Spain in Spring

SUPERB BIRDS, WILDFLOWERS, AND LANDSCAPES
April 16 – 29, 2022
There is no country in the Mediterranean that offers such a wealth of stunning scenery, diverse natural habitats, Romanesque architecture,
ancient fortified hilltop villages and superb bird watching as Spain. For two weeks we’ll travel the entire length of this sun-drenched land.
We’ll start from a vantage point near Gibraltar where the Moroccan coastline is only twelve kilometres away, travel across the vast open
plains where Great Bustards still gather and Spanish Imperial Eagles soar overhead, and visit the lofty heights of the Pyrenees Mountains.
We’ll visit some of Spain’s renowned nature reserves at a time when Europe’s bird migration is in full swing and the wildflowers are starting
to paint the countryside in colourful hues. We will stop at a raptor migration viewpoint to see dozens, perhaps hundreds of raptors and
storks as they cross the Mediterranean Sea to the Spanish coast. We’ll also explore Doñana National Park, Monfragüe National Park,
and some splendid Pyrenees alpine habitats. As we travel we’ll also be watching for Spain’s mammals and herptiles! In addition to these
nature highlights, we will see some magnificent fortified villages along with their cathedrals, churches, and castles as we travel through
the countryside.
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Tour Leader

TOUR LEADER

Josh Vandermeulen is a Field Biologist and an active and well-known member of Ontario’s
naturalist community. He also regularly travels the province and the world in pursuit of his two
core interests of field herpetology and ornithology. In 2012, he broke the Ontario “Big Year”
birding record by seeing more bird species in the province during a single year than anyone
else previously. He has lent his keen senses and affable manner to our Best of Cuba and Spain
in Spring tours in the past and will be keen to enhance your discovery of Spain on this tour
during this most wonderful time of year.

Signature Moments

Our Route

Seeing migrant raptors arrive in Spain after crossing the Strait
of Gibraltar
Taking in the fields of wild flowers at their best in April while calls
of quails and singing larks echo at the Parque Natural de Monfragüe
Seeing Great Bustard performing its incredible breeding display on
the Spanish Steppes

Torla

Sierra de Gredos

Exploring the largest protected area in the Pyrenees, Ordesa
National Park
train

Enjoying Ronda’s landscapes

Fields of poppies, almond tree

Waterfall in Ordesa

Black Vultures

WWW.QUESTNATURETOURS.COM | TOLL-FREE 1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666 | TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM | 491 KING ST. E. TORONTO, ON M5A 1L9

