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alermo, in the words of journalist and native son Roberto Alajmo, is an onion—una
cipolla. This city at the edge of Italy reveals its nature slowly. The same might be said
for all of Sicily. For more than 10,000 years, layer upon layer has been added to the island’s
history and culture by conquering warriors, merchants, sailors and travellers from across
Europe, North Africa and the Mediterranean basin.
On our tour, explore many regions of Sicily and their multicultural richness. Our leaders will weave the diverse threads into
a coherent whole through carefully chosen readings, and time for discussion and reflection. As you peel back each layer of
Alajmo’s onion, revel in the new delights: ancient Greek theatres still in use, golden Byzantine mosaics, sprawling ArabNorman palazzi, vistas over an impossibly blue sea, the ruby red of a glass of nero d’avola. You’ll start in Palermo, where
the focus will be Giuseppe Tomasi de Lampedusa’s seminal novel The Leopard. You’ll also have time to explore Palermo’s
revitalized art scene and taste its famous street food - the crowd-pleasing arancini (fried risotto balls) and pani ca’ meusa, a
soft sesame roll filled with spleen, for those who don’t back down from a gustatory challenge. It’s then time to leave the city
behind for a few days at an agriturismo among the olive groves of the south coast. On excursions to nearby Agrigento, stand
“with all Olympus before [you]” in the Valley of the Temples, the remains of a 6th-century BCE Greek colony. Zip back into
modernity to visit the home of Luigi Pirandello, whose radical works question the reliability of reality and the self.
Dip into the Baroque with a three-night stay in Ragusa Ibla, rebuilt almost entirely from the terrible earthquake of 1693.
The car-free streets are a delight to explore. From here you’ll also visit Noto, one of the loveliest and most homogenous of
Baroque towns in Italy where you’ll enjoy a private visit to a marvelously restored palazzo. More marvels of the ancient,
medieval and Renaissance worlds await at Syracuse where you’ll spend a leisurely day visiting the highlights; Caravaggio’s
depiction of the burial of St. Lucy, housed in the baroque church of the same name; the 2,500-year-old mikvah (Jewish ritual
baths); and the archeological park that houses a Greek theatre where the tragedies of Aeschylus were performed before the
playwright.
With our optional extension, end your journey at Mt. Etna. This formidable volcano is also responsible for some of Sicily’s
greatest pleasures—its beautiful, fragrant citrus fruit and distinctive wine grapes that grow in the rich soil. Toast your
Sicilian adventure with a delicate nerello mesacalese or a savoury, salty carricante.
For the German polymath Johann Wolfgang Goethe, Sicily was the “clue to everything.” We’ll leave that for Italians to decide
and instead invite you to join Classical Pursuits on a trip that will unlock Sicily’s boundless treasures.

Discussion Leader
To be announced!
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Readings
Selected Greek and Roman works

The Leopard by Giuseppe Tomasi de Lampedusa
Six Characters in Search of an Author by Luigi Pirandello
Selected 19th- and 20th-century English poetry

Signature Moments
Connect with Tomasi de Lampedusa’s son in his personal library
Create a traditional Sicilian meal at our olive grove inn
Immerse yourself in historic Siracusa
Experience Ragusa’s magical evening light

Our Route
ITALY
Palermo

Taormina

Mt. Etna
SICILY
Mandranova
Ragusa

Catania
Siracusa
Noto

Mediterranean Sea
MALTA

Monreale
Cathedral

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT

|

1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666

|

TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM

Detailed Itinerary
Thursday, Nov. 10: Arrive Palermo

Arrive in Palermo where our local representative will meet
you at the airport and provide a transfer to our hotel near
the Porta Felice city gate. Before dinner, we’ll gather for an
introductory briefing and our first literary discussion. Enjoy
a welcome dinner with your leader and fellow travellers.
Overnight: Hotel Porta Felice, Palermo
Meals: Dinner with water, wine, coffee

