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J

oin fellow food-obsessed travellers and your Chief Epicurian Officer Jusep Sim to
discover what makes Singapore and Vietnam a food lover’s dream.

Start in Singapore; centuries before the birth of ‘fusion cuisine’, there was Singapore with its intricately
multicultural heritage and culinary traditions from Chinese, Arab, Indian, Persian, and Malay communities.
Dive into Hawker Centres, the treasured national symbol of the country where street food reaches its highest
expression in lively (and hygienic!) complexes. Each cart is hyper-specialized; owners have been making their
dish and only this dish for years, perfecting it to an art. Over five days here we’ll explore the many different
cultural and gastronomic expressions of this lively city.
Then to Vietnam where we explore graceful Hoi An and energetic Saigon. Here more delicious dishes compete for
your attention as you sample foods with a little taste of France and some flavours of China influencing a cuisine
noted for its complex flavours combining spicy, sour, bitter, salty, and sweet. Hoi An is a delightfully atmospheric
town with a lovely riverside setting. The UNESCO-listed old town is filled with well-preserved merchant houses,
Chinese temples, and ancient tea warehouses. Muscular Saigon dazzles with its vitality. Timeless alleys and
creative niches blend with skyscrapers and each district has its own character and food scene.
Experience three cooking classes, foodie walks, and Jusep’s off-piste explorations on this curated culinary
experience. With extended stays in just three bases, our pace is relaxed so we can really dig in to everything
we discover.
Consider joining the optional extension to Siem Reap, gateway to Angkor Wat to see the most amazing temples
in Southeast Asia and a sample a unique cuisine.

Tour Leader
Jusep Sim is the Founder and Chief Epicurean Officer (CEO) of Chopsticks+Forks,

Toronto’s top rated food tour. A world traveller and passionate food adventurer,
he’s travelled to over 55 countries eating his way through each one.
Chopsticks+Forks was recently recognized by TripAdvisor as
having a Top 25 Food Experience in the World!
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Pho, Vietnam’s
unofficial national dish

Signature Moments

Our Route

Taste authentic flavours in colourful night markets

Da Nang

THAILAND

Connect with chefs passionate about Singapore’s
culinary heritage

CAMBODIA

Get inspired by hands-on cooking classes
Gulf of
Thailand

Feast your eyes on Hoi An’s ancient temples and bridges

Hoi An
VIETNAM

Ho Chi Minh City
(Saigon)

Dig in to Saigon’s Pho Trail
MALAYSIA
Singapore
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Botanic Garden

Detailed Itinerary
Wednesday, Feb. 1: Meet in Singapore
Arrive in Singapore Changi Airport where our local
representative provides a transfer to our hotel in the heart
of the city. Rest and refresh at the hotel, then meet Jusep and
our local foodie expert for a first step into Singapore’s famed
night food market scene at Lau Pa Sat. This beloved hawker
centre is filled with dozens of tantalizing stalls including
satay, seafood, and the iconic Hainanese chicken rice and
“beer aunties” making their rounds at the tables taking
orders for Tiger beer and soda. The market is an architectural
gem with ornamental columns, soaring arches, and solid
iron filigree work dating from Victorian times. The perfect
introduction to our food adventure!
Overnight: Naumi Hotel, Singapore
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Thursday, Feb. 2: Singapore // Joo Chiat and Kampong Glam
The Joo Chiat neighbourhood is historically home to the
Peranakan community also known as “Straits Chinese,” the
descendants of the early Chinese settlers to Singapore. As we
explore the area, we’ll admire the colourful, two-story shop
houses and terrace houses with ornate facades, intricate
motifs, and ceramic tiles. Buddhism, Confucianism, and
Taoism all have a place here, as do various arts and crafts.
Cool cafés sit next to old world ‘kopitiams’ (coffee shops)
offering the famous Katong Laksa, ‘kueh chang’ dumplings,
and the mix of Malay and Chinese cuisine known as ‘nonya’.
This afternoon we head to Kampong Glam to delve into the
city’s Malay heritage. From the Golden Dome Mosque to the
Malay Heritage Centre housed in a former Sultan’s Palace
and the Hajjah Fatimah Mosque we’ll explore the atmospheric
lanes of this area filled with eclectic shops. We’ll end the
day at the famed Old Airport Road Food Centre, a very popular
place in Singapore to have wallet-friendly local favourites
like prawn noodles, Hokkien mee, satay and rojak. Three
rows of back-to-back stalls are home to more than 160 food
stalls including several featured in the Michelin food guide.
Overnight: Naumi Hotel, Singapore
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Nonya Laksa