Detailed Itinerary
Saturday, April 16: Arrive in Málaga, Spain
When we arrive in Málaga, we’ll transfer to the town of Ronda and
our hotel for the night. After checking into the hotel, we will have a
quick orientation meeting and start our tour by visiting the spectacular
Ronda gorge and cliffs. Red-billed Choughs usually frequent the cliffs
and Peregrine Falcons may be nesting on the cliffs as well.
Overnight: Catalonia Reina Victoria, Ronda
Meals: Dinner
Sunday, April 17: Los Alcornocales National Park
After breakfast, we’ll travel through Los Alcornocales National
Park, a densely forested region that is one of the world’s largest Cork
Oak forests and Europe’s most extensive Mediterranean woodlands.
We’ll be making regular stops in the forest that is home to various
wildlife; some birds we may see include the snake-eating Short-toed
Eagle, the Booted Eagle and Egyptian Vulture. Various mammals
inhabit this area, including Roe Deer, European Polecat, Badger, and
the introduced Common Genet; although they are very difficult to
see, we will be alert to any possible sightings. During our stops, we’ll
be able to enjoy rhododendrons and laurels, two of the flowering
bushes in the region, and view songbirds such as the Long-tailed
Tit, European Bee-eater and Common Nightingale. In the afternoon,
we’ll reach the small fishing village of Zahara de los Atunes, north of
Tarifa and our very comfortable beach hotel for the night.
Overnight: El Cortijo de Zahara, Zahara de los Atunes
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Monday, April 18: Raptor Migration Viewpoint
This morning, depending on wind strength and direction, we’ll be
heading to a raptor migration viewpoint, which can be one of the
more exciting birding spots on the continent. It may be possible to
see dozens or hundreds of Black Kites, along with smaller numbers
of Booted and Short-toed Eagles, Egyptian Vultures and Marsh
Harriers crossing the Straits of Gibraltar from Morocco. The actual
complement of birds can also vary with the weather. We may also
see Black and White Storks soaring over the coastline in kettles.
Overnight: El Cortijo de Zahara, Zahara de los Atunes
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Tuesday, April 19: Seville
Today we will make our way to Matalascanas, close to the Coto
Doñana Nature Reserve. On the way we’ll stop in Seville, one of
Spain’s most beautiful cities. Combining the old and the new,
this city, built along the Guadalquivir River, hosts many palaces,
monasteries, churches and cathedrals. We will walk through the
old part of town, the Barrio Santa Cruz, formerly the district of
Moors and Jews, who have left their influence in the architecture
of the area. Here stand Seville’s Cathedral and the King’s Palace
Alcazar, in its typical Moorish style surrounded by high walls.
While in this area, we will stop for a traditional tapas lunch at
one of the many local restaurants. We will also visit some of
the other parts of the city before departing.
Overnight: Macia Doñana or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Wednesday, April 20 – Thursday, April 21: Coto
Doñana National Park
During the next two days, with the help of English-speaking park
guides, we’ll explore this exciting wilderness park and its mosaic
of habitats. On one of these days we will be using 4-wheel drive
jeeps to access the more remote regions of the park. The Coto
Doñana, estate of Doña Ana, so called after the wife of the Duke
of Medina Sidonia, is the largest and one of the oldest national
parks in Spain, and is also one of the most important wetlands in
Europe. The Parque Nacional de Doñana is essentially the delta of
the Guadalquivir, the “big river,” and consists of beaches, coastal
mobile dunes, freshwater marshes, ponds and Cork Oak forests.
Spring is an exciting time to be here as this is when the park
draws in huge flocks of breeding birds. In the marshes, amid the
Cork Oak forests, we’ll have a good chance of seeing Squacco and
Purple Herons, Great and Cattle Egrets, and Glossy Ibis from wellplaced bird blinds. If we’re lucky we may also catch a glimpse of
a Spanish Imperial Eagle, now down to 14 breeding pairs in this
area. Overhead, we may spot a few Gull-billed Terns and Collared
Pratincoles, wheeling and circling. Red-rumped Swallows and
European Bee-eaters perch on fence posts and wires. Although
we probably won’t see them, it is interesting to note that
the Iberian Lynx and Egyptian Mongoose, both in danger of
extinction, continue to hang on in this park. All in all, this will be a
memorable nature experience for we will be in Parque Nacional
de Doñana at the right time of the season to see it at its very best.
Overnight: Macia Doñana or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

White Storks
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Friday, April 22: Sierra de Aracena Nature Reserve
As we begin our journey to the Extremadura region, we’ll stop
at Sierra de Aracena Natural Park, a nature reserve of wooded
hills bordering Portugal and the Picos de Aroche. This park is
quite diverse, with Cork Oaks and much Eucalyptus. Its large
hare population provides the staple diet for vultures, eagles and
mammals such as Badger and Beech Martens. During our time
here we’ll be able to walk along some of the drovers’ trails, bridle
paths and footpaths that weave their way through Sweet Chestnut
and Cork Oak forests. These woods harbour interesting birds like
the Great Spotted Cuckoo and Iberian Magpie. In the afternoon,
we’ll arrive at Torrejón El Rubio Village and our hotel for the night.
Overnight: Eurostars Palacio de Santa Marta, Trujillo
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Saturday, April 23: Monfragüe National Park
For the next two days we will be exploring the spectacular region
of Extremadura with its wonderful array of plains birds and a
variety of evocative landscapes. We’ll be immersed in the open,
rolling steppes, the managed parkland, and the rugged mountain
ranges of the Parque Natural de Monfragüe.
This morning, we’ll meet with park guides and begin our full-day
visit to the Parque Natural de Monfragüe, renowned for its raptors.
Situated 45 kilometres north of Trujillo, the park is one of the
Spanish strongholds for Black (Cinereous) Vulture, which breeds
together with both Eurasian Griffon and summering Egyptian
Vultures. Eagles are also well represented with the star birds being
around 10 pairs of Spanish Imperial Eagle, which with a total
population of just 120 pairs, is one of the world’s most endangered
raptors. Golden and Bonelli’s Eagles are resident and are joined in
spring by Booted and Short-toed Eagles. Several of these species
breed on and around the dramatic pinnacle of Peñafalcón which
also harbours Red-billed Chough, Crag Martin, Alpine Swift, Black
Redstart, Blue Rock Thrush and Rock Bunting, with breeding Eagle
Owls nearby. In spring, it is also one of the easiest places in Europe
to watch shy Black Storks at a breeding site.
Nearby valleys hold good stands of the open oak woodland, where
we hope to find strong numbers of the lovely Iberian Magpie in its
European stronghold and keep our eyes open for the scarce Blackshouldered Kite. The fields of wild flowers should be at their best
in April and will echo to the calls of quails and singing larks.
Overnight: Eurostars Palacio de Santa Marta, Trujillo
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Cork Oak

