June at the Floe Edge

SPRING WILDLIFE AND WILDERNESS IN THE NUNAVUT SPRING
June 12 – 19, 2022
June is a month of great change in the Arctic as the long days usher in a flurry of activity. Life returns to the land as wildflowers begin to
blossom and tundra birds set up nesting territories. Life at sea also changes as the thick ice which has beset the waters for months yields
to the sun’s warm rays and begins to break up. The Polar Bear remains as long as it can upon the ice along the breaks, while the breakup allows whales and seabirds to return to summer feeding grounds. The edge of ice and open sea – the floe edge – becomes a wildlife
highway.
On this inaugural tour for wilderness lovers, we travel to the boundaries of ice and open sea at the very top of Hudson Bay. Starting at
the village of Naujaat on the Arctic Circle (formerly called Repulse Bay), we make our way over the ice by snowmobile to the floe edge
where we will set up camp and spend the coming days in a wonderful setting. Polar Bears may course atop the ice’s edges nearby.
Narwhal, Beluga, and Bowhead Whales, pushing their boundaries into the thawing sea, may pass before us and stunning Arctic birds
such as the gorgeous King Eider also push forth. We’ll feel the pulse of the Arctic spring as it takes place around us in serene surroundings.
Photographic opportunities will be numerous. Our expert local guides will monitor the changing conditions, always on the lookout for
all wildlife, and we’ll move about accordingly.
If you particularly enjoy the prospect of discovering Canada’s remote regions, then consider joining us for this inaugural tour of discovery
at ‘the edge’.
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Tour Leader
Born in Tokyo, Japan, Katsu Sakuma had already established himself in the paddling
business before moving to Canada with his family in 1999. It was therefore a natural move
to begin his career in Canada as a canoe guide in Algonquin Park. With an active interest in
natural history and wild spaces, he expanded his activities to Vancouver Island as well as the
Yukon River. Since 2007, Katsu has worked as a Seasonal Park Naturalist in Algonquin Park
during each fall colour season. He is passionate about connecting Canadians and visitors to
our country’s vast wild spaces!
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Detailed Itinerary

View around Naujaat

Sunday, June 12: Arrive in Winnipeg
Meet your tour leader Katsu and your fellow Arctic travellers this
evening during a special Welcome Dinner at the hotel. Get a good
night’s rest to prepare for our early start tomorrow morning.
Overnight: Victoria Inn, Winnipeg
Meals: Dinner
Monday, June 13: Flight to Naujaat, to the floe edge
This morning we’ll take a flight to Naujaat via Rankin Inlet, and
we expect to reach Naujaat in mid-afternoon. Arrived in Naujaat,
we will be meeting our local guide and support crew and receive
an orientation on the course of the day’s events. We’ll then depart
Naujaat and transit across the ice to a suitable location where the
ice is beginning to break, and then set up camp. Although we may
be tempted to remain awake because of the 24-hours of daylight,
we may eventually like to have some sleep. Our guides are constantly
aware of the surroundings so we’ll be ready for any wildlife that may
present itself. Time permitting, before we depart Naujaat, we may
have a bit of time to explore the edges of Naujaat.
Overnight: Floe Edge Camp
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Tuesday – Thursday, June 14 – 16: The Floe Edge
Our schedule over these days is flexible. We’ll have ample
opportunity to hold vigil at the floe edge and watch for any
whales, birds or Polar Bears to come by. This is a time for great
contemplation, and we can become very well attuned with the
solitude and quiet of the Arctic over the course of these days!
For a change of scenery, and depending on conditions, we may
also embark our motorized canoes for trips in the surroundings,
allowing us a chance to explore and get a broader sense of the
local environment, with more opportunities for wildlife
sightings and enjoy this vast environment!
Overnight: Floe Edge Camp
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Friday, June 17: Return to Naujaat
We will head to Naujaat, where we’ll have a chance to explore
around town, for scenery, plants and birds as well as a chance
to interact with the local people.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Overnight: Inns North, Naujaat
Saturday, June 18: Return to Winnipeg
Our schedule today depends on flights. Once back in Winnipeg,
we’ll enjoy a Farewell Dinner and get a good rest before our
departures tomorrow.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Farewell Dinner
Overnight: Victoria Inn, Winnipeg
Sunday, June 19: Depart
This morning we’ll head to the airport nearby for our homeward
flights. Depending on your destination or the timing of our flights,
it may be possible to have breakfast at the hotel.
Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in this detailed
itinerary are subject to change due to logistical arrangements and
to take advantage of local events.

