Iceland

MORE THAN FIRE AND ICE
June 21 – July 1, 2022
This young country, still being shaped by the forces of nature, has many fascinating features that make it strangely beautiful and unfamiliar.
As we travel around the island, we’ll see unspoiled wilderness, jagged coastlines, vast rugged mountains, and hot spring areas with
spouting geysers and towering glaciers. Everywhere, the black volcanoes and lava flows contrast with the freezing white ice-glare of glaciers.
While the moniker “land of fire and ice” is apt, it doesn’t begin to cover Iceland’s spectacular natural attractions. At the geothermal area of
Hveravellir we’ll dip our feet (or take the plunge) into the multicoloured pools, one of which is the most brilliant blue imaginable. Near Vík
we’ll walk the striking black volcanic beach. We will have unequalled opportunities to view and photograph the jagged mountains, barren
lava fields, spectacular waterfalls, steaming geothermal springs, and boiling mud pits of this volcanic island. Home to Europe’s largest
glacier, Iceland is also, in terms of recent volcanic activity, one of the hottest places on the planet.
Our tour is also designed to let us view the vast numbers of raucous seabirds nesting on high rocky cliffs and spot waterfowl and quite
possibly rare raptors, including the protected Gyrfalcon and White-tailed Eagle. We’ll observe the largest concentrations of breeding ducks
in Europe and watch for the Great Skua near the world famous Mýrdalsjökull glacier. We’ll have a boat trip to the scenic Flatey Island, with
colourful clapboard houses but also great bird life. We’ll also enjoy colourful Arctic and European boreal wildflowers blooming throughout
the island. We will also go whale-watching for an opportunity to see various species at closer range. A warm niche in a cold corner of the
planet, Iceland is the quintessential natural history experience.
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Tour Leader
Sherry Kirkvold is a naturalist who has worked in the provincial, national and regional park
systems in British Columbia and in museums for over 35 years. She has travelled extensively
worldwide and has led many Quest trips, including to Honduras, Yukon & Alaska, Costa Rica,
Cuba and Haida Gwaii. Sherry has led previous Quest tours to Iceland as well and looks forward
to travelling with you on this magical isle!

Signature Moments

Our Route

Hiking the fault line between two continental tectonic plates
Photographing shorebirds and seabirds at close range
Spotting whales in Iceland’s longest fjord

Lake Myvatn

Discovering which plants colonize a lava flow first
Watching a geyser erupt

Thingvellir
Gullfoss

Basalt rock formations near Vík

Geyser about to erupt

Red Phalarope on Flatey Island
© Pete Read
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Detailed Itinerary
Tuesday, June 21: Arrive in Reykjavík
Upon our early morning arrival at Keflavík International Airport,
we will be met by our local guide. We’ll have breakfast before
travelling across the landscapes of the Reykjanes peninsula to
the city of Reykjavík. We’ll have time to visit the National Museum
before we check in to our hotel and will do some sightseeing in the
afternoon following lunch. This may include a stop at one of Iceland’s
fascinating geothermal plants. The country is known for its innovative,
environmentally friendly, reliable, and cost-effective method of
generating electricity and combined heat and power, and we’ll learn
all about these initiatives at the source. We’ll have some time at
leisure to rest before getting together again this evening for dinner at
the hotel and learn more about the plan for the days ahead.
Overnight: Hotel Örk
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Wednesday, June 22 – Thursday, June 23: Snæfellsnes
After breakfast at the hotel, we’ll make our way to the Snæfellsnes
Peninsula. This will be a leisurely journey, with stops along the way
to sample the bird life, wildflowers and magnificent scenery. We’ll
spend two days at Snæfellsnes, making our way west to the edge of
the peninsula where we see myriads of nesting seabirds, including
the Razorbill, Thick-billed Murre and the ever-popular Atlantic
Puffin! We may also see both Atlantic Grey and Common Seals.
Time-permitting, we’ll visit other geological features and perhaps a
village. If the day is clear, we may be able to see the Snæfellsjökull,
the glacier at the end of the Snæfellsnes Peninsula, made famous by
Jules Verne in his book Journey to the Centre of the Earth. We may
spot whales and Orcas offshore as we travel. We have the possibility
of seeing whales at closer range during a whale-watching boat trip
on the morning of July 1.
Overnight: Hotel Langaholt Snæfellsnes
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Snæfellsnes