Palazzo Lanza Tomasi

Friday, Nov. 11: Palermo

This morning we meet for our first literary discussion. The
we head out on a street food tour, sampling some of Palermo’s
specialities like arancini (fried risotto balls) and sfincione,
a pizza-like flatbread topped with tomatoes, anchovies,
breadcrumbs, and often a sheep’s milk cheese. Our tour will
include a visit to the Mercato del Capo, one of the liveliest in
Palermo. After a casual lunch, we’ll head over to the Palazzo
Branciforte and Palazzo Abetellis, which today exhibits
Arab-Norman art, majolica, modern art and more.
Overnight: Hotel Porta Felice, Palermo
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch with water, wine, coffee

Saturday, Nov. 12: Palermo and Il gattopardo
(The Leopard)

Sunday, Nov. 13: Monreale

This morning we meet for our second literary discussion.
We’re then off by coach to nearby Monreale. Visit the
UNESCO World Heritage Site, a major treasure of Norman
architecture combined with Byzantine and Arab styles.
The glass mosaics in the apse and the large cloister are
among the loveliest examples of their kind in Italy. We’ll
enjoy lunch in Monreale and you’ll have time to enjoy the
view of Palermo from the fortified convent of Castellaccio.
Overnight: Hotel Porta Felice, Palermo
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Monday, Nov. 14: Transfer to Mandranova

After breakfast, we set out on a coach and walking tour of
sites related to one of our main authors, Sicilian aristocrat
Giuseppe Tomasi de Lampedusa. Our tour ends at Palazzo
Lanza Tomasi, the last house where Tomasi lived. It had fallen
into ruins before being restored several years ago. Here we’ll
visit Tomasi’s personal library and enjoy lunch hosted by his
adopted son. After we return to the hotel, the rest of the day
is at leisure.
Overnight: Hotel Porta Felice, Palermo
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Today we say ciao to Palermo and travel south toward the
Mediterranean coast. We’ll stop at the Lampedusa Literary
Park, described as “a physical journey that becomes a
journey into the imagination of one of Italy’s greatest
writers.” The park features Tomasi’s childhood home, a
wax museum of figures from The Leopard, and more. After
an independent lunch we arrive at Mandranova, an oasis
just a few miles from the sea. This working farm of olive
and almond orchards also houses a peaceful resort that
will be our home for the next few days. The afternoon is at
leisure, and there will be an olive oil tasting at the resort.
Overnight: Mandranova
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Tuesday, Nov. 15: Mandranova and Palma di
Montechiaro

We have our third literary discussion after breakfast. It’s
then time to don an apron for a cooking class hosted by
the enthusiastic ladies in Mandranova’s kitchen. After
enjoying the fruits of our labour for lunch, we visit Palma
di Montechiaro, a town founded by the Lampedusa family
and the source of inspiration for Tomasi in writing The
Leopard. The town is anchored around Chiesa Madre, a
beautiful example of Sicilian baroque, and the ducal
palace with its elaborate painted ceiling.
Overnight: Mandranova
Meals: Breakfast, Cooking class with lunch

Hotel Porta Felice’s panoramic terrace in Palermo
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Wednesday, Nov. 16: Mandranova and the Valley
of the Temples

Villa Romana del Casale

The Valley of the Temples is one of the grandest collections of
monuments in Magna Graecia. Among the temples to various
deities is the wonderfully preserved 5th-century BCE Temple
of Concordia and the gigantic statues used as columns at
the Temple of Olympian Zeus. We continue to the town of
Agrigento, where we shift from classical to modern touring
Luigi Pirandello’s family home and enjoying a literary walk
to explore places, events, and characters associated with the
Nobel Prize winning dramatist and novelist.
Overnight: Mandranova
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Thursday, Nov. 17: Piazza Armerina, Ragusa

