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Sri Lanka 

 

Fiction 
 

The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida 
Shehan Karunatilaka, 2022 
• Winner of the 2022 Booker Prize. A darkly comic and 

imaginative novel set during Sri Lanka's civil war, 
blending politics, history, and the supernatural. 

 
Funny Boy 
Shyam Selvadurai, 2019 
• Set in Colombo during the years leading up to ethnic 

conflict, this acclaimed novel explores family, 
identity, and social change. 

 
Running in the Family  
Michael Ondaatje, 2011 
• Part memoir, part travel narrative, part family 

history. Though not strictly fiction, it is often 
included in literary reading lists for its evocative 
portrait of Sri Lanka and its people. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cultural History 
 

Island of a Thousand Mirrors 
Nayomi Munaweera, 2012 
• A well-illustrated and highly readable introduction to 

Sri Lanka's history, culture, religion, architecture, and 
natural heritage.  

 
A History of Sri Lanka 
Hugh Newmont, 2025 
• From its misty prehistoric origins to the political and 

economic crises of the 21st century, this book charts 
the complete and storied history of Sri Lanka.  
 

Ravana's Lanka: The Landscape of a Lost Kingdom 
Sunela Jayewardene, 2024 
• A cultural exploration of Sri Lanka through the lens of 

the Ramayana, tracing how myth, landscape, and local 
tradition intertwine to shape the idea of Ravana’s 
legendary kingdom. 
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Movies 
 

The Forsaken Land (2005) 
Directed by Vimukthi Jayasundara 
• An atmospheric and visually stunning film set during 

the civil war. It captures rural Sri Lanka's landscapes 
and the psychological impact of conflict. Winner of the 
Camera d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival. 

 
Funny Boy (2020) 
Directed by Deepa Mehta 
• Based on Shyam Selvadurai's novel, this film explores 

ethnic tensions in Colombo leading up to the 1983 riots 
through the eyes of a young Tamil boy. 

 
Machan (2008) 
Directed by Uberto Pasolini 
• A humorous but poignant story inspired by true 

events, offering insight into Sri Lankan society, 
migration aspirations, and everyday life. 

 
Ini Avan (2012) 
Directed by Asoka Handagama 
• A thoughtful film about life in northern Sri Lanka after 

the civil war, exploring reconciliation and identity. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