Harlequin Ducks
Friday, June 24: Boat Trip to Flatey / Helgafell
The island of Flatey (Flat Island) is the largest inhabited island in
Breidhafjörður. It is a unique place to visit and the old town has
been virtually unchanged for one hundred years. There was a
monastery here in the 11th Century. Arctic Tern, Black Guillemot
and Red-necked Phalarope breed here, and Snow Buntings are
numerous among the houses. We may also have our best chance
of seeing the rare Grey (Red) Phalarope here. The smaller islands
are home to colonies of Atlantic Puffins, Black-legged Kittiwakes
and Common Eider. Both the peninsula at Snaefellsnes and the
area of Breidhafjörður are good places to look for the Whitetailed Eagle.
Overnight: Hotel Laugarbakki Midfjordur
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Saturday, June 25: Eyjafjörður
This morning, we’ll make our way to Eyjafjörður, the longest fjord
in Iceland. The scenery on the way is magnificent. Sit back and
enjoy as we travel through a number of impressive river valleys,
bordered by hills and mountains. During the drive we will stop in
Skagafjörður which is famous for its Icelandic horses. We’ll visit a
horse show and have an introduction to the Icelandic horse and
its five gaits. On the way, we’ll look for such birds as White-tailed
Eagles and Common Loons. We’ll reach our destination in the late
afternoon. This will be our home for the next three nights.
Overnight: Hotel Kjarnalundur, Akureyri
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Sunday, June 26: Lake Mývatn
One of our major objectives in this area is the world-famous
Lake Mývatn, or Midge Lake, which holds one of the largest
concentrations of breeding ducks in Europe, some 50,000
breeding pairs or more, on a lake covering only 37 km2. We
should expect such showy species as Harlequin Duck, Barrow’s
Goldeneye, Tufted Duck, and Long-tailed Duck. At 63°N, the lake
lies very close to the Arctic Circle, and its environs also hold a

WWW.QUESTNATURETOURS.COM | TOLL-FREE 1-800-387-1483 / 416-633-5666 | TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM | 491 KING ST. E. TORONTO, ON M5A 1L9

We’ll finish the day with a visit to the bustling community of
Akureyri. The town is compact, and we can leisurely explore the
many features it has to offer, such as the botanical gardens and
the Lutheran church (Akureyrikirkja). We can stroll along the
many shops and sample local treats of the many eateries.
Overnight: Hotel Kjarnalundur, Akureyri
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Tuesday, June 28: Interior of Iceland / Gullfoss /
Hveravellir
Today we will head inland across the dramatic interior of
Iceland. Our goal is to explore this wilderness area and to reach
the magnificent falls of Gullfoss. It will be an exciting journey
as we cross the interior of Iceland by the Kjölur mountain tract,
which will take us between the great ice caps of Langjökull
and Hofsjökull.

Gullfoss

mix of low Arctic and temperate flora. The Mývatn basin sits along
the mid-Atlantic ridge and is the centrepiece of a rich volcanic
wilderness of lava flows, craters and geothermal activities. The area
lies in the rain shadow of the Vatnajökull icecap and is the “driest”
spot in Iceland and so we usually expect some nice weather when
we are here. On the south and west sides, bogs and moors boast
an abundance of alpine and Arctic plants, whereas on the north
and east sides, birches predominate. In 1974, the Parliament
granted nature reserve status to 440,000 hectares around the
lake. Despite the midges, you’ll enjoy visiting this wonderful
area. We’ll spend some time here among bubbling mud flats,
moonlike volcanic craters, newborn lava fields, and grassy shoals
teeming with waterfowl, in one of the most geologically active and
stunningly beautiful areas in all of Iceland. We may be lucky and
find a Short-eared Owl or Gyrfalcon during our explorations. Flower
enthusiasts will particularly enjoy exploring the lakeside and will
find many of the Icelandic specialties including Mountain Avens,
Northern Green Orchid and several different saxifrage species.
Overnight: Hotel Kjarnalundur, Akureyri
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Monday, June 27: Hauganes, Hrísey Island, Akureyri
This morning we’ll take a morning whale-watching trip from
Hauganes. There is a chance of seeing Humpback and Minke
Whales, White-beaked Dolphins and Harbour Porpoises. The trip
is also great for birds, including Black Guillemots and Black-legged
Kittiwakes, which may allow for great photographs. In the afternoon
we’ll take the ferry to Hrísey Island. This is a great place to see
Iceland’s shorebirds up-close and Hrísey is also an oasis for the
Rock Ptarmigan, which is protected on the island. The island also
has a large colony of Arctic Terns, which attract the attention of the
local Parasitic Jaegers.

