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Why travel with
Classical Pursuits?
We create unforgettable cultural experiences for travellers passionate
about literature and the arts. Each of our small-group tours has its
own theme, from 1920s Paris to Zen arts in Japan to Renaissance
masters of Venice.
What makes Classical Pursuits different from other cultural tours
is the active role you take in making your travel more meaningful.
All our trips come with books to read ahead of the trip, and a custom
guidebook with handpicked background reading. (These are included
in the tour price and are sent to you in advance.) While on tour, you’ll
gather every two or three days with your fellow travellers and tour
leader to discuss the readings.
Past travellers tell us these seminars are one of their favourite parts
of a Classical Pursuits trip. They love the chance to savour conversation
with others who value literature and the arts as much as they do.
They’re not just listening to lectures—they’re creating their own
understanding of a place through a lively exchange of ideas.

All aspects of our itineraries are designed to give you a more
memorable experience:
•

Groups capped at 16, giving you
access to people and places out
of reach to larger tours

•

Accommodations in comfortable,
well-located hotels with character

•

Generous unscheduled time
and an unrushed pace

•

The convivial company
of your guides and fellow
travellers

We’d love to welcome you on this tour. We understand you may have
questions about how our tours work. To learn more, contact Worldwide
Quest: 1-800-387-1483 or travel@worldwidequest.com
Click here to read our FAQs on the Worldwide Quest website.
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Miracle of the Slave by Tintoretto

I

mmerse yourself in the beauty and
innovation of Renaissance Venice through
its architecture, art, and music. Our “slow
travel” approach offers you full week of
exploration: Visit famous and lesser-known
sites at a pace that allows you to fully
benefit from the expertise of our guides and
leave with a rich understanding of what
made the Venetian Renaissance unique.

Titian, his student, mixed realistic techniques from
the North with traditional Italian classicism. Of
Renaissance painters, Velázquez said that above
all others, “Titian wears the crown.” Then came
Veronese, whose decorative paintings in the Doge’s
Palace celebrate Venice’s wealth and power, a republic
that lasted 1,000 years despite countless wars on sea
and land. And Tintoretto, whose gigantic, powerful
Biblical scenes in the Scuola Grande di San Rocco
were painted to mark Venice’s recovery from the
plague.

Start with the Basilica of San Marco and its own
version of the Gothic, with touches of the Byzantine.
With our local guide, trace the architectural history
of the city from the exquisite Ca’ d’Oro (Palazzo Santa
Sofia) to the top of the towering Campanile. And then
to the grand classicism of Palladio, whose influence
is still felt throughout the Western world. Feel the
resonance of Palladio’s great churches — San Giorgio
Maggiore and Il Redentore.

Venetian artists, more than Florentine ones, used
brilliant colour and strong contrasts of light and
dark. The lavish colours available to Venetian
artists came from the republic’s maritime trade
with the Eastern Mediterranean and the Far East.
Ultramarine literally means “beyond the sea,” and
refers to the blue pigment made with lapis lazuli from
Afghanistan. Venetians also used such pigments to
make rich textiles and their famous glass.

We’ll have other wonderful guides, too. Writings by
Goethe, Ruskin and Palladio himself will offer the
perceptions and responses of fine eyes and minds.

Finally, listen to the marvelous music being
written and performed. Like his fellow artists and
architects, Claudio Monteverdi looked to classical
sources when he created Orfeo, the first great opera.
Monteverdi used tone painting to create colour and
drama in his music. He has an emotional affinity
with Titian, a topic we will explore in our seminar
discussion. During our stay in Venice we will have the
opportunity to enjoy concerts in beautiful locations
(subject to schedules.)

Move on to experience the beauty of Venetian painting,
from the charming style of Carpaccio to the enigmatic
artistry of Giorgione, from Titan’s graceful figures to
the dark power of Tintoretto. The colour harmony of
Giovanni Bellini’s altarpieces has rarely been equaled.

Discussion Leader
Sean Forester is an artist and lecturer from the San Francisco Bay Area. He studied
classical painting at the Florence Academy of Art in Florence, Italy, where he was director
of art history, humanities, and composition. He teaches at the Golden Gate Atelier. Sean
has a BA from The Great Books Program at St. John’s College, Santa Fe, and an MA from
Cambridge University. He has led Classical Pursuits/Worldwide Quest trips to Paris,
Florence and Russia.
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Readings

Giovanni Bellini, 1505
San Zaccaria Altarpiece

To be announced!

