Quest for the Snow Leopard
Ghost of the Tibetan Plateau
March 23 – April 2, 2023
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© Mike Kent

I

nhabiting among the most remote regions on Earth, the Snow Leopard is a fitting symbol
of wilderness. Among seemingly inhospitable rocky hills, these most secretive of big cats
eke out an existence worthy of admiration, and they are most attractive and sure-footed
creatures as well. On this special expedition created especially for wildlife and wilderness
lovers, we visit the trans-Himalayan region of Ladakh in northern India where we’ll have
an opportunity to track this elusive creature.
After meeting in Delhi, we travel to the gateway city of Leh, capital of the erstwhile Buddhist Kingdom of Ladakh,
which has a decidedly Tibetan feel. Here, as we acclimate to the mountain air, we’ll have a chance to absorb the
eclectic cultural mélange and get our first taste
of the dramatic landscapes and its habitats.
We’ll then move northwestward into a mountainous region that is the very best for seeing Snow Leopards in the
world! Spending several nights at a single, comfortable lodge here, we’ll make daily sorties into the surrounding
hills and watch for the cats, along with other mammals and a myriad of mountain birds particular to this region.
Our patience and persistence may be rewarded not only in sightings of Snow Leopards but also in the wonderful
sense of serenity that these silent mountain habitats provide.
I invite those who love wilderness and adventure and are seeking to ‘unplug’ to join me on this grand adventure!

Tour Leader
Hailing from Mumbai, Payal Mehta was raised a city girl but surprised her friends
and family when she decided to pursue a naturalist training program soon after
completing her university studies! However, she has always loved the outdoors,
and has branched out much beyond her formal training in geology to become wellversed in India’s wonderful wildlife and varied habitats. She is our choice naturalist
guide in India and our Quest travellers always delight at her skill in interpreting
India’s nature and cultures too. She knows India’s Ladakh region well with previous
experience on Snow Leopard expeditions.
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“Every day was a day of learning, beginning to end.”
– Ruth B., past India nature traveller

View from Snow
Leopard Lodge

Signature Moments

Our Route

Spotting a Snow Leopard on the hunt
Attuning to the slightest movement of wildlife in the hills

Ulley

Getting acquainted with the Buddhist culture
in the trans-Himalayan region

Leh

TIBET

Watching for cryptic mountain bird life
Enjoying traditional regional cuisine at our lodge

NEPAL
INDIA
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Detailed Itinerary

Tibetan Wolf

DAY 1 | Thursday, March 23: Arrive in Delhi
After arrival and clearing customs in Delhi, you’ll be met by
a local representative and transferred to our hotel in nearby
Gurgaon district.
Overnight: The Leela
DAY 2 | Friday, March 24: to Leh
This morning we’ll rise early for our domestic flight to Leh,
the capital of the Ladakh region, where we will spend three
nights. We’ll have three nights here to acclimate. We have no
planned activities on this first day beside mealtimes together,
including our Welcome Dinner with Payal.
Overnight: Grand Dragon
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Welcome Dinner
DAY 3 | Saturday, March 25 – Sunday, March 26: Leh
We’ll take two full days to acclimate to the higher elevations
here and will pass the time with a chance to get acquainted
with the cultural and natural highlights of the area.
The local culture is particularly alluring. One highlight is
a visit to Shey, the ancient capital of Ladakh. The monastery
here has a huge gold-gilded statue of Buddha Sakyamuni with
a large silver lamp burning in front of the statue, built in the
memory of a king by his son in the early 17th century. It is
the only statue made of gold, gilt and copper in the Ladakh
region. This should make for some good
photographic opportunies.

Thiksey Gompa

The natural features of the region – its hills and
landscapes – won’t escape us. Though bird life is
relatively sparse, we’ll seek it out. One of the star birds
is the Ibisbill, an attractive masked wading bird of
Central Asia, resembling an ibis (but not quite) and
partial to stony riverbeds. We should see a number
of other local birds as well.
Overnight: Grand Dragon
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
DAY 4 | Monday, March 27: to Ulley
Our morning will be relaxed. After checking out,
we’ll transfer to our lodge in the village of Ulley to the
northwest of Leh. Our lodge is a comfortable base for
our upcoming explorations. We will be hosted by a local
family, which will provide great local hospitality including
traditional cuisine. The warm atmosphere and views from
the lodge will be something to look forward to after our
excursions and a chance to unwind.
Overnight: Snow Leopard Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Apricot blossoms

