Gardiner Dam

The whisper of the wind through the wheat and
Riverhurst

barley fields

SASKATCHEWAN

Witnessing the spectacular bird migration
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Tundra Swans

Detailed Itinerary
PLEASE NOTE: This itinerary may be changed as reports
of whooping crane sightings and their locations come in.
Day 1: Arrival day/Saskatoon and Prairie Pothole Region
You should plan to arrive by noon in the Saskatoon
Airport where our naturalist guide will be there to meet
you. This afternoon we’ll be travelling through a mix of
prairie, farmland and aspen grove parkland to the some
of many lakes in the huge tract of land called the Prairie
Pothole Region, which arcs across the Great Plains from
Iowa to Alberta. During their migration, large numbers of
shorebirds congregate here on the mud flats and waterfowl
flock by the hundreds of thousands. Most notable among
them is the Whooping Crane, which use south-central
Saskatchewan as a key resting area en route to Texas.
We’ll be checking the birding hotline to keep abreast
of the most up-to-date sightings.
Overnight: Delta Hotels by Marriott Bessborough, Saskatoon
Meals: Dinner
Day 2 – 3: Exploring the Prairie Pothole Region
Today is a full exploration of lakes, ponds, farm fields and
country roads in search of Whoopers. We will focus on key
sites that have been productive in recent years, as well as
extensive suitable habitat in between. As we travel from point
to point, the most ubiquitous white birds are sure to be Snow
Geese, which congregate in noisy flocks numbering in the
thousands. The flight of the Snow Goose is a true spectacle
and adds a special vivacity to the gentle golden landscape
of aspen forest and grassland. There could be various other
waterfowl species. In scrubby areas, watch for mixed flocks
of sparrows, including the hulking Harris’s Sparrow: the only
bird in the world that breeds solely in Canada. Shorebirds
could include American Avocet, Black-bellied Plover and
Long-billed Dowitcher, among many others. Of the several
burrowing mammals in the area, the handsome Thirteenlined Ground Squirrel is the most likely to be seen.
Overnight: Delta Hotels by Marriott Bessborough, Saskatoon
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Western Grebes

Day 4: Lake Diefenbaker/Gardiner Dam
This morning, we’ll head south to Riverhurst and the shores
of man-made Diefenbaker Lake. The lake is massive –
225km long, with a shoreline of 760km – and was created
by the Gardiner Dam on the South Saskatchewan River.
Gardiner Dam is the largest earth-fill dam in Canada and
provides irrigation system water for the farms in this area
that were hard-hit during the droughts of the Depression.
En route, marvel at the massive flocks of Sandhill Cranes
that erupt into a cacophony of ethereal, wooden rattles
when the birds take flight. Both Mule and White-tailed Deer
are common in surroundings fields. This is also a prime
location for Tundra Swans and American White Pelicans. As
usual, we will keep checking the Whooping Crane hotline
for up-to-date information on the location of this striking
bird.
Overnight: Delta Hotels by Marriott Bessborough, Saskatoon
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 5: Departure day
Depending on flight schedules, in the morning we
may make a short and pleasant walk along the South
Saskatchewan River near our hotel in search for mixed
warbler and sparrow flocks, in addition to the diminutive
Least Chipmunk. Our leader will have us back to the airport
in time for flights home.
Meals: Breakfast

Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in these
notes are subject to change due to logistical arrangements
and to take advantage of local events.

“We saw 131 Whoopers
on our first full day.”
– Glen F.
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© Ian Shanahan

Snow Geese at Luck Lake

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): C$2195 + 5% GST
Single supplement: Approx. $395
Single accommodation for this trip is limited. If you are travelling alone and you are willing to share, we will try to match you
up with an appropriate roommate. If we cannot, then the single supplement will apply. This will be collected at 90 days prior
to departure.

Group Size:
6 – 8 participants

Included Features:

Not Included:

•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Accommodation in double occupancy from Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan in hotels listed or similar
Gratuities for services provided by Quest
Ground transportation by private vehicle
Meals as described in this itinerary
Park entrance fees
Services of Quest naturalist leader

•

Return airfare from your home to Saskatoon
Fuel surcharge, if applicable
Alcoholic beverages and bar expenses
Phone calls and items of a personal nature
Additional transport required due to any emergency
situation
5% Goods & Services Tax

Payment Detaills
A deposit of C$500 per person is required to
reserve a space on this tour. A second non-refundable
deposit of C$1000 per person is required at six months
prior to departure. Final payment is due 90 days prior
to departure.
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What to Expect

Joining Instructions
This tour begins at noon in Saskatoon
on October 5. This tour ends after
breakfast on October 9. Details on
meeting time and location will be
provided within 2 months of the
departure date.

Weather
We expect mostly sunny skies and
very minimal precipitation with a
comfortable amount of humidity in
the air. We can expect temperatures
ranging from 18°C (64°F) during the
day to 3°C (37°F) at night.