Friday, Feb. 3: Singapore // Cooking Class, Botanic Gardens
Roll up your sleeves for a Singaporean cooking experience.
Learn to prepare some Singapore favourites like Nonya
Laksa, Chicken Satay, and Char Kuey Teow with our hosts
this morning – learn about fresh ingredients and secret
touches and bring home the recipes. Take an afternoon
stroll in the 150-year-old Botanic Gardens, Singapore’s
first UNESCO World Heritage site housing a variety of
botanical and horticultural attractions. Walking trails
take you through lush vegetation, heritage trees, and
vibrant flowers. This evening, catch the Marina Bay Sands
Spectra, an outdoor light and water show along the city’s
promenade. Advanced lasers, fountain jets, and visual
projectors make this a stunning display!
Overnight: Naumi Hotel, Singapore
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Saturday, Feb. 4: Singapore // Excursion to Melaka,
Malaysia
Singapore was a part of Malaysia for two short years
(1963 – 1965) before forming an independent republic
in 1965. Today we travel the short distance into Malaysia
to visit the city of Melaka. Its port was once one the
richest on earth; it silted up and the city became an
historical footnote as the Dutch and the British broke the
Portuguese hold on the city and eventually left Malacca
to its slow decline. Its rich and diverse past can still be
seen in neighbourhoods where a 17th century Chinese
Buddhist temple stands beside a Hindu temple and a
mosque decorated with Portuguese tiles and a Victorian
chandelier contrasts with St. Peter’s Church, the centre
of the Kristang community of Roman Catholics. As we
explore the city, we’ll sample Portuguese-Malay cuisine
and Nyonya cuisine combining Peranakan and Malay
influences.

Overnight: Naumi Hotel, Singapore
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
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“I believe that food is the most
accessible way to get a glimpse into
the soul of a country or culture and
the most wonderful way to connect
with people.” — Jusep Sim
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Sunday Feb. 5: Singapore // Chinatown
Singapore’s Chinatown is filled with a mix of modern
architecture, ancient temples, and vibrant markets. Set off
this morning to explore Telok Ayer Street, the primary area
set aside by Sir Stamford Raffles for the Chinese community
and the original focal point of settlement in Chinatown.
Stop at the Yueh Hai Ching Temple, home of the Teochew
community and the Fuk Tak Chi Temple of the Cantonese
and Hakka communities. Visit one of the oldest and most
important Hokkien temples in Singapore, Thian Hock
Keng Temple, built in traditional southern Chinese style of
stone, tiles and dragons and phoenixes, amazing cravings,
intricate sculptures and imposing columns. Take a walk
down Amoy Street and drop in at the Chinatown Market
to see the unusual spices and herbs. We’ll lunch at one of
the most famous hawker centres; Maxwell’s Centre where
celebrity chefs have visited over the years to enjoy the Tian
Tian Hainanese Chicken Rice and the White Pepper Crab.
Enjoy the afternoon and evening at leisure to make your
own food discoveries.

Overnight: Naumi Hotel, Singapore
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Tuesday, Feb. 7: Hoi An
Accompanied by a local guide, today’s exploration of
the beautiful landscapes around Hoi An begins with a
leisurely cycle ride through the countryside to observe
rural Vietnamese life first-hand. All manner of photo
opportunities present themselves on this compelling
excursion; water buffalo ploughing muddy rice fields, ducks
waddling along narrow paths, and farmers tending their
crops. Enjoy a home-hosted lunch today, then travel past
fields of rice and small market towns to the ancient temple
of My Son, appearing magically through lush vegetation.
Translated as ‘Beautiful Mountain’, My Son was once the
most important city in the Champa Kingdom, the centre for
both intellectual and religious activities as well as the burial
place of choice for the Cham kings, considered one of the
foremost Hindu temple complexes in Southeast Asia. Now
only 20 or so structures still stand, however the complex
remains a place of rural tranquillity and is a delight to
discover. (We’ll be cycling along quiet lanes. If you prefer
not to cycle, our driver will bring you in our minibus).