We can also visit Thiksey Gompa, an impressive monastic
complex rising tier upon tier on a hill above the village.
Noted for its resemblance to Potala Palace of Lhasa in Tibet,
and a contemporary of it, this monastery has a beautiful
30-metre high gold-plated statue of Maitreya Buddha –the
Buddha of the future– and is one of the most beautiful
monasteries of Ladakh. We’ll drive further to visit the
famous Hemis Gompa. It was built during early 17th century
and is the largest monastic foundation of the Drukpa Kagyu
Order of Tibetan Buddhism.
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We’ll watch with particular interest for the
Bharal (or Himalayan Blue Sheep), which is
a preferred prey of the Snow Leopard and
whose movements and moods may signal
the presence of their venerable predator.
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DAY 5 | Tuesday, March 28 – Friday, March 31: Tracking
Snow Leopards in Ulley
Our Quest will now begin in earnest as we spend the coming
four days searching for Snow Leopards. With the assistance
of a local tracker and spotters, we’ll watch for tracks and
sign of multiple types, including prints, scat, and carcasses
left behind by the cats. Of course, our ultimate goal is to
actually spot one! We’ll watch with particular interest for
the Bharal (or Himalayan Blue Sheep), which is a preferred
prey of the Snow Leopard and whose movements and moods
may signal the presence of their venerable predator. In
the meantime, we’ll also watch for other hardy inhabitants
of the region. Some of the hardy bird like includes the
Himalayan Griffon Vulture, Lammergeyer (Bearded Vulture),
Himalayan Snowcock and the amazing Golden Eagle! The
furry inhabitants we’ll watch for all the while include the
Grey Wolf, the diminutive Ladakh Pika and the hauntingly
beautiful Tibetan Sand Fox. Patience will be a virtue, and
we should find our environmental awareness growing as we
‘tune in’ to the solitude of the hills.
Overnight: Snow Leopard Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Chukar

DAY 6 | Saturday, April 1: To Leh
Today we’ll make our way back to Leh. There will be
opportunities for stops along the way, including the
wonderful Alchi Gompa (monastery), dating back a
millennium.
Overnight: Grand Dragon
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
DAY 7 | Sunday, April 2: To Delhi
Today we’ll return to Delhi. Depending on schedules, we may
have a chance for a bit of souvenir shopping prior to our
Farewell Dinner and our flights onwards.
Day Room: Lemon Tree Premier
Meals: Breakfast, Farewell Lunch

Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in these
notes are subject to change due to logistical arrangements
and to take advantage of local events.

Woolly Hare

“Payal was absolutely outstanding. Friendly, knowledgeable, and efficient.”
– Eileen T., past India nature traveller
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This tour is eligible
for the WEC 5% credit.
Read all about the
Worldwide Quest
Explorer’s Club here.
Every booking earns
WEC status!

Red Fox

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): Approx. US$6720
Includes taxes and gratuities US$325

Single Supplement: Due to lack of space at some of the lodges, we are not able to guarantee single rooms on this trip.
If you are travelling alone and willing to share, we will try our best to find a roommate for you. If we cannot,
the single supplement of approx. US$2475 will apply. This will be collected at 90 days prior to departure.

Group Size: 8 – 10 participants
What’s Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accommodation in double occupancy, in hotels
listed or similar
Two internal flights as detailed in the itinerary
US$325 taxes & gratuities
Gratuities for services provided by Quest
Ground transportation
Park entrance fees
Airport transfers, if travelling as per the
group flight itinerary
Meals as described in the itinerary
Services of Quest Leader Payal Mehta

Not Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Return airfare from your home to Delhi
Airport departure taxes
Airport transfers, if not travelling as per the group
flight itinerary
Alcoholic beverages and bar expenses
Phone calls and items of a personal nature
Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency or other situation

Payment Details:

A deposit of US$500 per person is required to reserve
a space on this tour. A second non-refundable deposit
of US$1000 per person is required at six months prior to
departure. Final payment is due 90 days prior to departure.
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What to Expect
Joining Instructions

This tour begins following arrival and customs clearance at Indira Gandhi International Airport in Delhi on March 23.
All travellers arriving on the start date of the tour will be met on arrival and transferred to our hotel. This transfer
is included in the cost of the tour. When you book pre-trip arrangements including flight and accommodations with
Worldwide Quest, your transfer from the airport to our group hotel on arrival is also included. If you are making your
own pre-trip arrangements, this transfer can be provided at additional cost. The tour concludes with a single included
transfer to the aforementioned airport on April 2. Please contact us to verify timing
of this transfer prior to making any flight arrangements.

Transportation
Level of Activity: Moderate

Please be aware that India is not North America, and some conditions and food
may be different from what we are accustomed to. Some drives are long. However,
once we get to Snow Leopard Lodge, our movements are confined to the area of
the lodge itself. From here, we may take SUVs or walk to points of interest whence
we can watch for Snow Leopards. The trails that we use in our explorations may
not be marked by are usually easy to follow. Many follow the contours of the
hills, valleys or cliffs and a few have steep inclines. The trails must be traversed
carefully but are accessible to anyone who has normal walking ability and good
stamina. Sturdy hiking shoes or boots are strongly advised. We recommend a
trekking pole for extra comfort and safety. As the Snow Leopard tracking activity
will involve some measure of waiting and patience, participants should be able to
sit for extended periods of time. We will be at high elevations between 3,500 and
4,000 metres above sea level and our time in Leh will allow us to acclimate.

We will be using a medium-sized
coach that is perfect for the local
terrain and a group of our size and
amount of luggage.

Accommodation

We will be staying at a variety of
clean, comfortable accommodations.