Arctic Ground Squirrels
King Eiders

WWW.QUESTNATURETOURS.COM | TOLL-FREE 1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666 | TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM | 491 KING ST. E. TORONTO, ON M5A 1L9

Narwhal

Camp at the floe edge

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): Approx. C$7195
Based on 7 travellers | Includes all taxes, gratuities, and internal flights.
A single supplement is not available for this tour.
Group Size:
7 – 12 participants
What’s Included:
• Hotel accommodation in Winnipeg for two nights based
on double occupancy
• Hotel accommodation in Naujaat for one night based on
double occupancy
• Roundtrip airfare from Winnipeg to Naujaat
• Shared accommodations in floe-edge tents near Naujaat
• Gratuities for services provided by Quest
• Transportation in Naujaat
• Meals as described in the itinerary
• Services of Quest naturalist leader Katsu Sakuma

Not Included:
• Return airfare from your home to Winnipeg
• 5% Goods and Services Tax
• Fuel surcharge, if applicable
• Extra hotel accommodations in Winnipeg if needed
• Optional activities
• Phone calls and items of a personal nature
• Travel insurance
• Additional arrangements required due to any emergency
or other situation
Payment Details:
A non-refundable deposit of C$1000 per person is required
to reserve a space on this tour. A second non-refundable
deposit of C$1000 will be required 6 months prior to
departure. Final payment is due 90 days prior to departure.
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What to Expect
Joining Instructions
This tour begins with our briefing and welcome dinner at 6PM on June 12 at the Victoria Inn,
which is a 15-minute walk or 2-minute drive from the Winnipeg airport. Please ensure that
you arrive in Winnipeg by 4PM to join the group. Our tour ends in the morning of June 19.
You are welcome to book your homebound flights at any time. Please do not book flights
until this tour is confirmed.
Level of Activity: Easy to Moderate
Very little mobility is required for this tour, as we will be spending much of our time
lounging about the floe edge. We may have more opportunity to walk more amply about
the town of Naujaat or at select landings that we can access by boat from the floe edge.
Any walks may involve navigating rocky terrain, but slopes are generally gentle and
distances are short. For on-the-water outings, you must be able to step into a motorized
canoe with minimal assistance. Participants will need to be comfortable with sometimes
bumpy conditions as we transit between Naujaat and the floe edge up to several hours
(see details under Transportation below). Participants should also be comfortable
sleeping on the ground (details in Accommodations below). Meals will be simple
but hearty.
This is a wilderness experience. If you have any questions about the physical requirements
of this tour, please contact the Quest office.
Accommodation
In Winnipeg and in the village of Naujaat, we’ll be staying in comfortable standard hotel
accommodations. At the floe edge, we’ll be staying in shared tents; 4 or 2 per tent. We will
allot tents depending on the number of participants and gender balance. Our sleeping
bags are rated to -15C so they will be warm. There are no bathing facilities available;
however, there will be an enclosed tent set up for travellers wishing completely private
comfort facilities. There is no electricity availability. A satellite phone will be available for
emergencies.
Transportation
We will be flying together from Winnipeg to Naujaat return. Once in Naujaat, we will
translocate to the floe edge in a motorized canoe placed upon a sled that will be pulled
by a snowmobile, with a maximum of 6 passengers per canoe. These motorized canoes
may later serve to bring us across stretches of open water.
Weather
We should expect an average temperature hovering between 0 and 5°C. We should have
24 hours of sunshine.
Travel Documents
Canadians must have a government issued photo ID to board a plane for flights within
Canada. Americans and British Subjects should have a valid passport to visit Canada.
Mountain Avens
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Additional Info

