Churchill in Summer
BELUGAS, TUNDRA WILDFLOWERS, AND BREEDING BIRDS ON HUDSON BAY’S COAST

July 2 – 7, 2022

Red-throated
Loons

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT

|

1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666

|

TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM

T

he Hudson Bay coast around Churchill springs to life in late June with the onset
of the short sub-Arctic summer. We have planned our trip to coincide with the mass
congregation of Beluga whales in the Churchill River Estuary, the peak of breeding season
for birdlife and tundra wildflower blooming.
There’s nowhere else on Earth where you can get so readily close to the curious and highly sociable Beluga. On
our two boat and zodiac excursions, great photos are almost guaranteed, and we’ll have the added bonus of hearing
the bizarre clicks, squeaks and whistles of echolocating Belugas through underwater hydrophones. Belugas can
also be seen during coastline walks, which we’ll enjoy, especially at low tide when shorebirds like the Hudsonian
Godwit take advantage of the expanded feeding territory. Arctic Terns swoop and dive nearby, ever vigilant of
antagonistic Parasitic Jaegers. Gaudy Common Eiders and Long-tailed Ducks are easily observed just offshore.
Our tundra excursions take us into prime breeding territory for several shorebirds where we’ll witness behaviours
and vocalizations rarely exhibited during migration. Elegant Whimbrels, Stilt Sandpipers, and American GoldenPlover are special sights, along with Red-necked Phalaropes and Pacific Loons in small lakes and ponds.
While hiking the tundra, we’ll be ever on the lookout for Willow Ptarmigan, Arctic Foxes and Arctic Hares.
In their summer finery, these resident animals can blend remarkably well with the surrounding tundra, which
bursts into colour as tiny, yet hardy, wildflowers come into bloom.Just south of the adjacent treeline of the
Boreal forest, resident Canada Jays and Spruce Grouse breed alongside summer visitors like Blackpoll and
Yellow-rumped Warblers.
This small group tour with like-minded inquisitive travellers allows an enriching visit to the gateway to the Arctic
at a time when the land and waters are at their annual peak of life and activity under 18 hours of full daylight.

Tour Leader
Bonnie Chartier was born and raised in Churchill, Manitoba. Bonnie has been
involved in Churchill’s tourism industry since its inception and was instrumental
in introducing the world to Churchill’s Polar Bears, Belugas, birds, and natural
history. Bonnie’s familiarity with the Churchill region is boundless and guests
quickly appreciate her tremendous wealth of knowledge!
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Quest
travellers

Signature Moments

Our Route

Taking a zodiac ride surrounded by curious Belugas

NUNAVUT

Exploring the Hudson Bay coast at low tide
Photographing breeding shorebirds, ducks and loons
Watching the aerial acrobatics of Arctic Terns at
close range
Searching for Arctic Foxes and Arctic Hares among
wildflower-filled tundra

Hudson Bay
MANITOBA

Churchill
(flights to and
from Winnipeg)

ONTARIO
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Belugas

Detailed Itinerary

Exploring at low tide

© Denis Rivard

Day 2: Flight to Churchill; begin exploring
Our 7:00AM two-hour flight to Churchill ensures that we
arrive with most of the day ahead of us. We’ll stop by the
Parks Canada Visitor Centre in the historic train station to
get insights from staff about recent sightings. From there,
we head out to Cape Merry National Historic Site at the
mouth of the Churchill River and across from the Prince of
Wales Fort. Here, we’ll scan for northern gulls like Thayer’s,
Iceland and Glaucous, and handsome ducks like Common
Eider and Harlequin Duck. There is also a chance of getting
our first glimpses of Belugas. The Akudlik Marsh just outside
of town is a wetland complex of small lakes and tundra pools
surrounded by lichen and Dwarf Willow-covered hummocks.
This makes it an ideal nesting site for tundra breeders
such as Arctic Tern, Pacific Loon, Hudsonian Godwit, Stilt
Sandpiper and Long-tailed Duck. This area is also famous
for having been the world’s southernmost nesting site of the
elusive Ross’s Gull. Though it has been many years since the
last confirmed breeding here, there is always a slight chance
of encountering this much coveted species.
Overnight: Churchill Northern Studies Centre
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

© Tony Beck

Day 1: Arrive in Winnipeg
Meet your tour leader Bonnie and your fellow sub-Arctic
travellers this evening during a special Welcome Dinner at
the hotel. Get a good night’s rest to prepare for our early start
tomorrow morning.
Overnight: The Grand Winnipeg Airport, Winnipeg
Meals: Dinner