Sunday, April 24: Steppes of Santa Maria de Magasca
The wide-open steppe-like plains, south of the town of
Trujillo, form part of the Spanish Steppes. This is a unique
and incredibly distinctive part of Europe with its picturesque
villages and huge savannah-like landscapes being home to a
number of fascinating birds. It is here that we hope to see Great
Bustard performing its incredible breeding display in which the
male turns itself into a huge white pom-pom of feathers. Little
Bustards are usually abundant, and we also hope to see both
Pin-tailed Sandgrouse and the more common Black-bellied
Sandgrouse. In the afternoon we’ll make our way to Gredos
and our hotel for the evening.
Overnight: Mirador de Gredos Hotel, Gredos
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Monday, April 25: Gredos / Torla
This morning we’ll have a chance to visit the Reserva Natural
de Gredos, situated in the rugged Sierra de Gredos. There
should be various wildlfowers in bloom here are we note a fine
variety of active songbirds about, in addition to raptors. This
area is the stronghold for Western Spanish Ibex which, while
not guaranteed, we will be keen to see! After lunch we’ll drive
to Madrid, from where we will take a high-speed train to
Zaragoza. We’ll then travel by coach to Torla.
Overnight: Silken Ordesa Hotel, Torla
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Tuesday, April 26 – Wednesday, April 27: Ordesa
National Park
For the next two days we will be exploring the largest protected
area in the Pyrenees: Ordesa National Park, which adjoins the
Pyrenees National Park across the French border. Long renowned
for its exceptional beauty and fascinating range of plants and
animals, the park has extensive forests, a number of caves, fastflowing rivers and glaciers. As we walk the trails, we’ll be sure to
enjoy the magnificent wilderness features of this park. The valley
floor is home to forests of firs and beeches while on the slopes
tough Dwarf Mountain Pine hold out up to the tree line. Above
the tree line are beautiful alpine shrubs and meadows, with
many seasonal wildflowers such as the colourful Yellow Turk’s-cap
Lily, and Spanish Iris. The floral types vary widely with altitude
from high alpines and Pyrenean endemics to lowland plants
such as Dog Rose (Red-leaved Rose), Pyrenean Honeysuckle
and Common Snapdragon. These lower altitude species flourish
in the microclimates created in narrow ravines and other
sheltered spots.
Ordesa National Park was originally set aside to protect
the Pyrenean Ibex, a subspecies of the Spanish Ibex. Ironically
and sadly, this subspecies became extinct in the year 2000. The
resident Lammergeyer (also called Bearded Vulture) relies on this
habitat but is scarce; however, we’ll visit a place where it is still
easy to see Lammergeyers, often at close range! On the plus side
however, many other species are flourishing in this otherwise
well-managed park. The valley is shelters 171 species of birds and
is particularly well-known for its raptors, including Golden Eagle
and Peregrine Falcon, in addition to Black Woodpecker, Whitethroated Dipper and Eurasian Griffon Vulture. There are also 32
mammal species including Wild Boar, Marmot, Eurasian River
Otter, Red Fox, and Chamois.
Overnight: Silken Ordesa Hotel, Torla
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Ronda

