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Why travel with
Classical Pursuits?
We create unforgettable cultural experiences for travellers passionate
about literature and the arts. Each of our small-group tours has its
own theme, from 1920s Paris to Zen arts in Japan to Renaissance
masters of Venice.
What makes Classical Pursuits different from other cultural tours
is the active role you take in making your travel more meaningful.
All our trips come with books to read ahead of the trip, and a custom
guidebook with handpicked background reading. (These are included
in the tour price and are sent to you in advance.) While on tour, you’ll
gather every two or three days with your fellow travellers and tour
leader to discuss the readings.
Past travellers tell us these seminars are one of their favourite parts
of a Classical Pursuits trip. They love the chance to savour conversation
with others who value literature and the arts as much as they do.
They’re not just listening to lectures—they’re creating their own
understanding of a place through a lively exchange of ideas.

All aspects of our itineraries are designed to give you a more
memorable experience:
•

Groups capped at 16, giving you
access to people and places out
of reach to larger tours

•

Accommodations in comfortable,
well-located hotels with character

•

Generous unscheduled time
and an unrushed pace

•

The convivial company
of your guides and fellow
travellers

We’d love to welcome you on this tour. We understand you may have
questions about how our tours work. To learn more, contact Worldwide
Quest: 1-800-387-1483 or travel@worldwidequest.com
Click here to read our FAQs on the Worldwide Quest website.
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t’s a rare visitor to Iceland who is not touched by its desolate beauty. This wild island
boasts some of Europe’s most impressive natural wonders—massive glaciers, barren
highlands, rumbling volcanoes, vast lava fields, deep gorges and fjords, geysers, thermal
pools. It’s a land of extremes that begs to be explored.
What thrills the traveler, though, has made living in Iceland a challenge for much of its history. Until World War II, a struggle
for subsistence was the main feature of life for most inhabitants. Icelanders have clung to the bits of arable land along the
island’s coast, scraping a living from farming, fishing and herding. Several times during Iceland’s 1100-year inhabited history,
Icelanders have considered abandoning the island as the most viable option for their survival. Centuries of isolation and
hardship have bred a nation of tough, hardy, self-reliant Norse individualists.
Icelanders are also, remarkably, among the most literate and literary people in the world. Icelanders have long defined
themselves as a literary nation. From the time the first Vikings settled this northerly island in the late ninth century,
they began recounting their story in folktales, poems, oral histories and song. Two centuries later, those stories began to
be captured in writing in the prose and poem “Eddas,” the Book of Icelanders, the Book of Settlements, and, most notably,
in the great Icelandic Sagas. Near-mythic prose tales that dwell midway between ancient epic and modern novel, the Sagas
form the very core of the nation’s literary heritage and cultural identity.
Today, with life in Iceland far more secure, literature, art and design are thriving. The capital city Reykjavik bustles with
theater, concerts, readings, galleries and boutiques. Literary output is remarkable for a nation of only 300,000 people,
with more books published per capita than perhaps any other place in the world.
We’ll explore the Icelandic love of language and storytelling first with discussion of two works from the catalogue of
Icelandic sagas. We’ll then get a more recent take on life in Iceland through discussion of novels by the 20th-century
Nobel laureate Halldór Laxness and by the extraordinary poet and novelist Sjón.

Discussion Leader
International traveler Gary Schoepfel has been a leader with Classical Pursuits from the start,
and has covered destinations from India to Philadelphia. He’s former VP of the Great Books
Foundation and is a faculty member at Harrison Middleton University faculty. A worshiper of
the Bard, lover of beers, bibliophile, fair in the kitchen, and kayaking enthusiast, Gary thinks
that all that myths tell us is already buried deep in our bones.
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Readings
Saga of the Confederates
The Saga of Hrafnkel, Frey’s Godi

The Fish Can Sing by Halldór Laxness
From the Mouth of the Whale, by Sjón

Signature Moments
View the magnificent collection of Iceland sagas at the new
Icelandic House
Keep an eye out for the as Huldufólk, (‘hidden people’) on the
Snaefellnsess Peninsula
Savour the flavours of delicious smoked salmon and other
Icelandic specialties
Get inspired by the vistas of volcanoes and black lava fields
on comfortable walking trails