Day 3: Boating among Belugas in the Churchill River
Estuary
July marks the beginning of Beluga season in the Churchill
River estuary – one of three key summer congregation
points for the Western Hudson Bay population of about
57, 000 white whales. Following spring breeding season
and the break-up of sea ice, relatively warm and shallow
estuaries like that of the Churchill River are ideal places
for Belugas to feed, moult their skin, and give birth to
their calves. Our chartered on-the-water excursions allow
close encounters with these mysterious and enchanting
creatures. We will also have special access to a hydrophone
through which we’ll hear the cacophony of vocalizations
that have given rise to the name “canaries of the sea.” Back
on land, we’ll scan the river mouth for Parasitic Jaegers
and nearby tundra for mammals such as Arctic Fox and
Arctic Hare. Small tundra pools support amphibian life
in the form of Boreal Chorus Frogs. These can also be
excellent places to spot resident Sandhill Cranes.
Overnight: Churchill Northern Studies Centre
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 4: Breeding birds, mammals and tundra wildflowers
The 18 hours of full daylight will serve us well today
on an all-day exploration of the Churchill area’s many
habitats and their attendant life forms. Breeding season
in the tundra affords the chance to see animals behave
differently than during migration or through the winter.
Arctic Terns fervently and noisily defend their nesting
colonies on the wing; Lesser Yellowlegs do the same from
the tops of spruces.
Out on the open tundra, carpets of blooming wildflowers
such as White Mountain Avens, Lapland Rose Bay,
Common Butterwort, various saxifrages, and delicate
orchids warrant individual investigation. Among these
hardy flowers, American Golden-Plover, Smith’s Longspur,

Quest leader Tony Beck photographing Belugas
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We have planned our trip
to coincide with the peak of
breeding season for birdlife.
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Black Guillemot

Willow Ptarmigan, Snow Bunting defend their nesting sites
from ravens, foxes and jaegers. Collared Lemmings are of
particular interest to hunting Arctic Foxes – now donning
their handsome summer pelage. Pairs of Red-throated
Loons quietly patrol small tundra lakes, while closer to
shore, ubiquitous Lesser Snow Geese graze on the sedges
and grasses of salt marshes. At low tide, various resident
shorebirds take advantage of the temporary presence of
ideal feeding habitat. Offshore, we’ll watch for Harbour,
Ringed and Bearded Seals at the water’s surface or resting
atop large boulders.
Overnight: Churchill Northern Studies Centre
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 5: Belugas by zodiac; boreal forest birds
We aim to get even closer to small pods of Belugas
today by taking a zodiac ride into the estuary. Observing
their social habits is endlessly fascinating, and their
curious nature often results in excellent photographic
opportunities.
Today’s land exploration centres on the spruce,
Tamarack and aspen-filled Boreal Forest. In the Twin
Lakes area, there is a chance to see Woodland or Barren
Ground Caribou, in addition to several boreal breeding
birds such as Spruce Grouse, Canada Jay, Pine Grosbeak,
and Blackpoll Warbler. In more open stands of spruce,
we’ll listen for the melodious song of the Harris’s Sparrow.
This species’ nest was undescribed by science until one
was discovered in 1931 near Churchill, and is Canada’s
only endemic breeding bird species!
Overnight: Churchill Northern Studies Centre
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 6: Flights to Winnipeg and depart
After packing up, we’ll spend the entire morning and most
of the afternoon searching for wildlife and subarctic flora
across several habitats before an early dinner. We then
check in at the Churchill airport for our 8:15PM flight back
to Winnipeg. If you wish to stay an extra night in Winnipeg,
we would be more than happy to assist you with booking.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in these
notes are subject to change due to logistical arrangements
and to take advantage of local events.

Willow Ptarmigan

Red-necked Phalarope
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Churchill river

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): Approx. C$3975 + 5% GST
Includes C$200 in gratuities and internal flights

Single supplement: This option is not available for this tour.

Group Size:

10 – 12 participants

Included Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hotel accommodation in Winnipeg for one night based
on double occupancy
Roundtrip airfare from Winnipeg to Churchill
Single-sex quadruple rooms in Churchill at Churchill
Northern Studies Centre
Gratuities for services provided by Quest
Ground transportation in Churchill
Meals as described in the itinerary
Park entrance fees in Churchill
Services of Quest naturalist leader Bonnie Chartier

Not Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Return airfare from your home to Winnipeg
5% Goods and Services Tax
Fuel surcharge, if applicable
Extra hotel accommodations in Winnipeg if needed
Optional activities such as helicopter ride
Phone calls and items of a personal nature
Travel insurance
Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency or other situation

Payment Details:

A deposit of C$500 per person is required to reserve
your space on this tour. A payment of C$1000 is due
six months prior to departure. The balance is due 90
days prior to departure.
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What to Expect

Joining Instructions

This tour begins with our briefing and
welcome dinner at 6PM on July 2 at The
Grand Hotel Winnipeg Airport, which
is on the grounds of the Winnipeg
International Airport. Please ensure
that you arrive in Winnipeg by 4 PM
to join the group. Your homebound
flight from Winnipeg on July 7 should
not depart till after 11 PM. However,
please verify with us prior to booking
your flights as we will want to verify
the final Churchill-Winnipeg flight
schedule first.

Accommodation

We will be staying at the newly
renovated Churchill Northern Studies
Centre. You will be sharing a samesex quadruple room with bunk beds.
Washroom and shower facilities
are same-sex shared.

Travel Documents

If you are taking a flight to reach
Churchill you will require a passport.
If you are travelling from outside
Canada, please ensure your passport
is valid for at least 6 months beyond
your scheduled return date home.

