Uganda

PRIMATE ENCOUNTER
November 21 – December 3, 2022

Endowed with a varied topography and a diverse set of habitats, Uganda is a yet understated country that happens to provide one of the
best opportunities for up-close and memorable wildlife encounters that we’ve ever experienced. Perhaps the country’s greatest attraction
is its more than dozen species of primate, many of which we will see. These include Red-tailed Monkeys, Olive Baboons, Blue Monkeys and
the ornate Guereza Colobus. Our journey begins on the shores of the great Lake Victoria, the source of the legendary Nile. From here, we’ll
travel north over varied terrain. We’ll visit the impressive and thunderous Murchison Falls, which cut through a gorge channeling the waters
of the White Nile. We’ll continue west making our way to the scenic edge of the Western Rift Valley. Along the way, we can expect to see
many of the over 50 resident species of large mammal, including African Elephant, Lion, Hippopotamus and Plains Zebra.
A highlight will be tracking Chimpanzees at Kibale Forest National Park where there are a large number of resident chimp families in the
forest. The undisputed tour highlight is our trek with our guide into Bwindi Impenetrable National Park where half the world’s surviving
Mountain Gorillas live, and where we may get very good views.
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Due to strict conservation regulations, limited gorilla trek permits are issued each day. For this reason, we urge you to book well in advance
on this remarkable primate encounter.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS BY
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Murchison Falls

Why travel
to Uganda
with us?

Chance to see some of the last remaining mountain gorillas on Earth
Tracking chimpanzees in Kibale Forest National Park
Hearing the thunderous roar of Murchison Falls
Sunset cruise on Lake Victoria
Watching the social Lelwel Hartebeests in open plains
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TOUR HOST
Debbie Ross, founder of Womens Travel Network has been providing travel services to her customers
for over 35 years. An enthusiastic traveller, Debbie has accompanied trips all over the world. Uganda is
one of Debbie’s dream trips. Her love of wildlife adventures, learning about different cultures, spectacular
landscapes and viewing the majestic mountain Gorilla’s has drawn her to this destination. She looks
forward to sharing with you the many wonders of this fascinating destination.
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Monday, Nov. 21: Arrival in Entebbe
We will be met on arrival at Entebbe International Airport and group
transferred to our hotel. As most flights arrive in the evening, on arrival
at the hotel, we will be able to relax after the long flight.
Overnight: Lake Victoria Hotel
Tuesday, Nov. 22: Entebbe
Travel to Ngamba Island located in Lake Victoria. The Island is home
to a Chimpanzee Sanctuary whose objective is to provide a safe home
for orphaned and confiscated chimpanzees, to care for the island, to
provide high quality educational experiences for visitors and for the
whole operation to benefit local communities. We’ll have lunch on
the island. Later enjoy a cruise on Lake Victoria to see the incredible
sunset, aquatic birds, and fisherman going about their daily lives.
Overnight: Lake Victoria Hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Wednesday, Nov. 23: Entebbe to Murchison Falls N.P
Early morning rise to begin our journey to Murchison Falls National
Park. We will travel North towards Masindi and stop for a walk in Ziwa
Rhino Sanctuary. Later, after lunch, continue to the park. Murchison
Falls National Park is split into its northern and southern sectors by
The Nile that runs east to west through the Park. We’ll access the park
from the south and cross over to the north at the Paraa Ferry Crossing
point using a regular vehicle ferry.
Overnight: Pakuba Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Daily Itinerary