Our Route

Snæfellsnes
Borgarnes

ICELAND
Reykholt
Þingvellir

Reykjavik
Hella
Skógar
North
Atlantic Ocean
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Strokkur Geysir

Detailed Itinerary
Sunday, Oct. 1: Arrive Reykjavik
Wielding the energy and edginess of a city 100 times its
size, Reykjavik has seized a spot among the world’s cultural
capitals. Reykjavik is one of the first cities in the world to be
named a UNESCO City of Literature and the first non-native
English-speaking city to receive this title. We’ll be met at the
airport this morning and proceed directly to breakfast as
most flights arrive in the very early morning. We’ll meet our
local guide and set off for first look at the city, checking into
our hotel in the early afternoon. After a rest, we’ll visit the
National Museum of Iceland to gain insight into the history of
the Icelandic nation from the Settlement to the present day.
Overnight: Hotel Canopy, Reykjavik
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Monday, Oct. 2: Reykjavik’s City Centre
We begin the day with our first literary discussion. Then
we’re off to visit The Icelandic House, a new construction
housing the Árni Magnússon collection of medieval Icelandic
manuscripts (scheduled to open in spring 2023). The Codex
Regius of the Poetic Edda (Konungsbók Eddukvæða) and the
Codex Flateyensis (Flateyjarbók) were returned to Iceland
from Denmark, a remarkable and symbolic event in Iceland’s
history. After lunch, we’ll visit the main settings of the
novel The Fish Can Sing; the old churchyard, Tjörnin Lake,
the Cathedral, and Austurvöllur Square. Iceland is as much
character as location in this story and we’ll enjoy getting
to know this particular character. This evening (schedule
permitting) we’ll attend a concert at waterside Harpa
Concert Hall. The winner of the Mies van der Rohe Award
for contemporary Architecture in 2013, Harpa’s crystalline
structure was inspired by Icelandic landscapes and traditions.
Its dramatic design captures and reflects the light of the city,
ocean and sky to thrilling effect.
Overnight: Hotel Canopy, Reykjavik
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Tuesday, Oct. 3: Thingvellir National Park, Geysir, Gullfoss
Today we leave the Reykjavik area, following the Golden
Circle route where Iceland’s dramatic scenery comes to
life. Our first stop is at the UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Thingvellir National Park where the North American and
Eurasian tectonic plates are separating and find out more
about Iceland’s unique geology. We continue to Geysir, the
hot spring that gave its name to the phenomenon worldwide and Strokkur, one of the world’s few natural geysers
that erupts on a regular basis or every 5-10 minutes. We’ll
explore the Gullfoss Waterfall, Iceland’s most famous
waterfall, and a national monument. Our drive takes us
onward through bucolic Icelandic farmland to the area
of South Iceland where many of the most famous sagas
were set.
Overnight: Hotel Ranga
Meal: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Wednesday Oct. 4: South Coast Exploration
We’ll start the day with a literary discussion. Then we set
off along the southern slopes of Eyjafjallajokull Volcano
for some of Iceland’s most dramatic scenery; on one side,
tall mountains with a succession of waterfalls cascading
from the glaciers above, while on the other, views of the
North Atlantic coastline with its black sand beaches and
dramatic headlands. From here, a short drive brings us to
the tiny village of Skogar to visit one of Iceland’s finest folk
museums; its old turf farmhouse provides a glimpse into
the fishing and farming culture of past centuries. We’ll
stop at the breathtaking Skogafoss waterfall, stroll in the
quaint town of Vik and explore the beautiful black sand
beaches around the village.
Overnight: Hotel Ranga
Meal: Breakfast, Dinner

Gullfoss
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At Þingvellir – literally “Assembly
Plains” – the Alþing general assembly
was established around 930 and
continued to convene there until 1798.
Major events in the history of Iceland
have taken place at this protected
national shrine.
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Outdoor spa area at Hotel Hamar