Polar Bear

Extend your Stay
We have a special relaxing 3-night extension to a favourite lodge in Costa Rica’s
Monteverde region. If you are interested in this extension or in exploring other parts of
this region, we would be happy to assist you. We can design a personalized extension
for you either before or after this tour. Please let us know and we’ll be happy to suggest
options based on your time available, budget and interests.
Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer to your booking
form, the current brochure or our website. All participants booking with Worldwide
Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest
International, Ontario - License # 2667946). See full details here.
Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial deposit
for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your scheduled departure
date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable and non-transferable. Your second
payment and your final payment are non-refundable and non-transferable. If you
cancel within 90 days prior to trip departure, all associated trip costs are nonefundable. In the event of a cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest i
mmediately and in writing. See full details here.
Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical insurance in
place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or interrupt your trip or should
the tour not be operable per our terms and conditions. We will offer you Manulife
insurance coverage. Medical insurance including emergency medical evacuation
coverage is mandatory on all our tours.
Worldwide Explorers Club
Travel twice with us and you become a member of the Worldwide Explorers
Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent eligible group tours. Look for the WEC
icon to find your next tour. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be
used in conjunction with any other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply.
Members also get access to special offers and exploratory tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.
1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com

TICO#: 2667946
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The Quest Nature Tours

Experience

We aim to contribute to nature conservation by providing our travellers with the chance to experience wild spaces and learn about wildlife
in natural habitats. We’re delighted to welcome back our many repeat travellers who enjoy our unique programs, our expert leaders and
our style of travel. We’re equally delighted to introduce our programs to a growing number of Quest first-timers who enjoy learning about
the wildlife and natural environments we share. Our tours are all about exceptional and educational nature experiences, camaraderie
and fun. We’re small and we plan to keep it that way. We focus on the elements we call the Quest Essentials:

Small Groups

More Time Exploring

Our groups are typically in the size range of 8 – 16 participants. On
our daily excursions we may divide into even smaller groups, so that
you can be with fewer than eight others as you explore. Our small
group size allows us to be attentive and quiet, giving us greater
opportunity to observe wildlife. Our logistics are flexible. We use
smaller vehicles and vessels to limit our environmental impact. All
our activities, such as talks, meals and gatherings are enjoyable
and focused.

Our tours are carefully conceived and executed to maximize
your time in the field. Our daily itineraries are full, but not
exhausting, and we build in ample opportunities for rest. There is
nothing routine about our days. While we travel with a goal and
destination in mind, we always give priority to field observations
by choosing routes that allow us to maximize wildlife viewing along
the way and modifying our itinerary as necessary and possible.

Expert Leaders
Every Quest tour is led by one of our team of expert Canadian
naturalists. They are knowledgeable, congenial and extraordinarily
capable. Their objective is to ensure that our Quest travellers
get the most out of the nature experience. A local naturalist also
accompanies all tours outside North America. Each is a highly
trained expert with exceptional knowledge of the flora and fauna
of his or her local region. Local guides help us to find and identify
wildlife and share their knowledge of the habits of the creatures we
encounter as well as the dynamics of the environment as a whole.

All Taken Care Of
From the moment you call our office, we’ll take care of all the
details from pre-departure information to post-tour species
compilations. Virtually everything is included in the tour cost:
accommodations, meals, transportation, activities and gratuities.
We travel off the beaten path without sacrificing comfort. Our
meals can be simple but are always of good quality. And we place
the focus on where it should be: discovering our natural world.
We invite you to call us, email us or visit us in
our Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | travel@worldwidequest.com

WWW.QUESTNATURETOURS.COM | TOLL-FREE 1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666 | TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM | 491 KING ST. E. TORONTO, ON M5A 1L9