Thursday, Nov. 24: Murchison Falls N.P
First thing today we take a game drive! The park is home to
all of the Big 5 with the exception of the rhino. Also in residence
are hippo, buffalo, giraffe as well as several antelope and
monkey species. Most of the game viewing will be done in
the Buligi Game tracks in the northern sector of the park. After
lunch we will take a boat ride along the Nile to the foot of
Murchison Falls. See birds perched on tree branches ready
to hunt, mammals drinking or cooling down in the river and
reptiles basking in the sun. A highlight of the tour will be to
get up close to the Murchison Falls.
Overnight: Pakuba Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Friday, Nov. 25: Murchison Falls N.P to Hoima
This morning, we will enjoy an early game drive. Return to the
lodge afterwards for check-out and lunch before continuing
our journey. We will head south westwards to Hoima Town
which acts as a midway stopping point between Murchison Falls
National Park and Kibale Forest National Park. Hoima Town is
historically known as the principal city of the Bunyoro Kingdom.
Overnight: Hoima Cultural Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Saturday, Nov. 26: Hoima to Kibale N.P
Today our safari will head further south into the Kibale Forest
region. We will leave the Bunyoro Kingdom and journey into
the heart of the Tooro Kingdom towards the principal city Fort
Portal. The city sits at the foot of the Ruwenzori Mountains is
considered a gateway to many of the National Parks in Western
Uganda. Look out for the King of Tooro’s grand palace on top of
the largest hill in the area. Stop at the Bigodi Wetland Sanctuary,
part of the Magombe Swamp just south of Kibale National Park.
Here we will see rare mammals, birds, bush pigs, black and
white colobus monkeys and over 200 species of birds.
Overnight: Papaya Lake Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Sunday, Nov. 27: Kibale N.P to Queen Elizabeth N.P
Grab your cameras and get ready for an adventure of a lifetime!
Today we will go on our Chimpanzee Tracking experience. Begin in
Uganda Wildlife Authority HQ at Kayanchu Gate where we will have
a short briefing with our guide before exploring the forest. During
the trek you will also get to see the different birds, animals and
plant species within the forest. Once we locate the Chimpanzees
we can only spend an hour with them ensuring they don’t become
accustomed to human contact.
Later we will continue to Queen Elizabeth National Park and enter
via the northern sector famous for the Kasenyi Plains and Kazinga
Channel. This part of the safari is all contained within the Tooro
Kingdom and we will notice a distinct change in the scenery as the
lush green crater lake region of the surrounding Kibale Forest gives
way to the open savannah land of Queen Elizabeth National Park.
Overnight: Mweya Safari Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Packed Lunch, Dinner
Monday, Nov. 28: Queen Elizabeth N.P
During our game drive, in the Kasenyi sector of Queen Elizabeth
National Park, we will have a chance to experience the differing
landscapes and ecosystems in Uganda. This park is the oldest and
most visited in Uganda. We will visit the Northeast section of the
park and can expect to see large numbers of antelope, buffalo,
elephant, warthogs, baboons as well as lions and the odd leopard
if we are lucky. One of the highlights of visiting Queen Elizabeth
National Park is the boat ride along the Kazinga Channel. This three
hour trip starting at the Mweya Peninsula provides us with a chance
to see one of the world’s largest concentration of hippos, numerous
Nile crocodiles, buffalo, elephants and a whole host of birds.
Overnight: Mweya Safari Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Tuesday, Nov. 29: Queen Elizabeth N.P to Bwindi N.P
We will head south towards, Bwindi and the Gorillas. The
southern sector of the park is called the Ishasha Sector and it
is famous for fig tree climbing lions that inhibit this area. Today
we will visit a community in the Buhoma area of Bwindi called
the Ride 4 A Woman. Here you will interact with the women
and learn all about their incredible stories.
Overnight: Mahogany Springs
Meals: Breakfast, Packed Lunch, Dinner
Wednesday, Nov. 30: Bwindi N.P
Another amazing and unforgettable day ahead. An early start
will have us transferring to the Park Headquarters for a briefing
with the Uganda Wildlife Authority guides. An advance party
of guides will have gone ahead into the forest to locate where
the gorillas slept the previous night and will begin to track their
movements. For conservation purposes, time allowed with the
Gorillas is one hour. There are a multitude of other animals that
we might encounter including antelopes and rare monkeys not
to mention the beauty of the forest itself.
Overnight: Mahogany Springs
Meals: Breakfast, Packed Lunch, Dinner
Thursday, Dec. 1: Bwindi N.P. to Lake Mburo
National Park
We will continue our safari by travelling to Lake Mburo, which is
the smallest of Uganda’s wildlife parks located in the southwest
of Uganda. It has rich animal life with more than 315 different
bird species and 68 different mammals (including impala,
buffalo, leopards, hyenas, jackals, etc). Lake Mburo is also the
only park in Uganda where you can find zebras. It is also one
of only two parks in Uganda where it is permitted to go on an
exciting bush walk with an experienced ranger.
Overnight: Mpogo Safari Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Packed Lunch, Dinner
Fri, Dec. 2: Drive to Entebbe
Today we will travel to back to Entebbe and check in to our
hotel. This evening, we’ll celebrate our journey at our Farewell
Dinner together.
Overnight: Lake Victoria Hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Sat, Dec. 3 : Depart Entebbe
After breakfast, enjoy leisure time before a group transfer to
the airport for your flight home.
Meals: Breakfast
Note: The accommodation and itinerary are subject to change due
to logistical arrangements and to take advantage of local events.
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Mountain Gorilla feeding