Thursday, Oct. 5: Hiking in the Reykjadalur Valley, head West
An hour’s drive takes us to the Reykjadalur Valley, located
in the hills behind the small village of Hverargerdi. We’ll
hike a lovely trail in a geothermal valley; along the way we’ll
see different types of hot springs from small gurgling pots
to vibrant super-heated pools. Some of these are the perfect
temperature for a relaxing dip! On our route to the west,
we’ll stop at the Hellisheidi geothermal power plant for a
tour of this state-of-the-art power station and learn about
how Icelanders harness geothermal energy. We’re staying
for three nights at a countryside hotel near the beautiful
town of Borgarnes with breathtaking views of the fjord
and mountains.
Overnight: Hotel Hamar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Friday, Oct. 6: Snorri’s Reykholt
We begin the day with a literary discussion and then head
out to visit the Settlement Centre in Borgarnes to see the
exhibition focusing on the Settlement of Iceland and the
Saga of Egill, one of Iceland’s most famous Viking warriors
and poets. At nearby Reykholt, we visit the home of Snorri
Sturluson (1178 – 1241). Snorri was a chieftain and the most
important medieval Icelandic writer – some would argue that
he was the most influential writer of the Middle Ages. Later
we’ll take a walk to see Hraunfossar, one of Iceland’s most
beautiful waterfalls and Deildartunguhver, a powerful
hot springs.
Overnight: Hotel Hamar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Kjarvalstadir Art Museum

Saturday, Oct. 7: Snaefellsness Peninsula
This magical peninsula has everything from lava
fields, volcanic features, ice caps of volcanoes, caves,
black sand beaches, fishing villages, and a very special
library. We’ll marvel at the views during our scenic drive
today. The Snæfellsjökull glacier is a dormant stratovolcano capped with a glacier that erupted 1800 years ago;
the lava fields extend over 30km to black lava beaches. We’ll
visit two very special ‘libraries’ here. Close to one of these
beaches is the Lóndrangar Cliff with a volcanic plug said to
the library of the elves known as Huldufólk, or the ‘hidden
people’. In the village of Stykkishólmur we’ll visit the
Library of Water which houses 24 glass pillars filled with
melted glacial water from Iceland’s major ice caps. Both an
art piece and a natural history collection, the project aims
to capture the spirit of Iceland through its waters, weather,
and words.
Overnight: Hotel Hamar
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Sunday, Oct 8: Borgarfjordur Walking Trails
Join the morning literary discussion, then head out
to delight in the views as we visit the stunning Glanni
waterfall and the hidden oasis of Paradisarlaut in the
middle of a lava field. On our drive back to Reykjavik,
we‘ll visit the site of the homestead of Egill Skallagrimsson
(904-995) and learn about Egill’s Saga believed to have
been written by Snorri Sturluson telling the story of the
poet, warrior, and serial killer.
Overnight: Hotel Canopy, Reykjavik
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Monday, Oct. 9: Reykjavik
This morning we visit the Kjarvalstadir Art Museum
to see the permanent collection of works by Johannes
Kjarval, Iceland’s most beloved artist, most famous for his
landscapes. His depictions of lava emphasizing its surface
and tactility give a new dimension to our perception of
nature. Spend the afternoon at the Blue Lagoon and enjoy
a few hours relaxing in the aqua-blue waters of the famous
spa before celebrating our own Icelandic saga at a farewell
dinner this evening.
Overnight: Hotel Canopy, Reykjavik
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Tuesday, Oct. 10: Depart Reykjavik
The day is at leisure before we transfer to the airport for
homeward bound flights.
Meals: Breakfast

Note: The itinerary and accommodation described here are
subject to change due to logistical arrangements, artists’
schedules and to take advantage of local events.
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This tour is eligible
for the WEC 5% credit.
Read all about the
Worldwide Quest
Explorer’s Club here.
Every booking earns
WEC status!