Signature Moments
Get inspired by the magnificent art and architecture of
Renaissance Venice
Delight in the special magic of Venice in the evenings, long after
the throngs have departed
Dig in to the history of Venetian painting in Sean’s exclusive seminars
Savour the flavours of traditional Venetian cuisine

Map

Milan

Vicenza
Venice

ITALY
Florence

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT

|

1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666

|

TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM

Basilica di San Giorgio Maggiore

Detailed Itinerary
Day 1: Meet in Venice
Arrive in Venice, where our local representative will
meet you at the airport and provide a transfer by water taxi
to our hotel in the heart of La Serenissima. Meet Sean and
fellow participants for a discussion of the delights that await.
Take a short walk to reach Piazza San Marco, one of the most
breathtaking public spaces in the world and the epicentre
of the Venetian republic. Get a bird’s-eye view of the square
and the city from the top of the Campanile tower. Enjoy a
“spritz” at sunset before dinner together this evening.
Overnight: Hotel Ruzzini Palace, Venice
Meals: Dinner
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Dome inside Church of San Zaccaria

Day 2: Basilica of San Marco, Doges Palace and Church
of San Zaccaria
Begin the day with Sean’s seminar in a private room at
our hotel. We take the short walk back to Piazza San Marco
where we will spend the day. The sumptuous Basilica of San
Marco reflects the cosmopolitan character of the Venice
of end of the first millennium with its Greek cross layout,
a profusion of Byzantine domes, and walls clad in marble
from Syria and Egypt. We’ll take a close look at the both
the exterior’s niched portals and interior with its glittering
ceiling mosaics, reading the stories told by the images from
the altar to the entry. The all-powerful doges ruled the
maritime republic of Venice from the Palazzo Ducale beside
the Basilica in Piazza San Marco. Visit the beautiful palace
clad in pink and white marble to see the Renaissance gilded
halls and paintings by Tintoretto and Veronese. From here
we continue to the Church of San Zaccaria, which houses
masterpieces by Bellini, Titian, Tintoretto, and Van Dyck,
gifts to the church by the wealthy parents of girls educated
at the church’s elite convent.
Overnight: Hotel Ruzzini Palace, Venice
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day 3: Academia Galleries and Grand Canal cruise
This morning we visit the Accademia galleries, the world’s
most important collection of paintings by Bellini, Titian,
Canova, and other masters of the Italian Renaissance.
The story of Venice is told here, from Tintoretto’s Stealing
of the Body of St. Mark depicting the origins of the city
to Veronese’s Feast in the House of Levi illustrating the
dark chapter of the Inquisition. This afternoon we see the
palaces on the Grand Canal from the viewpoint of a private
boat as we take a leisurely ride on the water, with the
magnificent palaces on spectacular display as the sun sets.
Overnight: Hotel Ruzzini Palace, Venice
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Day 4: Titian masterpieces as the Church of the Frari
and Scuola Grande di San Rocco
Following Sean’s morning seminar, we head to the
imposing Gothic church of the Frari, a monument to
Titian who is buried here. The church is home to two
of Titian’s early masterpieces as well as Donatello’s
expressive sculpture of St. John the Baptist, Giovanni
Bellini’s serene Madonna and Child, and the first living
portrait of a doge by Paolo Veneziano. Next door is the
Scuola Grande di San Rocco with 60 compelling paintings
by Tintoretto adorning the walls. The ground floor
paintings tell the story of St. Mary from the Annunciation
to the Assumption. Upstairs, Tintoretto filled the chapter
room with darkly dramatic biblical scenes.
Overnight: Hotel Ruzzini Palace, Venice
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Feast in the House of Levi by Paolo Veronese (1573)
TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT

|

1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666

|

TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM

Venice is a city unique in the world: stone emerging
from water, winding canals and winding streets.
A city of reality, of illusion, of East and West, of
domes and towers, sparkling sunlight, and strange
mists. An inspiration for so many writers, artists, and
travellers over the centuries. An inspiration for you.