European Roller

Thursday, April 28: Torla, return to Madrid via
Zaragoza
Today we will leave the Pyrenees and drive to Zaragoza, where we
will board our train to Madrid. We should have some time to walk
about Madrid before our farewell dinner.
Overnight: Hotel Mayorazgo, Madrid or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner
Friday, April 29: Depart Madrid
We will be taken to the airport for our international flights home.
Meals: Breakfast
Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in these notes are
subject to change due to logistical arrangements and to take advantage
of local events.

Pyrenees mountains and valley

Iberian Magpie
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Lammergeier

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): US$5945
Includes all taxes and gratuities.
Single Supplement: Approx. US$695
If you wish to have guaranteed single accommodation, the single supplement will apply. If you are travelling alone and you are willing
to share, we will attempt to match you up with an appropriate roommate. If we are not successful in finding an appropriate roommate
for you, the single supplement will be applicable. This will be collected at 90 days prior to departure.
Group Size:
10 – 14 participants
What’s Included:
• Accommodations as indicated in double occupancy
• Ground transportation
• Meals as described in the itinerary
• Airport transfers if travelling as per the group itinerary
• Park entrance fees
• Taxes and gratuities of US$350
• Services of Quest naturalist leader Josh Vandermeulen
and local guides

Not Included:
• Airfare from your home to Málaga, Spain / return from
Madrid, Spain
• Airport departure taxes
• Fuel surcharge, if applicable
• Airport transfers, if not travelling as per the group itinerary
• Optional activities
• Alcoholic beverages and bar expenses
• Phone calls and items of a personal nature
• Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency situation
Payment Details:
A deposit of US$500 per person is required to reserve your
space on this tour. A payment of US$1000 is due six months
prior to departure. The balance is due 90 days prior to
departure.
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Spanish tapas

What to Expect
Joining Instructions
This tour starts with our pickup at the Málaga airport on the morning of April 16. Because
our first point of interest at Ronda is an hour away, we will there transfer together. Please
ensure that you arrive at the Malaga airport by 1030. The tour concludes with a single
included transfer to the Madrid’s Barajas International Airport on April 29. Please contact
us to verify timing of this transfer prior to making any flight arrangements.
Level of Activity: Moderate
The trails that we use in our explorations of the parks and reserves are usually well marked
and easy to follow. Some may, however, follow the contours of the hills and valleys with
inclines and uneven surfaces. The trails are accessible by anyone who has normal walking
ability and stamina. Sturdy hiking shoes or boots and a hiking stick are advised.
Accommodation
We will be staying at a range of comfortable lodges with private facilities. European
accommodations on average are smaller than those to which North Americans may be
accustomed. However, our travellers otherwise find them to be most adequate.

Mirador de Gredos Hotel

Macia Doñana

Silken Ordesa Hotel, Torla

Transportation
We will be using an air-conditioned 30-person mini-bus, with large viewing windows, from
the start to the finish of our tour. Please note that there are strict driving regulations that our
Spanish driver must follow. For example, the maximum driving time during a day cannot
exceed 9 hours and in each period of 4 ½ hours of driving there must be 45 minutes of rest
in intervals of 15 – 45 minutes. While this should not present any problems overall, it may
limit our flexibility a little. The road system in Spain is excellent with well-maintained asphalt
roads throughout the country.
Weather
The weather at this time of year may vary from hot, dry and sunny to cooler (or downright
cold), with the possibility of some rain. Snow is possible in the high Pyrenees Mountains.
Therefore, be prepared to layer your clothing in anticipation of temperatures ranging from
the extremes of 3°C to a high of 25°C.
Travel Documents
You will require a valid passport for your trip to Spain. Please ensure it is valid for at least
six months beyond the date of your scheduled return home.
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Additional Info
Extend your Stay
If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy to design
a personalized extension for you either before or after this tour. Please let us suggest
some options, based on your time available, budget and interests. April provides nearguaranteed sightings of Bengal Tiger at India’s choice tiger reserves. Please let us know
if you would like to include this experience.