Overnight: Boutique Hoi An Resort
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Banh xeo

Monday, Feb. 6: Fly to Danang, Vietnam – Drive to Hoi An
This morning we move on to the second part of our trip as
we fly from Singapore to Danang, Vietnam then drive on
to the beguiling old port town of Hoi An. We’ll jump right
in with a guided walk in the historic and well-preserved
old quarter, a colourful enclave of 18th century merchant
houses, ancient temples, riverfront patios, and covered
bridges. We’ll be sampling traditional favourites like banh
mi (the baguette filled with savory ingredients, cucumber,
egg, carrots, and chili sauce), Vietnamese coffee, and the
‘white rose’ (a dumpling filled with minced pork and shrimp
served with a sweet and sour fish sauce), among other
specialities. Enjoy a BBQ dinner at a riverside restaurant.

Overnight: Boutique Hoi An Resort
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

My Son temple

© Bernard Gagnon

Wednesday, Feb. 8: Hoi An // Cooking Class
Today we immerse ourselves in Hoi An’s culinary delights.
Led by a local chef, we’ll gather herbs, vegetables, and
seafood at a small local market, then take a boat ride along
the Thu Bon River to an island in the river delta for a
hands-on cooking experience. The menu may include local
specialties such as banh xeo (gorgeous, crispy pancakes
local to Hoi An, stuffed full of pork, spring onion, shrimp
and bean sprouts), BBQ chicken and lime leaf, a traditional
Vietnamese mango salad, and cabbage leaf parcels with
shrimp mousse in broth. Take the afternoon to explore on
your own – Hoi An is blissfully free of the curses of traffic
and pollution.

Overnight: Boutique Hoi An Resort
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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Boutique Hoi An Resort

Thursday, Feb. 9: Fly to Saigon
The third part of our culinary adventure is in Ho Chi
Minh City (Saigon). A short midday flight brings us to this
dynamic city, a cavalcade of bicycles, rickshaws, cyclos, and
scooters. This afternoon we explore the city centre with
its gorgeous old colonial architecture – the stunning opera
house, the former Hotel de Ville de Saigon, and the lovely
Continental Hotel of Graham Greene’s “Quiet American”
fame. Visit the Taoist Jade Emperor Pagoda filled with
ornate carvings and fierce-looking statues. Saigon comes
alive at night when people finish work and spend time
with family and friends, enjoying street life. We’ll feel the
festive atmosphere as we head out to dinner this evening.

Overnight: Hotel Place des Arts, Saigon
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

© Steffen Schmitz

Nen Hue Street, Ho Chi Minh City

Saturday, Feb. 11: Saigon // The Phở Trail, Cooking Class
Start the day with a bowl of Vietnam’s unofficial national
dish, pho, then explore the back streets, wandering
past food stalls, com tam (broken rice) restaurants, and
intriguing small shops. Stops for the intensely strong and
sweet Vietnamese coffee perk you up along the way. Enjoy
some free time before joining our afternoon cooking class
featuring traditional recipes with a contemporary twist.
A delicious finale to our culinary adventure.

Overnight: Hotel Place des Arts, Saigon
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Friday, Feb. 10: Saigon // Mekong Delta
The Mekong delta, southwest of the city, is where the bulk
of the country’s produce is grown. Today we travel out of
Saigon to cruise the tributaries of this mighty river. We’ll
stop in at family food producers and observe fishers and
farmers as we take in this tranquil setting and the lush
surroundings of rice paddies and fruit farms. A delicious
seafood lunch is served at a local home. Return to Saigon in
the afternoon with time at leisure to explore independently.

Sunday, Feb. 12: Depart Saigon
Transfer to the airport for your departure flights or join
the optional extension to Siem Reap.
Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in this tour brochure
are subject to change due to due to logistical arrangements and to take
advantage of local events.

Overnight: Hotel Place des Arts, Saigon
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Vietnamese mango salad
© HungryHuy

Jade Emperor Pagoda

Seafood market in Saigon

© Mig Gilbert
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This tour is eligible
for the WEC 5% credit.
Read all about the
Worldwide Quest
Explorer’s Club here.
Every booking earns
WEC status!

Hoi An

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): Approx. US$4995
Includes all taxes and gratuities.

Single Supplement: Approx. US$1395
We would be happy to try to match you with a suitable roommate. If we are unable to, the single supplement
will apply. This will be collected at 90 days prior to departure.