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT

|

1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666

|

TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM

Basilica di San Giorgio Maggiore

Day 5: Ca’ d’Oro and Peggy Guggenheim Collection
Begin the day with Sean’s seminar. Then we travel by
private water taxi to the Ca’ d’Oro, one the most beautiful
of Venetian Gothic palaces and now home to the Galleria
Franchetti, which exhibits masterpieces plundered from
Veneto churches during Napoleon’s conquest of Italy,
featuring bronzes, tapestries, and paintings, including
Titian’s Venus with a Mirror and Mantegna’s St. Sebastian.
The view from the palace’s balcony overlooking the Grand
Canal is gorgeous. We change our focus this afternoon
travelling by water taxi to the Peggy Guggenheim Collection
showcasing works of surrealist, futurist and expressionist
art by the heiress who was an enthusiastic advocate for
20th-century Italian art. The sculpture garden where
Guggenheim is buried features works by Henry Moore
and Alberto Giacometti.
Overnight: Hotel Ruzzini Palace, Venice
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Tiramisu

Day 6: San Giorgio Maggiore and Giudecca Islands
Sean’s concluding seminar begins the day, before
visiting two of Venice’s southern islands. We cross the
bacino to the island of San Giorgio Maggiore to see
the monumental basilica designed by Palladio. Two of
Tintoretto’s masterpieces flank the altar. Continue to
the Giudecca to see another of Palladio’s early buildings,
the Church of Il Redentore built to celebrate the city’s
deliverance from the plague in the 1500s. We conclude our
visit at the church of Santa Maria della Salute, its striking
dome guarding the entrance to the Grand Canal. The
unusual domed octagonal structure recalls both GrecoRoman temples and Kabbalah diagrams. The sacristy
displays glorious works by Titian and Tintoretto. We
celebrate our week in Venice with dinner together
this evening.
Overnight: Hotel Ruzzini Palace, Venice
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Day 7: Depart Venice
Depart Venice this morning with a transfer to the Venice
airport or train station. Or join the extension to Vicenza
with Sean, to delve deeper into Palladio’s works.
Meals: Breakfast

Note: The itinerary and accommodation described here are
subject to change due to logistical arrangements, artists’
schedules and to take advantage of local events.

Polenta with meat sauce
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This tour is eligible
for the WEC 5% credit.
Read all about the
Worldwide Quest
Explorer’s Club here.
Every booking earns
WEC status!

Doges Palace

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): US$5995
Single Supplement: US$975

Group Size:

12 – 16 participants

What’s Included:

Not Included:

•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Airport transfers for passengers arriving and
departing as per the group itinerary
Accommodation based on double occupancy in
hotel as listed or similar
Meals as noted in the itinerary
Seminars with Sean Forester
All activities as listed in the itinerary
All entrance fees to sites visited with the group
Services of specialized English-speaking guides
Gratuities for escort, local guides, drivers, hotel,
and group meals
Applicable taxes at time of writing

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roundtrip airfare from your home to the tour start
and end points
Meals other than those mentioned above
Beverages with meals
Concert tickets (cost to be advised, subject to
schedules)
Visa fee if required
Fuel surcharges, if applicable
Excess baggage charges
Items of a personal nature
Travel insurance
Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency or other situation
Any item not mentioned in “what’s included”

Payment Details:

A non-refundable deposit of US$500 per person is
required to reserve a space on this tour. A second
payment of US$1000 per person is due six months
prior to departure. Final payment is due 90 days prior
to departure.
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What to Expect

Joining Instructions

This tour begins with our briefing
and welcome dinner at 3PM on Day 1.
Please ensure that you arrive in Venice
by 2PM to join the group. All travellers
arriving on the start date of the tour
will be met on arrival and transferred
to the group hotel. This transfer is
included in the cost of the tour. When
you book the designated pre-trip
accommodation with Worldwide Quest,
your transfer from the airport to our
group hotel on arrival is included. If
you are making your own pre-trip
arrangements, this transfer can be
provided at additional cost. The tour
concludes with a single complimentary
transfer from the hotel to the airport
on Day 8. Please contact us to verify
timing of this transfer prior to making
any flight arrangements.

Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

#SafeTravels

Level of Activity: Moderate

A good level of fitness is important
for this trip as we will be walking
extensively both on flat terrain and
up and down Venice’s many bridges.
You must be comfortable walking on
uneven terrain and irregular paving
for at least two hours at a stretch.
Note also that most sites we visit do
not have elevators and that we will be
standing in museums and palaces.