Travel Documents

You will require a passport for this
trip. Please ensure it is valid for at
Weather
least 6 months beyond your scheduled
Temperatures in Delhi should around be around 30°C during the day and 16°C
return home. You will require a visa
overnight. This is the dry season with little rain expected. In Ladakh, we expect
for India (approximately US$50).
high temperatures around 12°C during the day and 8°C overnight in Leh.
We will provide instructions for
Temperatures will be cooler at the higher elevations at Ulley, and there could be
snow on the ground. We will be in mostly montane regions and little rain is expected. obtaining your visas.

Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

#SafeTravels

COVID-19 Entry and Travel Requirements

Worldwide Quest has been awarded
the World Travel and Tourism
Council’s #SafeTravels Stamp for
adopting health and hygiene global
standardized protocols. Learn more.

All travellers on Worldwide Quest tours are required to be fully vaccinated and
prepared to show proof of vaccination as per local regulations. Please refer to
these websites for current requirements:
Canada: https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid
India: https://www.cgitoronto.gov.in/docs/
TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT

|

1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666

|

TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM

8

Accommodation
We will be staying at a range of comfortable lodges with private facilities.
The exclusive five-bedroom Snow Leopard Lodge is located in the small village of Ulley in Ladakh, and offers superb views
across the Ulley Chhu Valley. The lodge is basic yet cozy, with added features such as extra gas heaters, bathroom with warm
water provided for bathing, comfortable mattresses and an assortment of teas and coffees to alleviate any feeling of the cold.

PHOTOS OF SNOW LEOPARD LODGE
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Additional Info
Extend your Stay

If you are interested in exploring other parts of this region, we would be
happy to design a personalized extension for you either before or after this
tour. Please let us know and we’ll be happy to suggest options based on your
time available, budget and interests.

Terms and Conditions

For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer
to your booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants
booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario
Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License
# 2667946). See full details here.

Cancellation Policy

All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial
deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your
scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable
and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final payment are
non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
See full details here.

Travel Insurance

We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical
insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or
interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms
and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory
on all our tours.

Worldwide Explorers Club

Can’t make the
dates of this tour?

Make it a Private Journey!

We can plan this tour:
•
•
•

For your dates
For your specific interests
And we deliver all our
signature touches…

We’ll tailor most of our small
group tours to suit your time
frame, budget, and interests,
or plan a completely customized
itinerary to suit your exact
specifications. With a Worldwide
Quest Private Journey, you
have the same attention to
detail, logistical expertise, and
imaginative details of our small
group tours, expertly designed
especially for you, as a couple,
a family, or a group of friends.
Private Journeys are surprisingly
affordable. Please call us to
get started.

Travel twice with us and you become a member of the
Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent
eligible group tours. Look for the WEC icon to find your next
tour. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used in conjunction
with any other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply.
Members also get access to special offers and exploratory tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
TICO#: 2667946
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The Quest Nature Tours

Experience

We aim to contribute to nature conservation by providing our travellers with the chance to experience wild
spaces and learn about wildlife in natural habitats. We’re delighted to welcome back our many repeat travellers
who enjoy our unique programs, our expert leaders and our style of travel. We’re equally delighted to introduce
our programs to a growing number of Quest first-timers who enjoy learning about the wildlife and natural
environments we share. Our tours are all about exceptional and educational nature experiences, camaraderie
and fun. We’re small and we plan to keep it that way. We focus on the elements we call the Quest Essentials:

Small Groups

More Time Exploring

Our groups are typically in the size range of 8 – 16
participants. On our daily excursions we may divide into
even smaller groups, so that you can be with fewer than eight
others as you explore. Our small group size allows us to be
attentive and quiet, giving us greater opportunity to observe
wildlife. Our logistics are flexible. We use smaller vehicles
and vessels to limit our environmental impact. All our
activities, such as talks, meals and gatherings are enjoyable
and focused.

Our tours are carefully conceived and executed to maximize
your time in the field. Our daily itineraries are full, but not
exhausting, and we build in ample opportunities for rest.
There is nothing routine about our days. While we travel
with a goal and destination in mind, we always give priority
to field observations by choosing routes that allow us to
maximize wildlife viewing along the way and modifying
our itinerary as necessary and possible.

Expert Leaders
Every Quest tour is led by one of our team of expert
Canadian naturalists. They are knowledgeable, congenial and
extraordinarily capable. Their objective is to ensure that our
Quest travellers get the most out of the nature experience.
A local naturalist also accompanies all tours outside North
America. Each is a highly trained expert with exceptional
knowledge of the flora and fauna of his or her local region.
Local guides help us to find and identify wildlife and share
their knowledge of the habits of the creatures we encounter
as well as the dynamics of the environment as a whole.

All Taken Care Of
From the moment you call our office, we’ll take care of all
the details from pre-departure information to post-tour
species compilations. Virtually everything is included in
the tour cost: accommodations, meals, transportation,
activities and gratuities. We travel off the beaten path
without sacrificing comfort. Our meals can be simple but
are always of good quality. And we place the focus on
where it should be: discovering our natural world.

We invite you to call us, email us or visit us in our
Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | travel@worldwidequest.com
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