ENRICHING LIVES
THROUGH TRA VEL

Since

1970

The Writers’ Refuge
A Writing Workshop on Pelee Island with Wendy O’Brien
October 12 – 16, 2022

Pelee Island
Winery
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Do you have a writing project
that you feel you need to do but
just aren’t sure how to begin?

Leamington

Do you begin writing and then... well, a million other
things get in the way? Do you wish to discover/re-discover
your own voice and write your own story! Then join us this
fall for The Writers’ Refuge.

Pelee Island

Point Pelee

Nestled on beautiful Pelee Island, this “connectivity-free,” five night
retreat provides the perfect setting to help you write -- away from
noise, criticism and competing distractions. Whether you are a writer
just beginning to discover your voice or in the midst of a project
needing time and space to move forward, this retreat is for you.
Morning workshop sessions will help identify and strengthen your unique style while honing your writing skills.
Afternoons will adopt a “bootcamp” model -- writing alone/together in concentrated blocks of time. Whether you
are hoping to create a memoir, a work of nonfiction, a novel, a short story or even poetry, this retreat will instill
in you a sense of confidence. After the retreat, a one-on-one follow-up session will provide you with individual
feedback on your work, to ensure that you are staying on track.
Are you ready? Are you ready to accept the challenge to pick up your pen and put your words down on the page?

Workshop Leader
Wendy O’Brien is committed to studying and encouraging excellence in writing. Her
doctoral work explored the philosophy in, and of, writing. During her over 30 years working
in post-secondary education she studied best practices and inspired her students towards
better reading and writing. Her interviews with writers at By The Lake Bookclub, The
Toronto International Festival of Authors, Blue Heron Book Drunkard Festival, Grit Lit and
Bourbon and Books enhanced her understanding of writing practices and the writing life.
She is the editor of several works of non-fiction including The Existential Phenomenology
of Simone de Beauvoir and On Hope. She has coached many writers from early drafts
through to the publication of their works. Her ongoing workshops, Find your Own Voice
and In Your Own Words regularly sell out.
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“Wendy is one of those individuals who can see
more thn you can in both yourself and your
writing. She is able to teach, cajole, correct,
encourage, and empower with wit and kindness
that brings out the best in you.”
— Workshop Participant, Author

“Without Wendy’s relentless insistence,
I would never have started – let alone
completed – my first novel. Her insights
and encouragement were indispensable.”
— David Michael, Author

“When Wendy believes in you, you’d better start
writing! She has an excellent ear for the story,
and knows when a writer goes off course.”
— Kathleen Metcalfe
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Detailed Itinerary

What to Bring

Wednesday, Oct. 12: Arrival Day
Please take the 10am ferry from Kingsville to beautiful Pelee
Island, then make your way to The Wandering Dog Inn. Settle
into your room and join us for an orientation luncheon.
12:00 – 2:00 Lunch and Free time
2:00 – 3:30 Writing Workshop
3:30 – 4:00 Break
4:00 – 5:00 Writing Alone/Together Bootcamp Session
6:00 – 8:00 Dinner (Independent)
8:00 – 9:00 The Writing Life: Readings and Reflections

•
•
•
•
•

Thursday, Oct. 13 – Saturday, Oct. 15: Writing Workshop
Each day will unfold as below:
7:30 – 8:30
Breakfast at the Inn
9:00 – 11:00
Writing Workshop
12:00 – 2:00 Lunch and Free time
2:00 – 3:30
Writing Alone/Together Bootcamp Session
3:30 – 4:00
Break
4:00 – 5:00
Editing Session
6:00 – 8:00
Dinner (Independent)
8:00 – 9:00
The Writing Life: Readings and Reflections

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Notebook/Journal
Pens/Felt-Pens (multi-coloured)
Pencils and erasers
Computer/ipad
Plug-in cords/chargers (Remember there is no
connectivity at the Inn)
Research books/Research notes – We will
provide dictionaries, word menus, writing
guides onsite. Please only bring books that you
absolutely need. Remember, research can be so
much more fun than actually getting words on
the page!
Pleasure reading book
Binoculars
Camera
Hiking/Walking Clothes
Walking Sticks
Snacks
Comfortable clothes including indoor slippers/
socks or shoes

Sunday, Oct. 16: Departure Day
7:30 – 8:30 Breakfast at the Inn
9:00 – 11:00 Writing Workshop Session (Wrap Up)
12:00 – 2:00 Lunch
2:00 – 4:00 Checkout and Travel to Ferry
4:00
Catch Ferry from Pelee Island back to Kingsville
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Wandering Dog Inn

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): Approx. $1995 + GST
Includes all taxes and gratuities.