Transportation

This is a walking tour. You must
be comfortable walking on uneven
terrain and irregular paving and up
and down Venice’s many bridges for
at least two hours at a stretch. Note
also that most sites we visit do not
have elevators and that we will be
standing in museums and palaces.

Accommodation
Travel Documents

You will require a passport for
this trip. Please ensure it is valid
for at least six months beyond your
scheduled return home. Canadian
and USA passport-holders do not
require a tourist visa for Italy. Before
booking, please refer to the Canadian
government website to obtain travel
advice for the destination(s) you are
visiting: www.travel.gc.ca

Worldwide Quest has been awarded
the World Travel and Tourism
Council’s #SafeTravels Stamp for
adopting health and hygiene global
standardized protocols. Learn more.

The Ruzzini Palace Hotel is a
beautifully restored 17th century
palace located on Campo Santa
Maria Formosa in the quiet Castello
neighbourhood away from the tourist
throngs but just a short ten-minute
walk to Piazza San Marco. The
charming guest rooms are well sized
with a rich red and white colour
scheme, beamed ceilings, Murano
chandeliers, and original
oil paintings.

Weather

We will be enjoying early spring
weather in Venice. Expect a mix of
sun and cloud with average daytime
temperatures between 12°C and 14°C
and overnight temperatures of about
5°C. Be prepared for the possibility of
light rain.

COVID-19 Entry and Travel Requirements

All travellers on Worldwide Quest tours are required to be fully vaccinated
and prepared to show proof of vaccination as per local regulations. Please refer
to these websites for current requirements:
Italy: https://www.salute.gov.it/travellers
Canada: https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid
United States: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
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La Rotonda interior

La Rotonda

Villa Foscari interior

Palladio’s works in and around Vicenza
Optional Post-Tour Extension with Sean Forester | April 3 – 5, 2023
Rooftop at Antico Hotel
Day 1: Villa Foscari and Villa Pisani
We depart Venice this morning, travelling to Vicenza.
Our route loosely follows the Brenta Canal lined with
magnificent Palladian villas. Historic boats travelled along
here moving minstrels and nobles between Venice’s city
palaces and splendid country homes. We’ll visit two of
these, the magnificent Villa Foscari “La Malcontenta” and
the monumental Villa Pisani at Stra, arriving in Vicenza
at the end of the day.
Overnight: Antico Hotel Vicenza, Vicenza
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Day 2: Vicenza
This morning we explore Vicenza on foot, enjoying the
feel of this jewel of a city and visiting key Palladian sites.
We’ll see the renowned Teatro Olimpico, the first covered
permanent theatre of the modern era, inspired by ancient
Roman amphitheatres, and the Basilica Palladiana which
served as the seat of government in the Renaissance. This
afternoon we visit the showstopper “La Rotonda”, one
of Palladio’s most admired buildings. The hilltop villa is
capped by a dome over a square, colonnaded base. Inside
the circular central hall is covered with magnificent
trompe l’oeil frescoes.
Overnight: Antico Hotel Vicenza, Vicenza
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Extension Cost (per person): Approx. US$1795
Single supplement: US$275
Group size: 6 – 14 participants
What’s Included: Transportation by private vehicle
throughout, two nights’ accommodation at the Hotel Antico
Vicenza or similar in double occupancy, breakfast daily, two
dinners, guided visits and entry fees to all sites mentioned,
seminar with Sean Forester.

Day 3: Depart Vicenza
Our tour ends after breakfast today. Guests make
independent departure arrangements. Vicenza is
linked by fast train service to Milan or Venice.
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Additional Info

Romanesque mosaic Inside Church of San Zaccaria

Extend Your Stay

If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy
to design a personalized extension for you either before or after this tour.
Please let us suggest some options, based on your time available, budget
and interests.

Terms and Conditions

For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer
to your booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants
booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario
Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License
# 2667946). See full details here.

Cancellation Policy

All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial
deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your
scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable
and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final payment are
non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
See full details here.

Travel Insurance

We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical
insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or
interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms
and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory
on all our tours.

Worldwide Explorers Club

© Didier Descouens

Travel twice with us and you become a member of the
Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent
eligible group tours. Look for the WEC icon to find your next
tour. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used in conjunction
with any other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply.
Members also get access to special offers and exploratory tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
TICO#: 2667946
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