Open to
alumni UBC
and friends

MOROCCO
MEDINAS, MOUNTAINS, AND MOUTHWATERING CUISINE

NOVEMBER 4 – 14, 2021
On our trip through this storied country, you’ll be pulled into the history behind
Morocco’s architecture, a mix of Islamic, Berber, Arab, and European, and
introduced to its ancient cities, sweeping deserts, and epic mountain ranges.
Highlights of your experience in Morocco will include a cooking class, lunch
with a family in Fes, a night under canvas in the Sahara Desert, and an easy trek
through the beautiful scenery of the High Atlas Mountains. Three-night stays in
each of Fes and Marrakesh give you lots of time to explore these vibrant towns
with their exotic souks.
The grand historic sites include the two-thousand-year-old ruins of Volubilis,
once the outer edge of the Roman Empire, the lavish decorated gates of Meknes,
and Fez, Morocco’s enthralling cultural heart. The medina here is the biggest
car-free urban area in the world; the labyrinth of lanes and covered bazaars is
bursting with aromatic food stalls, artisan workshops, and ancient buildings
hiding treasures behind colourfully painted doors.
Stand in awe at the grand sweep of the Sahara Desert and the orange and gold
of the sand dunes surrounding our desert camp. Drive the “Road of a Thousand
Kasbahs” to walk in the ochre-coloured gores of Dades and Todra and explore
the isolated Berber villages. In Marrakesh, discover the charming old quarter
with plenty of time to get pleasantly lost and found again. Marvel at the intricate
marquetry in the Bahia Palace and the iconic blue of Yves St- Laurent’s Majorelle
Gardens, and enjoy the evening street theatre of Jemaa el-Fnaa Square.

“This was an outstanding tour.
We really enjoyed the trip and the
people we met. We'll definitely
consider another!”
– 2018 traveller
“This was an excellent trip with
wonderful accommodation, great
meals and interesting sightseeing.”
– 2019 traveller

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS BY:

Looking for a taste of the exotic, fascinating urban settings, spectacular
mountain and desert landscapes with delicious cuisine and comfortable boutique
accommodation? Come with us to Morocco!

Alumni Expeditions
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Tannery in Fes

WHY TRAVEL WITH
THE ALUMNI UBC
TRAVEL CLUB?

•

Exploring the fabulous souks of Fes

•

Hiking in the scenic Atlas Mountain

•

Cooking up a tagine

•

Riding a camel into the desert

•

Staying in delightful riads
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WORLDWIDE QUEST TOUR MANAGER
Abdellah Bakhouch is a Berber who splits his time between his family home in the High Atlas
Mountains and cosmopolitan Marrakesh. He brings a fresh, candid approach to our tours,
introducing you to a range of experiences from learning about Tamazight culture to making
sure you taste the best roadside lamb chops!
“Hold onto this guy. He made a good travel adventure great.”
– 2019 traveller

ALUMNI UBC STUDY LEADER TO BE ANNOUNCED!
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DETAILED ITINERARY
Thursday, Nov. 4: Meet in Casablanca
Arriving in Casablanca, you are met at the airport and
transferred to our city centre hotel. This afternoon meet
our guide and fellow participants to visit the grand Hassan II
Mosque with its amazing display of plaster, marble, glass,
and wood followed by dinner together.
Overnight: Hyatt Regency, Casablanca
Meals: Dinner

Sunday, Nov. 7: Fes
The most complete medieval city in the Arab world, Fes is a
delight to explore. This morning set off on a walking tour of
Fes el Bali (the old city) to discover its palaces, mosques and
medersas. Discover the 14th-century Bou Inania madrassa,
with its intricately carved stucco walls, arches, and cornices.
See the Nejjarine Fountain, covered in exquisite mosaics, and
the Kairaouine Mosque. Visit the tanners and weavers in the
bazaar. This afternoon wander at leisure or enjoy a fabulous
hammam experience to get you ready for the trip to come.
Overnight: Palais Faraj, Fes
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Monday, Nov. 8: Midelt, Merzouga
We’re on the road today, driving through gorgeous scenic
countryside. We travel across the Saiss Valley and through
magnificent cedar forest and high pastures dotted with
shepherd’s black tents. After a lunch stop in Midelt, our road
climbs the first slopes of the High Atlas Mountains then down
into palm groves of the oasis towns. Enjoy your first look at
the majestic dunes of the Erg Chebbi. The rose gold dunes
rise dramatically about the black stony desert.
Overnight: Hotel Tombouctou, Merzouga
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Friday, Nov. 5: Rabat, Meknes, Fes
Today we set off to Rabat,to admire stunning colonial
architecture and unspoiled oasis of calm in the Kasbah of
the Udayas. Then to Meknes to walk through perhaps the
most beautiful gate in the world, the Bab Mansour, entrance
to the Imperial city proper and sit by the edge of the Agdal
pond to take this magnificent site.
Overnight: Palais Faraj, Fes
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Saturday, Nov. 6: Fes
Moroccan cuisine with its incredible mix of spices, sweetand-savoury flavour profile, and beautifully textured dishes
has become a top food trend. This morning learn to master
a few key dishes in a cooking class preparing traditional dishes
perfected by dadas (traditional woman cooks) over the
centuries. After lunch, head out to Volubilis, the largest and
best-preserved Roman site in Morocco and a World Heritage
Site. The extensive remains of the fortified site include many
grand residences complete with stunning mosaic tile work.
Overnight: Palais Faraj, Fes
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Fes