Today we continue our journey across Sicily toward Piazza
Armerina, home to the Villa Romana del Casale. This
4th-century hunting lodge houses some of the world’s
best-preserved Roman mosaics. Likely executed by North
African artisans, the mosaics show scenes from Homer and
mythology, along with images of everyday life—look for the
famous tableau of girls exercising in “bikinis.” We’re staying
for two nights in the ancient city of Ragusa, rebuilt in the
Baroque style following the 1693 earthquake. The pedestrian
area of tangled alleyways, picturesque piazzas, and elegant
palazzi is a delight to explore on foot.
Overnight: San Giorgio Palace, Ragusa Ibla
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Temple of Concordia

Friday, Nov. 18: Ragusa and Wine Tasting

We have our fourth literary discussion this morning before
setting out to the Valle dell’Acate winery. Founded by the
Jacono family at the end of the 19th century, the winery is
a superb example of the longstanding vineyard traditions
of this area. We’ll enjoy lunch at the winery and taste the
wines of the sixth generation of winemakers including
the crown jewel of Sicilian winemaking; the Cerasualo
di Vittoria DOCG. Returning to Ragusa, we’ll explore the
historic centre on foot, visiting the aristocratic Palazzo
Arezzo di Trifiletti with its showpiece ballroom, the 19th
century Teatro Donnafugata, a jewel box theatre with all the
trappings of a grand opera house. See how the traditional
art of the carretti siciliani (Sicilian cart) is maintained and
rejuvenated by the master artisans of Cinabro Carretteieri.
The sublime Piazza Duomo is the perfect spot for your
afternoon aperitivo.
Overnight: San Giorgio Palace, Ragusa Ibla
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Saturday, Nov. 19: Noto, Siracusa

Continue east today, first visiting Noto, a superb collection
of Italian baroque architecture, what one art critic called
the “stone garden,” a city of elegantly worked buildings
in the local soft stone. Continue on to Siracusa’s Parco
Archeologico della Neapolis. This archeological park is
home to many classical treasures, including an ancient
Roman Amphitheater, an ancient limestone quarry turned
tropical garden, and a 5th-century BCE Greek theatre
where the tragedies of Aeschylus were performed before
the playwright. We’re staying on the small Baroque island
of Ortigia, the historic centre of Siracusa for two nights.
Dotted with impressive church facades and elegant piazzas
and surrounded by a crystalline sea, Ortigia is at its loveliest
in the evening with illuminated palaces lining its labyrinth
of ancient streets.
Overnight: Grand Hotel Ortigia
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
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Sunday, Nov. 20: Siracusa

After our final discussion, we join our guide for walking
tour, visiting the Piazza del Duomo and the cathedral, an
architectural timeline where 7th-century Doric columns have
been incorporated into extravagant Sicilian baroque elements
from the 1720s. Nearby is the church of Santa Lucia alla Badia,
which houses Caravaggio’s dramatic depiction of the burial
of St. Lucy, the patron saint of Siracusa. Other highlights are
the 2,500-year-old mikvah (Jewish ritual baths) and the Fonte
Aretusa, which figures in works by Virgil, Milton, Wordsworth
and other poets. There is time to continue exploring on your
own, before we say nni videmu (goodbye) to Siracusa and your
fellow travellers at a festive farewell dinner.
Overnight: Grand Hotel Ortigia
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Monday, Nov. 21: Depart for Catania

After breakfast, depart Siracusa for the one-hour drive
to Catania airport and your homeward-bound flight. Or
continue with our optional extension to Taormina and
Mt. Etna.

Note: The itinerary and accommodation described here are
subject to change due to logistical arrangements, artists’
schedules and to take advantage of local events.