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person):
Approx. US$6975, Based on 10 – 14 participants
Approx. US$6775, Based on 15 participants
Includes Taxes and Gratuities of US$250
Includes one Gorilla and one Chimpanzee permit (per person): US$750, based on 2021 fees
Single Supplement: Approx. US$995
If you are travelling on your own and would like to share accommodation, we would be happy to try to match you with a suitable roommate.
If we are unable to do so the single cost applies and will be collected with final payment.
Group Size:
10 – 15 participants
What’s Included:
• One group arrival transfer on tour start date and one group
departure transfer on tour end date
• Accommodation in double occupancy, based on hotels listed
or similar
• Meals as indicated in the itinerary
• Transportation in private safari (Extended Toyoto Landcruisers)
• Services of expert local guides
• Activities as indicated in the itinerary
• Park fees
• One gorilla and one chimpanzee permit per person
• Gratuities for local guides, drivers, hotel and group meals
(as indicated above)
• Taxes (as indicated above)
• Fully escorted by your Women’s Travel Network host

Not Included:
• Roundtrip airfare from your home
• Items of a personal nature
• Meals other than those mentioned above
• Beverages with meals
• Visa fee
• Travel insurance
• Any item not mentioned in “included features” above
Payment Details:
A non-refundable initial deposit of US$1500 per person is
required to secure the very limited permits for the Gorilla
and chimpanzee excursions and to reserve a space on this
tour. A second deposit of US$1000 is required at six months
prior to departure. Final payment is due 90 days prior..
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What to Expect
Joining Instructions
Nov. 21 This tour begins with one included group transfer from airport to the hotel.
Dec. 3
This tour concludes with one included group transfer to the airport.
International Flights
*Roundtrip international flights are not included in the cost of your tour and must be
arranged separately. Please check with us first to ensure the trip has been
confirmed before booking any flights and to verify the timing of these
group transfers to ensure your flight schedule fits our program. When you
book a pre or post trip night with Worldwide Quest, your airport transfer will be included.
If you are making your own pre or post trip arrangements, these transfers can be provided
at an additional cost.
Level of Activity: Moderate
We will be walking extensively, especially during our gorilla and chimpanzee treks. You
should be in good health and able to walk unassisted for up to three hours at a time.
Accommodation
We are staying in comfortable hotels and lodges. All rooms have private facilities.Please
note that the standard of the accommodations in some instances are basic and not always
comparable with those in North America.

Pakuba Lodge				

Mweya Safari Lodge

Transportation
We will be travelling in special safari vehicles driven by a professional driver/guide.
Weather
Uganda has a warm tropical climate with temperatures ranging from 25 – 29°C apart from
the mountainous areas which are much cooler.
Travel Documents
You will require a passport for this trip. Please ensure it is valid for at least 6 months beyond
your scheduled return home. Canadian passport holders require a tourist visa to visit
Uganda. Detailed instructions will be provided at 90 days prior to departure.
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Additional Info

Extend your Stay
If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy to design a
personalized extension for you either before or after this tour. Please let us suggest some
options, based on your time available, budget and interests.
Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer to your booking
form, the current brochure or our website. All participants booking with Worldwide Quest
are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International,
Ontario - License # 2667946).
Cancellation Policy
Due to the very strict regulation and limited permits for this trip, all payments are fully nonrefundable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to trip departure, all associated trip costs are
non-refundable. The tour price is quoted as a package. No partial refunds or credits will be
given for services not used. In the event of a cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest
immediately and in writing.
Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical insurance in place,
should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or interrupt your trip or should the tour not
be operable per our terms and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage.
Medical insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory on all
our tours.
Womens Travel Network Reward Program
We’d like to make sure that you know about the WTN Reward Program.
Bring a friend on their first WTN tour and you receive $100 off your trip.
PLUS: Travel twice with Worldwide Quest and you become a member
of the Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent,
catalogue-advertized group tours. The bonus is non-transferable and
cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount or credit. Note
that some exceptions may apply.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.
1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666 | travel@worldwidequest.com

TICO #2667946
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The Womens Travel Network was founded by Debbie Ross, who provides the inspiration for women
only small group trips as well as some mixed company trips. The Womens Travel Network is affiliated
with Worldwide Quest, a TICO Travel Agency, that provides all of the trip logistics, trip designs and
details, and also looks after the entire booking process and client care before, during, and after
your travels.
Bringing women together on great travel adventures since 1990. Our tours are expertly designed by women, for women.
Whether you’re joining us on your own or with a friend, a sister or a mother you will enjoy the camaraderie and security of being with a
great group of women, who explore, discover and experience the world. Friendships that develop on our trips last for years…

What makes our women’s tours so special?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Expertly designed by women for women, single or married
Dedicated escort from Canada PLUS local tour guides
4 – 5 star accommodations in the heart of the destination
Small groups of 10 – 16 women per tour
Women-oriented experiences
Full program of activities balanced with down time
Roommate match program for the solo traveller
Repeat guest reward
Inclusive of all activities and entrance fees

“The world is such an 		
incredible place, so
step out of the ordinary
into extraordinary 			
on the journey of
your dreams.”
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