Group Size:
8 – 10 workshop participants

What’s Included:

Not Included:

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Accommodations at The Wandering Dog Inn based on
single occupancy
Breakfast daily
Five lunches
Daily workshop sessions with Wendy O’Brien
A one-hour, one-on-one follow-up session with Wendy
O’Brien approximately one month after the retreat
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Transportation to and on Pelee Island
Meals other than mentioned above
Any item not mentioned in ‘what’s included’ above

Payment Details:
A non-refundable deposit of C$500 per person is required
to reserve a space on this retreat. Final payment is due
90 days prior to departure. We accept payment by VISA,
MasterCard, or cheque.
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What to Expect

Joining Instructions
This workshop begins with lunch at
noon on October 12th and concludes
on the afternoon of October 16th.
Getting to/from The Wandering Dog
Inn on Pelee Island:
You must book the Pelee Island Ferry
•
•

Wednesday, October 12: The Ferry
departs Kingsville at 10:00AM,
arriving at Pelee Island at 11:30AM
Sunday, October 16: The Ferry
departs Pelee Island at 4:00PM,
arriving at Kingsville at 5:30PM

Accommodation

Level of Activity: Moderate
A good level of fitness is important
for this trip. You must be comfortable
walking on uneven terrain and
irregular paving in gardens and along
cobblestone streets for at least two
hours at a stretch. In many places
access to sites is only on foot and we
will be walking extensively in towns.

Transportation
This is a self-drive program. You
will make your own arrangements
to reach the Inn and will need your
own source of transportation while
on the island.

Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

#SafeTravels

The Wandering Dog Inn is
Canada’s most Southern Inn located
on Canada’s most southern inhabited
land. The Main House is a 125-yearold farm house with an open air
veranda and 4 rooms upstairs that
accommodate to 2 adults per room
with 2 full bathrooms upstairs and
2 bathrooms downstairs. Each room
in the Main House is assigned its
own bathroom. A common area
offers board games, a small lending
library and community fridge.
The Inn also offers 5 private suites
located at the back of the property.
These suites have private entrances
and offer king and queen beds with
private bathrooms, private screened
porches, charcoal grills, bar fridges,
microwaves, and hammocks. There
is no TV and no WiFi at the Inn.

Worldwide Quest has been awarded
the World Travel and Tourism
Council’s #SafeTravels Stamp for
adopting health and hygiene global
standardized protocols. Learn more.
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Additional Info
Extend your Stay
If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy
to design a personalized extension for you either before or after this tour.
Please let us suggest some options, based on your time available, budget
and interests.

Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer
to your booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants
booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario
Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License
# 2667946). See full details here.

Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial
deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your
scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable
and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final payment are
non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
See full details here.

Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical
insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or
interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms
and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory
on all our tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com

TICO#: 2667946
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The Worldwide Quest Experience
Designing travel is an art and a craft. It’s creating a combination of special unforgettable
experiences complemented by flawless technical proficiency. Making sure you travel well is a skill
that comes with insider knowledge, know-how and imagination. It’s something we’ve been doing
since 1970; creating unique itineraries for curious travellers to some of the world’s most intriguing
destinations. Every trip we create features these essentials:
DISCOVERY AND ENRICHMENT

Our expert leaders and hosts, both North American
and local, bring scholarship, specialized knowledge, and
congeniality. They ensure not only that all the details of
your travels are flawlessly taken care of but also provide
a grass roots understanding of the context of what you’re
seeing and experiencing.

RESPONSIBILITY

We consider the impact of our travels on the places we
visit and travel to reduce our footprint. We connect with
local communities where we travel.

SMALL GROUP SIZE

Small truly is beautiful. Small allows us the joy of intimate
experiences in accommodation and touring. Small means
we can all sit around a table for meals and get to know
each other, to hear what our tour leaders are saying, ask
questions, and delve deeper.

VALUE

We respect the investment you make in your travels. It’s
important to us that you are delighted by your experience;
that your anticipation is not only satisfied but rewarded.
We strive to fill our tours with Signature Moments that
you carry home in your heart.

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

We design each and every itinerary we offer and we offer an outstanding variety of unique experiences on every journey.
We relentlessly stay abreast of accommodation choices for exceptional location, quality and service. We constantly monitor
destination developments for special opportunities and any changes in security.
Because we manage the quality of the experience on all our Small Group Tours and Private Journeys firsthand, we are
confident that we will meet your expectations. We respect your time and your budget and are keenly aware that your travel
dreams are precious. Travellers who enjoy the Worldwide Quest experience return to us to enjoy our fine portfolio of tours
because they know where ever they travel around the world we deliver what we promise.

We invite you to call us, email us, or visit us in our
Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
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