Merzouga at sunset

Tuesday, Nov. 9: The Sahara
Visit the town of Rissani, a holy city and cradle of the Alaouite
dynasty of the current royal family. From here on in we’re in
4X4 jeeps as we make our way through huge sand dunes to
our desert camp. Stop to visit with Berber families to learn
about how they are maintaining their traditional lifestyle.
Another vehicle change this evening as we embark the ‘ship of
the desert’; a camel ride to watch the sun set behind the dunes
where we take in the immense quiet and solitude of the Sahara.
Overnight: Desert Camp
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Wednesday, Nov. 10: Todra Gorge, Dades Valley
Awaken early for a walk across the sandscape as the rising
sun paints the dunes orange and gold. After a hearty breakfast,
we set off again by 4X4 jeeps through a desert of stones and
lunar landscapes. the importance of water as we approach the
lush Todra Palemeraie, a stunning river of green slicing through
the arid landscape. Walk through the Todra Gorge, a dramatic
site just 50 metres across and 300 metres high. Continue
along the south slope of the High Atlas Mountains, stopping
at Kelaa Mgouna in the heart of the Dades Valley.
Overnight: Ksar Ighnda – Ait Ben Haddou
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Thursday, Nov. 11: Ait Ben Haddou, Marrakesh
Visit the Unesco-protected red mudbrick ksar (fortified village)
of Ait Ben Haddou; the town in the early morning more closely
recalls its days as an 11th century Almoravid caravanserai.
Admire the scenery as we cross the High Atlas Mountain
range, stopping in the Ourika Valley to visit the Nectarome
organic garden before arriving in Marrakesh for a three-night
stay. In the late afternoon, take a first walk to the colourful
chaos of the nearby Djemma el Fna Square.
Overnight: Riad Nashira, Marrakesh
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Saturday, Nov. 13: High Atlas Trek
Drive south to the Berber village of Imlil in the High Atlas
Mountains. We’ll get in some exercise today through some
beautiful scenery. There is a wide range of trekking possibilities
from a short ramble through the villages with shady orchards
and walnut groves to a more energetic hike to the stunning
Tizi n’Tamatert Pass. Return to Marrakesh with some free time
to enjoy the souks. Join our farewell dinner at a traditional
restaurant in the medina.
Overnight: Riad Nashira, Marrakesh
Meals: Breakfast, Picnic Lunch, Dinner

Friday, Nov. 12: Marrakesh
Enjoy an early morning stroll in the stunning Majorelle
Gardens and next door visit the modern Yves Saint-Laurent
Museum. Then dive into an exploration of the cosmopolitan
old city to see beautiful examples of Islamic architecture at
the Koutoubia Minaret and the 14th-century Ben Youssef
Madrassa, ancient synagogues in the Jewish mellah, and the
splendid Bahia Palace. Master the medina maze as you follow
donkey carts, dive through stuccoed archways, and watch it
all go by from a relaxing rooftop café.
Overnight: Riad Nashira, Marrakesh
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Sunday, Nov. 14: Depart Marrakesh
After breakfast, you’ll be transferred to the Marrakesh Airport
for homeward bound flights. Or consider extending your stay
at the seaside resort of Essaouria.
Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in these notes
are subject to change due to logistical arrangements and to take
advantage of local events.
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OPTIONAL EXTENSION:

ESSAOUIRA
Sunday, Nov. 14 – Wednesday, November 17
Essaouria, Morocco’s laid back beach town, is a three-hour
drive from Marrakesh. This is where Jimi Hendrix and Bob
Marley once relaxed and the town is a peaceful hideway with
atmospheric fortifications, miles of Atlantic Ocean, and those
gorgeous narrow lanes and blue-trimmed houses. No activities
are included in your stay; the town is easy to explore on foot with
a delicious variety of restaurants, boutiques, and souks to enjoy.
The sandy beach is an easy walk from the hotel and there is an
18-hole Gary Player-designed golf course nearby.

Extension Cost (per person): Approx. C$1095
Based on double occupancy and a min. 2 participants
Single supplement: C$495
Includes: Transfer by private vehicle from Marrakesh
to Essaouria, Accommodation for 2 nights at Heure
Bleue, Essaouria, Accommodation for 1 night at the
Hyatt Regency, Casablanca, breakfast daily, Transfer
by private vehicle from Essaouria to Casablanca.