Group Size:
14 – 16 participants

What’s Included:

Not Included:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Airport transfers for passengers arriving and departing
as per the group itinerary
Accommodation based on double occupancy in hotels as
listed or similar
Meals as noted in the itinerary
Flight from Singapore to Danang
Flight from Danang to Ho Chi Minh City
Transportation by air-conditioned coach
Bottled water on the coach
All activities as indicated in the itinerary
All entrance fees for sites visited with the group
Three cooking classes
Specialized food walks
Services of specialized English-speaking guides
Gratuities for escort, local guides, drivers, hotel, and
group meals
Applicable Taxes at time of writing
Hosted by Jusep Sim

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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•

Roundtrip airfare from your home to join the tour
Meals other than those mentioned above
Beverages with meals
Visa fee
Fuel surcharges, if applicable
Excess baggage charges
Items of a personal nature
Travel insurance
Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency or other situation
Any item not mentioned in “tour cost includes” above

Payment Details:
A deposit of US$500 per person is required to reserve
your space on this tour. A payment of US$1000 is due six
months prior to departure. The balance is due 90 days
prior to departure.
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What to Expect

Joining Instructions
This tour begins with our briefing
and welcome dinner at 5PM on Feb.
1st. Please ensure that you arrive in
Singapore by 3PM to join the group.
All travellers arriving on the start
date of the tour will be met on arrival
and transferred to the group hotel.
This transfer is included in the cost
of the tour. When you book the
designated pre-trip accommodation
with Worldwide Quest, your transfer
from the airport to our group hotel on
arrival is included. If you are making
your own pre-trip arrangements, this
transfer can be provided at additional
cost. The tour concludes with a single
complimentary transfer from the
hotel to the airport on February 12th.
Please contact us to verify timing of
this transfer prior to making any
flight arrangements.

Weather
We expect a mix of sun and cloud
with average daytime temperatures
between 28°C and 32°C and overnight
temperatures of about 25°C. February
typically has low humidity levels.

Level of Activity: Moderate
A good level of fitness is important
for this trip. You must be comfortable
walking on uneven terrain and
irregular paving in gardens and along
cobblestone streets for at least two
hours at a stretch. In many places
access to sites is only on foot and we
will be walking extensively in towns.

Travel Documents
You will require a passport for this
trip. Please ensure it is valid for at
least 6 months beyond your scheduled
return home. Canadian and USA
passport-holders do not require a
visa for stays in Singapore. A visa is
required for entry to Vietnam and can
be obtained prior to arrival. We will
provide instructions for this process.

Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666

The Naumi Hotel Singapore
Enjoy modern minimalism with a
contemporary twist at this boutique
hotel in a prime location in the
city centre. The hotel is home to an
international art collection and has
a infinity pool and bar on the rooftop.
Compact rooms are cleverly designed
to maximize space.

Hotel Place des Arts, Saigon
A boutique hotel set in a modern
building displaying the owner’s
personal collection of paintings and
antiques. Enjoy the views from the
rooftop bar.

COVID-19 Entry and Travel Requirements
All travellers on Worldwide Quest tours are required to be fully vaccinated and
prepared to show proof of vaccination as per local regulations. Please refer to
these websites for current requirements:
Singapore: https://safetravel.ica.gov.sg/arriving/overview
Vietnam: https://vietnam.travel/things-to-do/information-travellers-novelcoronavirus-vietnam
Canada: https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid
|

Accommodation
We stay in carefully selected first
class hotels, located in the historic
centre of each town. All hotels have
private facilities, TV, and WiFi. Hotels
are traditional and decorated in
typical style.

The Boutique Hoi An Resort
A modern resort with private
balconies facing the sea. Enjoy the
spa and the large swimming pool
within a beautifully maintained
tropical garden leading onto An
Bang Beach.

#SafeTravels
Worldwide Quest has been awarded
the World Travel and Tourism
Council’s #SafeTravels Stamp for
adopting health and hygiene global
standardized protocols. Learn more.