En route, we will call at the geothermal area at Hveravellir. We’ll
find a unique set of hot springs and mud baths. Although hot
springs are ubiquitous across much of Iceland, the geothermal
area of Hveravellir has some multi-coloured pools, one of which
is the most brilliant blue imaginable. We will take some time
to wander a trail amongst bubbling geothermic water features
nearby — perhaps we will find Snow Buntings taking a hot bath!
We should encounter Pink-footed Geese, which breed in this
remote part of Iceland, and will look for Gyrfalcon along the way.
Upon reaching Gullfoss we will find a spellbinding sight. This
cataract, the most famous of Iceland’s many waterfalls, cascades
down 30 metres and creates a spectacular mist and rainbow.
The falls were once slated to become a hydroelectric project,
but fate rather than good sense intervened, and the falls have
been preserved since 1975 as a nature reserve. Vegetation
is typical of Icelandic heath land. Lichens grow on the rocks,
forming irregular patches of varying colours. Woolly Willows are
widespread in the dry moorland, and colourful wildflowers such
as Wood Crane’s-bill, Mountain Avens and Lady’s Mantle cling to
the grassy slopes along the misty sides of the waterfall.
Overnight: Skálholt Guest House
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Icelandic ponies
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Wednesday, June 29: Eyjafjallajökull Volcano,
Mýrdalsjökull, Vík
Today we’ll travel along the south side of the Eyjafjallajökull Volcano
that erupted in the spring of 2010. We’ll have the opportunity to learn
about the impact the eruption had on the farms in the region. We’ll
visit the snout of Sólheimajökull, which is the valley glacier descending
from the larger icecap of Mýrdalsjökull, which is a world-famous glacier
and Iceland’s fourth largest icecap. It covers over 700 square kilometres
and rises to 1,480 metres at its highest point. There is an active volcano,
Atlantic Puffins
named Katla, which is situated under the glacier and erupts on a fairly
regular basis. Scientists suspect that a small eruption took place in the
1950’s and expect another one soon. The resultant flow of melt waters, Thursday, June 30: Thingvellir/ Stokkseyri/ Blue
ash and sand is catastrophic to the surrounding countryside.
Lagoon
Today, we’ll visit Thingvellir (Þhingvellir), the national plains.
As we explore the stark landscape near the glacier we’ll watch for the
The Icelanders founded their parliament at this UNESCO World
Great Skua, the largest and most powerful of this group of predatory
Heritage Site in 930 A.D., and Thingvellir is consequently Iceland’s
birds, and study the tiny colourful wildflowers nurtured by the glacial
most historic site. The nation convened here every summer
melt. We’ll sit back and enjoy the views of the glacier-scoured volcanic
from 930 to 1798. It was not only the place where laws were
mountains garlanded with copious cascading waterfalls as we make for established but also an open-air meeting place for games, feasts,
the village of Vík. There we can walk the striking black volcanic beach
marriage arrangements, and trade. It has been the site where
and view the puffins and kittiwakes as they mill about the looming cliffs the country’s most important events have taken place including
nearby. We may also visit the excellent folk museum at Skógar, known
the adoption of Christianity in the year 1000 and the foundation
for its turf-roofed houses and many artefacts from Iceland’s past, and
of the Republic of Iceland in 1944. Furthermore, the valley
witness the cascading waterfall nearby.
itself is beautiful and sits in the midst of rolling lava flows. The
Overnight: Skálholt Guest House
surrounding landscape is spectacular, scarred by rocky fissures.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Rivers and streams meander through lava flows and waterfalls
cascade into gloomy canyons. The Almannagjá fault line is one of
the most famous and was the site of the ancient parliament. The
law makers also meted out punishments here including burning,
hanging or drowning heretics and criminals.
The Parliament Plains, as they are known, are cloaked with
mosses and Dwarf Birch. In 1928 the area was set aside as
Iceland’s first national park. This site is approximately 50 km east
of Reykjavík and contains Iceland’s largest lake, surrounded by
lava flows, volcanoes and grassy meadows. The meadows are
reminiscent of Europe and are stirring with Black-tailed Godwits.
We may drop in today at one of Iceland’s fascinating geothermal
plants. The country is known around the globe for its innovative,
environmentally friendly, reliable, and cost-effective method of
generating electricity and combined heat and power. We will be
learning all about these initiatives at the source.
Icelandic turf house
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Time permitting, we will also visit the small neighbouring fishing
villages of Stokkseyri and Eyrarbakki. The villages contain many
photogenic historical and colourful buildings and the beach
nearby can host many migrant shorebirds such as Dunlins and
Ruddy Turnstones at low tide, as well as look for unusual plants
such as the Oyster Plant and spectacular Garden Angelica.
We’ll keep moving westwards towards Grindavik on the south
coast of the Reykjanes peninsula. Graindavik is home to the notto-be-missed Blue Lagoon, where we can take a dip in the steamy
and mineral rich waters for a quintessential Icelandic experience.
We’ll enjoy our Farewell Dinner in celebration of the great journey
together.
Overnight: Hotel Berg Keflavik
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Blue Lagoon