Downtown Reykjavik

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): US$5995
Includes all taxes and gratuities.
Single Supplement: US$1275

Group Size:

12 – 15 participants

What’s Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arrival and departure transfers at destination if
travelling on group flights
Accommodation based on double occupancy in hotel
listed or similar
Meals as specified in the itinerary
Transportation by private coach
Sightseeing with qualified English-speaking guides
All entrance fees
All gratuities for group services
All taxes for group services
Literary discussions
Books and readings
Fully escorted

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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Not Included:
•
•
•
•

Roundtrip airfare from your home
Cancellation / Interruption and Medical Insurance
Items of a personal nature
Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency or other situation

Payment Details:

A non-refundable deposit of US$500 per person is
required to reserve a space on this tour. A second
payment of US$1000 per person is due six months
prior to departure. Final payment is due 90 days prior
to departure.
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What to Expect

Joining Instructions

This tour begins with breakfast on
October 1. All travellers arriving
on the start date of the tour will be
met on arrival and transferred to
breakfast at the group hotel. This
transfer is included in the cost of the
tour. The tour concludes with a single
complimentary transfer from the
hotel to the Reykjavik Airport on
Day 10. Please contact us to verify
timing of this transfer prior to
making any flight arrangements.

Accommodation

Level of Activity: Moderate

This tour involves walking on city
sidewalks and in museums and
galleries. We will also be enjoying
hikes and walks while we are staying
in the countryside. You should be
comfortable walking on uneven terrain
and be able to walk for periods of up
to three hours. Should you have any
questions about your ability to take
part in this tour, please give us a call.

#SafeTravels

Worldwide Quest has been awarded
the World Travel and Tourism
Council’s #SafeTravels Stamp for
adopting health and hygiene global
standardized protocols. Learn more.

The Hotel Klettur in Reykjavik is a
modern hotel in the centre of the city.
Rooms are comfortable but functional,
equipped with tea and coffee-making
equipment and a small fridge.
The Hotel Stracta is in the countryside
on the outskirts of the town of Hella.
The hotel park has outdoor hot-tubs
and sauna. Stylish, minimalist rooms.

Weather
Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

The hotels on this tour are comfortable
and simply furnished in the
Scandinavian style. All rooms have
private facilities and WiFi is available
at all hotels.

October is a transition month in
Iceland (and one of the least busy)
and we can expect a mix of mild and
cooler weather with average daytime
temperatures between 8°C and 11°C
and overnight temperatures of about
5°C. Expect some windy days and
bring a waterproof jacket just in
case.

The Hotel Hamar near the pretty town
of Bogarnes is surrounded by nature.
Every room had doors opening directly
onto the grounds to enjoy the views
and access the geothermal-heated
outdoor pool.

Travel Documents
COVID-19 Entry and Travel
Requirements

All travellers on Worldwide Quest
tours are required to be fully
vaccinated and prepared to show
proof of vaccination as per local
regulations. Please refer to these
websites for current requirements:

Transportation

We will be travelling in a comfortable
air-conditioned vehicle driven by a
professional driver.

You will require a passport for
this trip. Please ensure it is valid
for at least 6 months beyond your
scheduled return home. Before
booking, please refer to the Canadian
government website to obtain travel
advice for the destination(s) you are
visiting: www.travel.gc.ca

Iceland: https://island.is/en/p/entry
Canada: https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid
United States: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/
testing-international-air-travelers.html
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Additional Info

Rue Petit Champlain

Extend Your Stay

If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy
to design a personalized extension for you either before or after this tour.
Please let us suggest some options, based on your time available, budget
and interests.

Terms and Conditions

For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer
to your booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants
booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario
Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License
# 2667946). See full details here.

Cancellation Policy

All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial
deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your
scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable
and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final payment are
non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
See full details here.

Travel Insurance

We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical
insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or
interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms
and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory
on all our tours.

Worldwide Explorers Club

Travel twice with us and you become a member of the
Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent
eligible group tours. Look for the WEC icon to find your next
tour. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used in conjunction
with any other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply.
Members also get access to special offers and exploratory tours.

How to Book

Pictured: The goat Heiðrún (cropped). “Quite
a useful goat”, as Snorri says. From the 18th
Century Icelandic manuscript SÁM 66 in the care
of the Árni Magnússon Institute in Reykjavik.

Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to
secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
TICO#: 2667946
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