Level of Activity: Easy to Moderate
While this is not a particularly
strenuous trip and none of our hikes
are particularly long or fast, you
should bear in mind that walking
on rough paths is sometimes more
difficult than on hard ground or
pavement. Good firm walking shoes,
and perhaps a trekking pole for
extra balance, will maximize your
enjoyment of this trip. This trip
entails a fair bit of driving as we seek
out the whooping cranes. However
there will be frequent stops to stretch
our legs and look for them and other
impressive prairie species.

Accommodation
The Delta Hotels by Marriott
Bessborough downtown Saskatoon
is a castle-like spectacle with five
acres of lush gardens and a location
along the South Saskatchewan
River. Amenities include an indoor
pool, hot tub, fitness centre,
and spa.

Travel Documents

COVID-19 Entry and Travel
Requirements

Canadians must have a government
issued photo ID to board a plane for
flights within Canada. Americans
must have a valid passport to visit
Canada.

All travellers on Worldwide Quest tours
are required to be fully vaccinated and
prepared to show proof of vaccination
as per local regulations. Please refer to
these websites for current requirements:
Canada: https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid

Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

Transportation

#SafeTravels
Worldwide Quest has been awarded
the World Travel and Tourism
Council’s #SafeTravels Stamp for
adopting health and hygiene global
standardized protocols. Learn more.
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We use a comfortable 15-passenger
window van for this tour. On this
tour, the logistics require several
travelling segments that are fairly
long drives. Every effort will be
made to break up our drives with
frequent stops. Our leader will
organize a daily seat rotation.
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Additional Info
Extend your Stay
If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy
to design a personalized extension for you either before or after this tour.
Please let us suggest some options, based on your time available, budget
and interests.

Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer
to your booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants
booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario
Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License
# 2667946). See full details here.

Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial
deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your
scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable
and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final payment are
non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
See full details here.

Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical
insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or
interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms
and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory
on all our tours.

Worldwide Explorers Club

Can’t make the
dates of this tour?

Make it a Private Journey!

We can plan this tour:
•
•
•

For your dates
For your specific interests
And we deliver all our
signature touches…

We’ll tailor most of our small
group tours to suit your time
frame, budget, and interests,
or plan a completely customized
itinerary to suit your exact
specifications. With a Worldwide
Quest Private Journey, you
have the same attention to
detail, logistical expertise, and
imaginative details of our small
group tours, expertly designed
especially for you, as a couple,
a family, or a group of friends.
Private Journeys are surprisingly
affordable. Please call us to
get started.

Travel twice with us and you become a member of the
Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent
eligible group tours. Look for the WEC icon to find your next
tour. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used in conjunction
with any other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply.
Members also get access to special offers and exploratory tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
TICO#: 2667946
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The Quest Nature Tours

Experience

We aim to contribute to nature conservation by providing our travellers with the chance to experience wild
spaces and learn about wildlife in natural habitats. We’re delighted to welcome back our many repeat travellers
who enjoy our unique programs, our expert leaders and our style of travel. We’re equally delighted to introduce
our programs to a growing number of Quest first-timers who enjoy learning about the wildlife and natural
environments we share. Our tours are all about exceptional and educational nature experiences, camaraderie
and fun. We’re small and we plan to keep it that way. We focus on the elements we call the Quest Essentials:

Small Groups

More Time Exploring

Our groups are typically in the size range of 8 – 16
participants. On our daily excursions we may divide into
even smaller groups, so that you can be with fewer than eight
others as you explore. Our small group size allows us to be
attentive and quiet, giving us greater opportunity to observe
wildlife. Our logistics are flexible. We use smaller vehicles
and vessels to limit our environmental impact. All our
activities, such as talks, meals and gatherings are enjoyable
and focused.

Our tours are carefully conceived and executed to maximize
your time in the field. Our daily itineraries are full, but not
exhausting, and we build in ample opportunities for rest.
There is nothing routine about our days. While we travel
with a goal and destination in mind, we always give priority
to field observations by choosing routes that allow us to
maximize wildlife viewing along the way and modifying
our itinerary as necessary and possible.

Expert Leaders
Every Quest tour is led by one of our team of expert
Canadian naturalists. They are knowledgeable, congenial and
extraordinarily capable. Their objective is to ensure that our
Quest travellers get the most out of the nature experience.
A local naturalist also accompanies all tours outside North
America. Each is a highly trained expert with exceptional
knowledge of the flora and fauna of his or her local region.
Local guides help us to find and identify wildlife and share
their knowledge of the habits of the creatures we encounter
as well as the dynamics of the environment as a whole.

All Taken Care Of
From the moment you call our office, we’ll take care of all
the details from pre-departure information to post-tour
species compilations. Virtually everything is included in
the tour cost: accommodations, meals, transportation,
activities and gratuities. We travel off the beaten path
without sacrificing comfort. Our meals can be simple but
are always of good quality. And we place the focus on
where it should be: discovering our natural world.

We invite you to call us, email us or visit us in our
Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | travel@worldwidequest.com
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