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT

Transportation
We will be travelling in a comfortable
air-conditioned vehicle driven
by a professional driver. The tour
includes two economy class flights;
from Singapore to Danang and from
Danang to Ho Chi Minh City.
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Optional Extension

Siem Reap, Cambodia
Sunday, Feb. 12: Fly to Siem Reap
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for the short
flight to Siem Reap, Cambodia. This afternoon we’ll join
our local foodie to sample Cambodian dishes in several
different locations from small family run speciality
restaurants to favourite street-food stands. We’ll get
around by Khmer remork (tuk tuk) to experience some
of the best culinary haunts.
Overnight: Treeline Urban Resort, Siem Reap
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Monday, Feb. 13: Siem Reap Cooking Class
Start the day with our chef visiting a local market,
then head into the kitchen to prepare signature dishes
such as chicken amok, banana blossom salad, and
pumpkin custard. Enjoy your creations over lunch.
This afternoon, admire the monumental magnificence
of Angkor Thom – last capital of the Khmers, with its
Elephant Terrace, the Terrace of the Leper King and the
stunning Bayon temple. This 12th century masterpiece
lies at the very centre of Angkor Thom and is an
archaeological wonder of symmetry and grandeur.
Continue your exploration of the Angkor Temples at
Ta Prohm, the temple that has been left largely in its
natural state since its “re-discovery” by French explorers.
Surrounded by jungle, its labyrinth of stone hallways is
overgrown with the roots and limbs of massive banyan
trees, which envelop the stone like tentacles.
Overnight: Treeline Urban Resort, Siem Reap
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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Tuesday, Feb. 14: Angkor Wat
This afternoon, visit Angkor Wat, the largest temple
in the world. Conceived by Suryavarman II, Angkor Wat
took an estimated 30 years to build and is believed to have
been a funeral temple for the king. Intricate bas-reliefs
surround Angkor Wat on four sides with each one telling
a story. We’ll take in the spectacular view as the sun rises
and spend the morning exploring the site. The afternoon
is at leisure to continue exploring the city before our
splendid dinner this evening.
Overnight: Treeline Urban Resort, Siem Reap
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Thursday, Feb. 15: Depart Siem Reap
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for departure
flights.

Extension Details
Extension Cost (per person): US$1595
Single supplement: US$495

What’s Included: Flight from Ho Chi Minh City to Siem
Reap, arrival and departure transfers, accommodation
for three nights in hotel listed or similar based on double
occupancy, meals as outlined in the itinerary, cooking
class, all activities and entrance fees.
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Additional Info
Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer
to your booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants
booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario
Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License
# 2667946). See full details here.

Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial
deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your
scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable
and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final payment are
non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
See full details here.

Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical
insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or
interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms
and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory
on all our tours.

Worldwide Explorers Club
Travel twice with us and you become a member of the
Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent
eligible group tours. Look for the WEC icon to find your next
tour. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used in conjunction
with any other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply.
Members also get access to special offers and exploratory tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com

TICO#: 2667946
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The Worldwide Quest Experience
Designing travel is an art and a craft. It’s creating a combination of special unforgettable
experiences complemented by flawless technical proficiency. Making sure you travel well is a skill
that comes with insider knowledge, know-how and imagination. It’s something we’ve been doing
since 1970; creating unique itineraries for curious travellers to some of the world’s most intriguing
destinations. Every trip we create features these essentials:
DISCOVERY AND ENRICHMENT

Our expert leaders and hosts, both North American
and local, bring scholarship, specialized knowledge, and
congeniality. They ensure not only that all the details of
your travels are flawlessly taken care of but also provide
a grass roots understanding of the context of what you’re
seeing and experiencing.

RESPONSIBILITY

We consider the impact of our travels on the places we
visit and travel to reduce our footprint. We connect with
local communities where we travel.

SMALL GROUP SIZE

Small truly is beautiful. Small allows us the joy of intimate
experiences in accommodation and touring. Small means
we can all sit around a table for meals and get to know
each other, to hear what our tour leaders are saying, ask
questions, and delve deeper.

VALUE

We respect the investment you make in your travels. It’s
important to us that you are delighted by your experience;
that your anticipation is not only satisfied but rewarded.
We strive to fill our tours with Signature Moments that
you carry home in your heart.

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

We design each and every itinerary we offer and we offer an outstanding variety of unique experiences on every journey.
We relentlessly stay abreast of accommodation choices for exceptional location, quality and service. We constantly monitor
destination developments for special opportunities and any changes in security.
Because we manage the quality of the experience on all our Small Group Tours and Private Journeys firsthand, we are
confident that we will meet your expectations. We respect your time and your budget and are keenly aware that your travel
dreams are precious. Travellers who enjoy the Worldwide Quest experience return to us to enjoy our fine portfolio of tours
because they know where ever they travel around the world we deliver what we promise.

We invite you to call us, email us, or visit us in our
Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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