Accommodation is at Heure Bleue, an elegant hotel built into
oceanfront Essaouira’s medina walls. At the end of your stay, you
will be transferred by private vehicle to Casablanca for homeward
bound flights.
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Ait Ben Haddou

TOUR DETAILS
Tour Cost (per person): C$5795
Including all taxes and gratuities.
Single Supplement: C$1595
If you are travelling on your own and would like to share accommodation,
we would be happy to try to match you with a suitable roommate. If we are unable to do so, the single cost applies.
Group Size: 10 – 14 participants
What’s Included:
• Airport transfers for passengers arriving and departing
as per the group itinerary
• Accommodation based on double occupancy in hotels
listed or similar
• Meals as described in the itinerary
• Sightseeing with qualified English-speaking guides
• All activities listed in the itinerary
• All entrance fees to sites visited with the group
• All internal transportation by air-conditioned private coach
or 4x4 vehicle
• All gratuities for guides, escort, group meals, porterage,
and hotels
• All taxes
• Fully escorted by our Tour Director

Not Included:
• Airfare from your home to join the tour
• Fuel surcharges, if applicable
• Travel insurance
• Excess baggage charges
• Items of a personal nature
• Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency or other situation
Payment Details:
A non-refundable deposit of C$500 per person is
required to reserve a space on this tour. A second
deposit of C$1000 is required six months prior to
departure. Final payment is due 90 days prior
to departure.

HOW TO BOOK
Please contact
Worldwide Quest.
1-800-387-1483
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WHAT TO EXPECT
Joining Instructions
This tour begins with our briefing and welcome dinner at 5PM on November 4th. Please
ensure that you arrive in Casablanca by 2PM to join the group. All travellers arriving
on the start date of the tour will be met on arrival and transferred to the group hotel.
This transfer is included in the cost of the tour. When you book the designated pre-trip
accommodation with Worldwide Quest, your transfer from the airport to our group hotel
on arrival is included. If you are making your own pre-trip arrangements, this transfer can
be provided at additional cost. The tour concludes with a single complimentary transfer
from the hotel to the airport on November 14th. Please contact us to verify timing of this
transfer prior to making any flight arrangements.
Level of Activity: Moderate
We will be walking on rough ground and through narrow, busy streets. You should be
comfortable walking for up to two hours at a time on uneven terrain. If you have any
questions about your ability to take part in this tour, please give us a call.
Accommodation
We have arranged the itinerary to minimize our driving times and maximize our stays
with three night each in Fes and in Marrakesh. Set in the heart of Fes, the 25-room
Palais Faraj is a former Moorish palace with wonderful views of the medina. The hotel
has a large outdoor swimming pool and full wellness centre with Hammam. The Riad
Nashira is in the heart of the medina of Marrakesh within easy walking distance of all
the landmarks. This fabulous 16-room property was built in the traditional manner by
local craftsmen and features custom built furniture and fittings along with a full range
of modern amenities, with indoor and outdoor pools, Hammam and spa centre. We
are staying one night in a permanent tented camp in the desert in individual tents with
private facilities, one night in a restored ksar (fortress) in the Atlas Mountains, and the
first night in a deluxe modern hotel in Casablanca.

Palais Faraj				

Riad Nashira

Weather
We expect warm weather and sunny skies on our trip. Temperatures will reach 22°C
during the day with overnight lows at 10°C but will be cooler overnight in the desert.
Travel Documents:
You will require a passport for this trip. Please ensure it is valid for at least 6 months
beyond your scheduled return home. At the time of writing, visas are not required for
Canadian citizens.
Travel advice
Before booking, please refer to the Canadian government website to obtain travel advice
for the destination(s) you are visiting: www.travel.gc.ca
Parthenon
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ADDITIONAL INFO
Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer to your booking form, the current brochure or our website.
All participants booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest
International, Ontario - License # 2667946).
Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more
prior to your scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable and non-transferable. Your second payment
and your final payment are non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to trip departure, all associated
trip costs are non-refundable. The tour price is quoted as a package. No partial refunds or credits will be given for services not
used. In the event of a cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause
you to cancel or interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms and conditions. We will offer you Manulife
insurance coverage. Medical insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory on all our tours.

TRAVEL WITH ALUMNI UBC
It’s your travel experience.
Indulge your curiosity as we take you to unique places
you’ve always dreamed about.
UBC experts and knowledgeable local hosts provide
context. That allows you to develop a deep connection
to the people you meet and the cultures, cuisines and
landscapes you’re exploring.
•
•
•

Best value in educational travel
Meaningful local experiences
Thoughtful itineraries

EXPLORE OUR COMPLETE LIST OF TOURS AT
WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM/ALUMNIUBC
TICO#: 2667946

The University of British Columbia Alumni Association will not be responsible for the financing, the arranging, or the conducting of these tours. They
assume no liability or responsibility for damages or financial loss to person howsoever arising from the negligence, omission or otherwise of travel services
arranged through Worldwide Quest International. Refer to the General Terms and Conditions established by Worldwide Quest International with respect
to participating in this tour.
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