Sicilian swordfish

Pistachio cannolis
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OPTIONAL EXTENSION

Taormina & the Mt. Etna Area
Please note this extension is locally hosted. Your discussion leader will not accompany the extension.
Extension Cost: Approx. US$1450, based on a minimum of 8 participants
Single supplement: US$495
What’s Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Transportation by private vehicle
Three nights’ accommodation in the hotel indicated
or similar based on double occupancy
Breakfast daily
A winemaker lunch
Two days of activities with a private guide, and all
entrance fees

Not Included:
•
•

Gratuities
Any item not mentioned in “What’s Included”

Monday, Nov. 21: Mt. Etna and Taormina

If you’re continuing with our optional extension, this
morning you’ll depart Catania for Mt. Etna and a tour with
a volcanologist. The towering and very active Etna is one
of the highest volcanoes in Europe, and according to Greek
myth the forge of Hephaestus (Vulcan) lies beneath it. All
this volcanic activity means the mountain’s lower slopes
and surrounding plains are made up of extremely rich soil
that supports citrus growing and wine making. We’ll stop
for lunch at a tasting at one of the area’s distinctive wine
estates before continuing to Taormina.
Overnight: Hotel Montetauro, Taormina
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Tuesday, Nov. 22: Taormina

Set on a bluff overlooking the Ionian Sea, Taormina has
been popular among travellers since the early 1800s and is
a picturesque and relaxing place to end your stay. Discover
the town on a walking tour that includes the 3rd-centry
BCE Greek theatre with its superb view of Mt. Etna and the
Casa Cuseni, dating to 1905. Built for British painter Robert
Hawthorn Kitson, the house became an important meeting
place for writers and artists, particularly D.H. Lawrence.
Today a museum, the house combines Sicilian, art nouveau,
and Art and Crafts elements and displays Kitson’s curios
from his many travels. The rest of the day is at leisure.
Overnight: Hotel Montetauro, Taormina
Meals: Breakfast
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Wednesday, Nov. 23: Taormina

Today your entire day is at leisure to enjoy Taormina’s
architectural heritage, shops and restaurants. You may
want to make the climb up Monte Tauro (378 metres) for the
panoramic views or walk across the sandbar that connects
Taormina to the nature preserve of Isola Bella. Save time
to stroll along Corso Umberto I. This pedestrian-friendly
street is lined with baroque facades and plenty of places
to eat local specialties and fresh fish. Dining rooms tend
to be small, so you’ll want to book ahead.
Overnight: Hotel Montetauro, Taormina
Meals: Breakfast

Thursday, Nov. 24: Taormina

After breakfast, transfer to the Catania Airport (drive time
about 1 hour) for your homeward-bound flight.
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This tour is eligible
for the WEC 5% credit.
Read all about the
Worldwide Quest
Explorer’s Club here.
Every booking earns
WEC status!

Palermo cityscape

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): US$5495
Single Supplement: US$975

Group Size:

12 – 16 participants

What’s Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Airport transfers for passengers arriving and
departing as per the group itinerary
Accommodation based on double occupancy in
hotels listed or similar
Breakfast daily
Lunch or dinner daily
Transportation by air-conditioned coach
Bottled water on the coach
All entrance fees to sites visited with the group
Services of specialized English-speaking guides
All activities with the group
Discussion sessions
All gratuities for escort, local guides, drivers, hotel
and group meals
All taxes
Hosted by your Classical Pursuits Discussion Leader
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Not Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roundtrip airfare from your home
Items of a personal nature
Meals other than those mentioned above
Beverages with meals
Visa fees (if applicable)
Travel insurance
Any item not mentioned in “What’s Included”

Payment Details:

A non-refundable deposit of US$500 per person is
required to reserve a space on this tour. A second
payment of US$1000 per person is due six months
prior to departure. Final payment is due 90 days
prior to departure.
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Temple of the Dioscuri,
Agrigento

What to Expect
Joining Instructions

This tour begins with your arrival in Palermo on November 10. Please ensure hat
you arrive in Palermo by 3 p.m. to join the group. All travellers arriving on the
start date of the tour will be met on arrival and transferred to the group hotel.
This transfer is included in the cost of the tour. When you book the designated
pre-trip accommodation with Worldwide Quest, your transfer from the airport
to our group hotel on arrival is included. If you are making your own pre-trip
arrangements, this transfer can be provided at additional cost. The tour concludes
with a single complimentary transfer to the Catania Airport on November 21.
Please contact us to verify timing of this transfer prior to making any flight
arrangements. This is important as the transfer from the Siracusa hotel to the
Catania Airport is a one-hour drive. If you do not coordinate your departure time,
you will be responsible for the cost of this transfer.