Friday, July 1: Reykjavík / Flights Home
Depending on our flight schedules, we’ll spend time exploring
Reykjavík, Iceland’s capital. Reykjavík, or Smokey Bay, was named
after the steam rising from the nearby geothermal vents and was
established in AD 874. It remained pretty much a backwater until
the end of the 19th century. By the time of Icelandic independence
in 1944 there were more than 45,000 inhabitants. Today, Reykjavík
is a modern, lively city with theatres, upscale restaurants and a
legendary nightlife.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in these notes are
subject to change due to logistical arrangements and to take advantage
of local events.

Eightpetal Mountain-avens, an
Arctic–alpine flowering plant

Aerial view of Reykjavik
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This tour is eligible
for the WEC 5% credit.
Read all about the
Worldwide Quest
Explorer’s Club here.
Every booking earns
WEC status!

Pod of Orcas, Iceland

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): US$6520
Including all taxes and gratuities.
Single Supplement: Due to lack of space at some of the lodges, we are not able to guarantee single rooms on this trip.
If you are travelling alone and willing to share, we will try our best to find a roommate for you. If we cannot,
the single supplement of US$1195 will apply. This will be collected at 90 days prior to departure.
Group Size:
10 – 14 participants
Included Features:
• Accommodations based on double occupancy in the hotels
listed or similar
• Gratuities for services provided by Quest
• All activities as described in the detailed itinerary
• Ground transportation / park entrance fees
• Airport transfers, if traveling as per the group flight itinerary
• Meals as described in the itinerary
• Services of Quest Leader Sherry Kirkvold
• Services of a local Icelandic naturalist

Not Included:
• Airfare from your home to Reykjavík, Iceland and return
• Fuel surcharge, if applicable
• Airport departure taxes, if any
• Airport transfers, if not travelling as per the group
flight itinerary
• Alcoholic beverages and bar expenses
• Phone calls and items of a personal nature
• Additional transport required due to any emergency
situation
Payment Details:
A deposit of US$500 per person is required to reserve
a space on this tour. A second non-refundable deposit
of US$1000 per person is required at six months prior to
departure. Final payment is due 90 days prior to departure.
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Öxarárfoss

What to Expect
Joining Instructions
This tour begins following arrival and customs clearance at Reykjavik on June 21. All
travellers arriving on the start date of the tour will be met on arrival and transferred to our
breakfast location. This transfer is included in the cost of the tour. When you book pre-trip
arrangements including flight and accommodations with Worldwide Quest, your transfer
from the airport to our group hotel on arrival is also included. If you are making your own
pre-trip arrangements, this transfer can be provided at additional cost. The tour concludes
with a single included transfer to the Keflavík International Airport on July 1. Please contact
us to verify timing of this transfer prior to making any flight arrangements.
Level of Activity: Easy to Moderate
The trails that we use in our explorations of the parks and reserves are usually well marked
and easy to follow. Many do, however, follow the contours of the hills, valleys or cliffs
and a few have steep inclines. The trails have to be traversed carefully but are accessible
to anyone who has normal walking ability and stamina. Sturdy hiking shoes or boots are
strongly advised. We recommend a trekking pole for extra comfort and safety. You should
also be able to get in and out of boats.
Accommodation
We will be staying at a range of comfortable lodges with private facilities.