Level of Activity: Moderate

Be prepared to hike for up to
two hours at a time unassisted on
uneven terrain. The small, spongey
hummocks that dot the tundra can
be deceptively tiring since footing is
often somewhat unstable. Shoreline
walks involve navigating rocky
terrain. For on-the-water outings,
you must be able to step up small
steps to board a jet boat and step
down intoa zodiac with minimal
assistance.

Transportation

We will be flying from Winnipeg
to Churchill return on Calm Air.
If you are making your own flight
arrangements to Winnipeg, please
contact us for the Calm Air schedule
in order to make sure your flights
connect. Once in Churchill, our
transportation will be by bus.

COVID-19 Entry and Travel Requirements

Early summer in Churchill has an
average daytime high of 14°C and
average morning low of 4°C. Daytime
temperatures can rise above 20°C,
while early morning sub-zero
temperatures are possible. This time
of year also tends to be fairly dry with
only minimal rain expected. Skies are
typically a mix of sun and cloud.

Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

All travellers on Worldwide Quest tours are required to be fully vaccinated
and prepared to show proof of vaccination as per local regulations. Please refer
to these websites for current requirements:

#SafeTravels

Worldwide Quest has been awarded
the World Travel and Tourism
Council’s #SafeTravels Stamp for
adopting health and hygiene global
standardized protocols. Learn more.

Churchill: http://www.churchill.ca/p/essential-travel
Manitoba: https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/prs/orders/index.html
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Additional Info
Extend your Stay

If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy
to design a personalized extension for you either before or after this tour.
Please let us suggest some options, based on your time available, budget
and interests.

Terms and Conditions

For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer
to your booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants
booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario
Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License
# 2667946). See full details here.

Cancellation Policy

All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial
deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your
scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable
and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final payment are
non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
See full details here.

Travel Insurance

We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical
insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or
interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms
and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory
on all our tours.

Worldwide Explorers Club

Can’t make the
dates of this tour?

Make it a Private Journey!

We can plan this tour:
•
•
•

For your dates
For your specific interests
And we deliver all our
signature touches…

We’ll tailor most of our small
group tours to suit your time
frame, budget, and interests,
or plan a completely customized
itinerary to suit your exact
specifications. With a Worldwide
Quest Private Journey, you
have the same attention to
detail, logistical expertise, and
imaginative details of our small
group tours, expertly designed
especially for you, as a couple,
a family, or a group of friends.
Private Journeys are surprisingly
affordable. Please call us to
get started.

Travel twice with us and you become a member of the
Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent
eligible group tours. Look for the WEC icon to find your next
tour. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used in conjunction
with any other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply.
Members also get access to special offers and exploratory tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
TICO#: 2667946
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The Quest Nature Tours

Experience

We aim to contribute to nature conservation by providing our travellers with the chance to experience wild
spaces and learn about wildlife in natural habitats. We’re delighted to welcome back our many repeat travellers
who enjoy our unique programs, our expert leaders and our style of travel. We’re equally delighted to introduce
our programs to a growing number of Quest first-timers who enjoy learning about the wildlife and natural
environments we share. Our tours are all about exceptional and educational nature experiences, camaraderie
and fun. We’re small and we plan to keep it that way. We focus on the elements we call the Quest Essentials:

Small Groups

More Time Exploring

Our groups are typically in the size range of 8 – 16
participants. On our daily excursions we may divide into
even smaller groups, so that you can be with fewer than eight
others as you explore. Our small group size allows us to be
attentive and quiet, giving us greater opportunity to observe
wildlife. Our logistics are flexible. We use smaller vehicles
and vessels to limit our environmental impact. All our
activities, such as talks, meals and gatherings are enjoyable
and focused.

Our tours are carefully conceived and executed to maximize
your time in the field. Our daily itineraries are full, but not
exhausting, and we build in ample opportunities for rest.
There is nothing routine about our days. While we travel
with a goal and destination in mind, we always give priority
to field observations by choosing routes that allow us to
maximize wildlife viewing along the way and modifying
our itinerary as necessary and possible.

Expert Leaders
Every Quest tour is led by one of our team of expert
Canadian naturalists. They are knowledgeable, congenial and
extraordinarily capable. Their objective is to ensure that our
Quest travellers get the most out of the nature experience.
A local naturalist also accompanies all tours outside North
America. Each is a highly trained expert with exceptional
knowledge of the flora and fauna of his or her local region.
Local guides help us to find and identify wildlife and share
their knowledge of the habits of the creatures we encounter
as well as the dynamics of the environment as a whole.

All Taken Care Of
From the moment you call our office, we’ll take care of all
the details from pre-departure information to post-tour
species compilations. Virtually everything is included in
the tour cost: accommodations, meals, transportation,
activities and gratuities. We travel off the beaten path
without sacrificing comfort. Our meals can be simple but
are always of good quality. And we place the focus on
where it should be: discovering our natural world.

We invite you to call us, email us or visit us in our
Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | travel@worldwidequest.com
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