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NATURE FIELD GUIDES

Phillipps’ Field Guide to the Mammals of Borneo and

Their Ecology

Quentin and Karen Phillipps, Princeton University Press,

2016

e Well beyond a field guide! Contains a wonderful

array of informative and fascinating vignettes
providing a pithy introduction to multiple facets
of Borneo ecology.

Phillipps’ Field Guide to the Birds of Borneo (3™ edition)
Quentin and Karen Phillipps, Princeton University Press,
2013
e Excellent field guide and contains interesting
informative vignettes relating to bird biology
and distribution.
e Some bird names will be out-of-date but this is
still an excellent guide!

Birds of Borneo, 2nd Edition
Susan Myers, Helm Field Guides, 2016
e Excellent field guide and could be an alternative
to the Phillipps’ bird guide.

A Field Guide to the Snakes of Borneo
Robert B. Stuebing & Robert F. Inger, Natural History
Publications (Borneo), 2014
e Fairly expensive but a must for those particularly
interested in reptiles.

A Field Guide to the Frogs of Borneo (3™ edition)
Robert F. Inger & Robert B. Stuebing, Natural History
Publications (Borneo), 2017
e A must for those particularly interested in
amphibians.
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NATURE TOURS

BACKGROUND NATURAL HISTORY

Wild Borneo: The Wildlife and Scenery of Sabah, Sarawak,
Brunei and Kalimantan
Nick Garbutt and J. Cede Prudente, The MIT Press,
2006
e Fantastically illustrated and informative
hardcover book with lots of background
information.

The Annotated Malay Archipelago
Alfred Russel Wallace, National University of
Singapore Press, 2014
e An annotated version of the classic account
of the region’s nature and peoples by a
renown biogeographer and naturalist, first
published in 1869.

Orangutans: Their History, Natural History and
Conservation Ronald Orenstein, Firefly Books, 2024

® A current, accessible overview of orangutans,
covering their evolutionary history,
behaviour, ecology, conservation status, and
the threats they face across Borneo and
Sumatra.

Among Orangutans: Red Apes and the Rise of Human
Culture
Carel van Schaik, Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press, 2004
e Fascinating account of orangutans on nearby
Sumatra, and how their lives can help inform
our understanding of human evolution.



BACKGROUND NATURAL HISTORY (cont’)

The Natural History of Amphibians and Reptiles

in Sabah

R.F. Inger and T. F. Lian, Natural History Publications,

2010

e Focuses on the different ecoregions of

Sabah — Borneo’s northeast-most province —
and describes the natural history of many of
the more common species. Provides a good
overview of this group and the more
conspicuous species.

BACKGROUND HISTORICAL READING

Nathaniel's Nutmeg: How One Man’s Courage Changed
the Course of History
Giles Milton, Sceptre, 2000
e An account of a 17t Century Englishman
Nathaniel Courthope, who disrupted trade in
the East Indies.

Raffles and the Golden Opportunity
Victoria Glendinning, Profile Books Ltd., 2013
e An account of early 19*" Century British
statesman Sir Stamford Raffles and his time in
the East Indies (the flower Rafflesia is named
after him).

World Within: A Borneo Story
Tom Harrison, Oxford University Press, 1984
e An account of the Kelabit people of Sarawak
(remote Malaysian Borneo) who were brought
into contact with the outside world during
World War Il.
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Land Below the Wind
Agnes Newton Keith, Little Brown and Company, 1939
e A personal account of the life of an American
woman in North Borneo (Sabah) during the
1930s.

FICTION

Lord Jim
Joseph Conrad, Dover Publications, 2011
e A novel setin late 19% Century East Indies,
based on historical events involving a ship
abandonment and the consequences to
protagonist Jim, who spends time with Malay
peoples.

GUIDEBOOK

Lonely Planet Malaysia, Singapore & Brunei (Travel Guide),
Brett Atkinson, Greg Benchwick, Cristian Bonetto, Austin
Bush, Anita Isalska, Robert Kelly, Simon Richmond, and
Richard Waters. Lonely Planet. 2024.
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