Can’t make the
dates of this tour?

Make it a Private Journey!

Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer to your
booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants booking with
Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act
(Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License # 2667946).

We can plan this tour:
• For your dates
• For your specific interests
• And we deliver all our
signature touches…

Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial deposit
for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your scheduled departure
date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable and non-transferable. Your
second payment and your final payment are non-refundable and non-transferable.
If you cancel within 90 days prior to trip departure, all associated trip costs are nonrefundable. The tour price is quoted as a package. No partial refunds or credits will
be given for services not used. In the event of a cancellation, you must notify
Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.

We’ll tailor most of our small group
tours to suit your time frame, budget,
and interests, or plan a completely
customized itinerary to suit your exact
specifications. With a Worldwide
Quest Private Journey, you have the
same attention to detail, logistical
expertise, and imaginative details of our
small group tours, expertly designed
especially for you, as a couple, a family,
or a group of friends. Private Journey
are surprisingly affordable. Please call
us to get started.

Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical insurance
in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or interrupt your trip or
should the tour not be operable per our terms and conditions. We will offer you
Manulife insurance coverage. Medical insurance including emergency medical
evacuation coverage is mandatory on all our tours.
Worldwide Explorers Club
Travel twice with us and you become a member of the Worldwide
Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent, catalogue-advertized
group tours. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used
in conjunction with any other discount or credit. Note that some
exceptions may apply. Members also get access to special offers
and exploratory tours!

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.
1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666 | travel@worldwidequest.com
TICO#: 2667946
WWW.QUESTNATURETOURS.COM | TOLL-FREE 1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666 | TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM | 491 KING ST. E. TORONTO, ON M5A 1L9

The Quest Nature Tours

Experience

We aim to contribute to nature conservation by providing our travellers with the chance to experience wild spaces and learn about wildlife
in natural habitats. We’re delighted to welcome back our many repeat travellers who enjoy our unique programs, our expert leaders and
our style of travel. We’re equally delighted to introduce our programs to a growing number of Quest first-timers who enjoy learning about
the wildlife and natural environments we share. Our tours are all about exceptional and educational nature experiences, camaraderie
and fun. We’re small and we plan to keep it that way. We focus on the elements we call the Quest Essentials:

Small Groups

More Time Exploring

Our groups are typically in the size range of 8 – 16 participants. On
our daily excursions we may divide into even smaller groups, so that
you can be with fewer than eight others as you explore. Our small
group size allows us to be attentive and quiet, giving us greater
opportunity to observe wildlife. Our logistics are flexible. We use
smaller vehicles and vessels to limit our environmental impact. All
our activities, such as talks, meals and gatherings are enjoyable
and focused.

Our tours are carefully conceived and executed to maximize
your time in the field. Our daily itineraries are full, but not
exhausting, and we build in ample opportunities for rest. There is
nothing routine about our days. While we travel with a goal and
destination in mind, we always give priority to field observations
by choosing routes that allow us to maximize wildlife viewing along
the way and modifying our itinerary as necessary and possible.

Expert Leaders
Every Quest tour is led by one of our team of expert Canadian
naturalists. They are knowledgeable, congenial and extraordinarily
capable. Their objective is to ensure that our Quest travellers
get the most out of the nature experience. A local naturalist also
accompanies all tours outside North America. Each is a highly
trained expert with exceptional knowledge of the flora and fauna
of his or her local region. Local guides help us to find and identify
wildlife and share their knowledge of the habits of the creatures we
encounter as well as the dynamics of the environment as a whole.

All Taken Care Of
From the moment you call our office, we’ll take care of all the
details from pre-departure information to post-tour species
compilations. Virtually everything is included in the tour cost:
accommodations, meals, transportation, activities and gratuities.
We travel off the beaten path without sacrificing comfort. Our
meals can be simple but are always of good quality. And we place
the focus on where it should be: discovering our natural world.
We invite you to call us, email us or visit us in
our Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | travel@worldwidequest.com
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