Level of Activity: Moderate

A good level of fitness is important for this trip. You must be comfortable
walking on uneven terrain and irregular paving and climbing stairs. You should
be comfortable walking for about 60 minutes at a stretch. In some places access
to sites is only on foot, with some steep ascents. Should you have questions about
your ability to take part in this tour, please give us a call.

Accommodation

Built on the foundations of an 18th century town house, Hotel Porta Felice is
in the historic centre of Palermo. It features a full-service spa and a panoramic
terrace. Mandranova is an exquisite family-run property and working olive farm
in the countryside. Its restaurant serves much of the farm’s own produce. The San
Giorgio Palace in a noble palazzo converted to a quiet, comfortable hotel within
walking distance of Ragusa’s main square in the historic town’s pedestrian centre.
The Liberty-style Grand Hotel Ortigia is perfectly situated in the pedestrian
area of the old town centre. Enjoy breakfast in the wonderful rooftop terrace
overlooking the sea. All hotels offer free WiFi access.

Transportation
Transportation will be by private coach.

Weather

November is a wonderful time to visit Sicily, with mild temperatures and a good
amount of sunlight, although the days do become noticeably shorter toward the
end of the month. Average highs in Palermo are 20ºC (66ºF) and lows 14ºC (60ºF),
with cooler temperatures in the higher elevations around Etna.

Travel Documents

You will require a passport for this trip. Please ensure it is valid for at least six
months beyond your scheduled return home. No visa is required for Canada and
USA passport holders. For information about entry to Italy, please see this site.
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Additional Info
Extend Your Stay

If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy
to design a personalized extension for you either before or after this tour.
Please let us suggest some options, based on your time available, budget
and interests.

Terms and Conditions

For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer
to your booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants
booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario
Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License
# 2667946). See full details here.

Cancellation Policy

All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial
deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your
scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable
and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final payment are
non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
See full details here.

Travel Insurance

We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical
insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or
interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms
and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory
on all our tours.

Worldwide Explorers Club

Travel twice with us and you become a member of the
Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent
eligible group tours. Look for the WEC icon to find your next
tour. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used in conjunction
with any other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply.
Members also get access to special offers and exploratory tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
TICO#: 2667946
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What is a Classical Pursuits Literary Adventure?
Classical Pursuits helps travellers who are passionate about art and
literature have unforgettable cultural experiences on our small-group tours.

Our trips are a special balance of:

Each tour has its own theme, from 1920s Paris to the arts of Japan to
contemporary poetry in Morocco. But on all our tours you’ll explore the
visions of writers and artists in the places they lived and worked. Whatever
your particular interest, you’ll deepen your knowledge and gain a rich
understanding of the places we visit.

•

•

•
•
•
•

With a Classical Pursuits Literary Adventure you will not lose the spontaneity
and sense of personal discovery you seek in your own private travels – only
the logistical hassles.

In-depth seminar discussions of
compelling literature and art
Guided walks to immerse you in the
cultural and natural history of a place
Informal talks with local people
Generous unscheduled time
Exceedingly convivial company
And of course, lingering conversation
over great meals!

Classical Pursuits Literary Adventures are a collaborative effort. Classical Pursuits develops the themes and selects the
leaders. Worldwide Quest is in charge of production, expertly looking after all the logistical arrangements.
Each trip includes: a set of readings, a custom guidebook, and tips on preparing for the seminars (all mailed to you.)
No previous knowledge of any trip topic is required. The only prerequisite is to read before you arrive.
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