Hotel Langaholt 			

Skálholt Guest House

Hotel Laugarbakki Midfjordur room

Hotel Kjarnalundur, Akureyri

Transportation
We will be using a medium-sized coach that is perfect for the local terrain and a group of
our size and amount of luggage.
Weather
We expect cool, mildy humid and partly cloudy skies with temperatures around 13°C.
Travel Documents
You will require a passport for your trip to Iceland. Please make sure it is valid for six
months after the date of your return home.
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Additional Info
Extend your Stay
If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy to design
a personalized extension for you either before or after this tour. Please let us suggest
some options, based on your time available, budget and interests.
Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer to your
booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants booking with
Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act
(Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License # 2667946). See full details here.
Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial deposit for
any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your scheduled departure
date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable and non-transferable. Your
second payment and your final payment are non-refundable and non-transferable.
If you cancel within 90 days prior to trip departure, all associated trip costs are
non-refundable. In the event of a cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest
immediately and in writing. See full details here.
Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical insurance in
place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or interrupt your trip or should
the tour not be operable per our terms and conditions. We will offer you Manulife
insurance coverage. Medical insurance including emergency medical evacuation
coverage is mandatory on all our tours.

Can’t make the
dates of this tour?

Make it a Private Journey!
We can plan this tour:
• For your dates
• For your specific interests
• And we deliver all our
signature touches…

We’ll tailor most of our small group
tours to suit your time frame, budget,
and interests, or plan a completely
customized itinerary to suit your exact
specifications. With a Worldwide
Quest Private Journey, you have the
same attention to detail, logistical
expertise, and imaginative details of our
small group tours, expertly designed
especially for you, as a couple, a family,
or a group of friends. Private Journey
are surprisingly affordable. Please call
us to get started.

Worldwide Explorers Club
Travel twice with us and you become a member of the Worldwide
Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent eligible group tours.
Look for the WEC icon to find your next tour. The bonus is nontransferable and cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount or credit.
Note that some exceptions may apply. Members also get access to special offers
and exploratory tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com

TICO#: 2667946
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The Quest Nature Tours

Experience

We aim to contribute to nature conservation by providing our travellers with the chance to experience wild spaces and learn about wildlife
in natural habitats. We’re delighted to welcome back our many repeat travellers who enjoy our unique programs, our expert leaders and
our style of travel. We’re equally delighted to introduce our programs to a growing number of Quest first-timers who enjoy learning about
the wildlife and natural environments we share. Our tours are all about exceptional and educational nature experiences, camaraderie
and fun. We’re small and we plan to keep it that way. We focus on the elements we call the Quest Essentials:

Small Groups

More Time Exploring

Our groups are typically in the size range of 8 – 16 participants. On
our daily excursions we may divide into even smaller groups, so that
you can be with fewer than eight others as you explore. Our small
group size allows us to be attentive and quiet, giving us greater
opportunity to observe wildlife. Our logistics are flexible. We use
smaller vehicles and vessels to limit our environmental impact. All
our activities, such as talks, meals and gatherings are enjoyable
and focused.

Our tours are carefully conceived and executed to maximize
your time in the field. Our daily itineraries are full, but not
exhausting, and we build in ample opportunities for rest. There is
nothing routine about our days. While we travel with a goal and
destination in mind, we always give priority to field observations
by choosing routes that allow us to maximize wildlife viewing along
the way and modifying our itinerary as necessary and possible.

Expert Leaders
Every Quest tour is led by one of our team of expert Canadian
naturalists. They are knowledgeable, congenial and extraordinarily
capable. Their objective is to ensure that our Quest travellers
get the most out of the nature experience. A local naturalist also
accompanies all tours outside North America. Each is a highly
trained expert with exceptional knowledge of the flora and fauna
of his or her local region. Local guides help us to find and identify
wildlife and share their knowledge of the habits of the creatures we
encounter as well as the dynamics of the environment as a whole.

All Taken Care Of
From the moment you call our office, we’ll take care of all the
details from pre-departure information to post-tour species
compilations. Virtually everything is included in the tour cost:
accommodations, meals, transportation, activities and gratuities.
We travel off the beaten path without sacrificing comfort. Our
meals can be simple but are always of good quality. And we place
the focus on where it should be: discovering our natural world.
We invite you to call us, email us or visit us in
our Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | travel@worldwidequest.com
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